
A Jewish Renaissance Media Publication

march 2014

ENCHANTED PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARLA MICHELE MUST



 

Make Your 
Next Simcha

WEDDING
MITZVAH
BIRTHDAY
SHOWER
GRADUATION
RETIREMENT
OFF-SITE SIMCHAHS
CHARITY
CORPORATE
TRAY CATERING

Toll Free 855.543.EPIC  |  theepicureangroup.com

248.356.2310Troy: 248.646.7923
Southfi eld: 248.864.4410

EPIC 

313.567.2622 248.646.7900 248.305.5210 248.432.5654



www.paradiseparknovi.com 
248.735.1050 
Grand River in Novi 

-minus the  s tress
Create an unforgettable Simcha

Formula Go Karts  Kiddie Go Kart Track  Laser Tag 

Mini-Bowling  Trampoline Center  Miniature Golf   

Climbing Walls  Automatic Soccer Cages 

Event Rooms  Incredible Arcade   4 Acres of Picnic Area

Restaurant  An impeccably clean, first class facility

Bar / Bat Mitzvahs at their Best

Exclusive access to 10 acres of unparalleled fun!

Elegant to Casual
Exceeding your expectation at every step

Cuisine from simple to gourmet   Vaad certified providers available

From fun facilitators, designer center pieces,  DJ’s, videography – we do it all

Orthodox to Reform
Experienced, knowledgeable, ready to serve



C 4    celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2014

Memorable Wedding  
at the Historic Detroit Opera House 

For info and a personal tour, please call  Jason Warzecha at 313.965.4314  
or e-mail jwarzecha@motopera.org

Detroit Opera House  I  1526 Broadway – Detroit, Michigan 48226

complete
We offer a unique and dramatic 
atmosphere, delightful architectural 
details and majestic settings… all at 
surprisingly affordable rates.
Our full service Event Planning staff 
is available to serve you to answer any 
questions, and assist in preparing  
your special day!

Set the Stage for a

1903770

Right:
Sam and Jennie (Beitner) 

Maxbauer of Royal Oak 
at their wedding at 

Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek in Southfield on 

Oct. 27, 2013.
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Cover photo: Kailey Egrin of Huntington 
Woods kisses her 106-year-old great-
grandma Sonia Glaser  at her bat mitzvah 
in December.
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continued on page C8

All Dressed Up
Trendy styles for the bat mitzvah girl and her mom.

Lynne Konstantin | Contributing Writer

C hoosing a dress for a special event can be tricky — especially 
when you’ll be on the synagogue’s bimah, where modesty is 
required. Whether you are mother of the bar or bat mitzvah 

or the bat mitzvah girl herself, all eyes will be on the ladies. Yes, shoul-
ders must be covered, hemlines a certain length and attire should be 

respectful overall. But that doesn’t mean you can’t shine (remember, if 
your daughter falls in love with a sleeveless mini, you can always have 
a dressmaker add on sleeves, bodice, lengthen the hem and more). 
Here, a collection of chic dresses for moms and fun frocks for their 
mini-me’s for synagogue and the party.

LOOKS FOR MOM

Adrianna Papell Beaded Mesh 
Gown ($378) in black/nude, at area 
Nordstrom stores (nordstrom.com).

Betsy & Adam Embellished Cutout 
Long Jersey Dress ($184), at area 
Nordstrom stores (nordstrom.com).

From left to right: Lace Peplum Dress ($88) in black, Jersey Ruffle Dress ($49) in dark 
gray, and Knit Dress ($165), all at the Peacock Room, Detroit (313-559-5500).

From left to right: David Meister A-Line Dress ($400) in Royal Blue with fabric overlay, 
at area Lord & Taylor stores (lordandtaylor.com). Sue Wong Ribbon Trim Dress ($398) in 
taupe with illusion bodice, at area Nordstrom stores (nordstrom.com). Shirred Plum Dress 
($78), at the Peacock Room, Detroit (313-559-5500). 
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There is no place more memorable for your 
wedding than The Townsend Hotel.…

100 Townsend Street, Birmingham MI, 48009
Contact Joanie Sams at 248-642-5191 or JSams@Townsendhotel.com
www.Townsendhotel.com
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continued from page C6

LOOKS FOR BAT MITZVAH
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Emily Uzansky wore a lace Milly dress from Saks Fifth Avenue to the 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek service of her June bat mitzvah. Her mom, Halley, 
had a dressmaker match the lace to add shoulder coverage and lengthen the 
hemline to make it synagogue-appropriate.

Madison Cohen wore a custom-designed navy and turquoise, lace and tulle 
C.W. Designs dress from Guys N Gals in West Bloomfield (248-851-1260) to 
her November party at Sound Board in Detroit.

Left to right: Sherri Hill peach and blue party dress ($498) with beaded floral embellishments on sheer overlay over a sweetheart bodice — extra fabric can be 
added to lengthen the hemline, at Hermz Boutique, Royal Oak (248-246-1132; hermzboutique.com). Trixxi Mercedes Sequin Party Dress ($78), at area Nordstrom 
stores (nordstrom.com). Sugarlips Crimson Kiss Dress (call for price) in hot pink satin brocade, at Party Girls, Franklin (248-562-7420). Xscape Pleat Cutaway Blouson 
Dress ($229) in Orchid Smash, at area Nordstrom stores (nordstrom.com). Trixxi Lace-Trim Dress ($58) in sleek black, at area Nordstrom stores (nordstrom.com). ■

Sherri Hill gunmetal party dress ($550) 
with bead-encrusted bodice and tulle 
skirt, at Hermz Boutique, Royal Oak 
(248-246-1132; hermzboutique.com).



Have your Bar Mitzvah in a space  
that lives up to the day.
A Bar Mitzvah is a once-in-a-lifetime event. Make it one to remember at MotorCity Casino Hotel. Whether 

it’s a small gathering or a party for the ages, we have the room and people to make your event something 

special. From the VIP experience of Amnesia to our Grand Ballroom, everything you need for the party of 

a lifetime is located just minutes away at MotorCity Casino Hotel.  866-STAY-MCC  

MotorCityCasino.com

A  M I L L I O N  M I L E S  A W A Y ,

 R I G H T  D O W N  T H E  S T R E E T.

MotorCity Casino Hotel and MotorCity Casino Hotel design are trademarks of Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. ©2014 Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. 
All rights reserved. 
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M akeup artists working with brides 
this season must balance today’s 
trends of natural shades and 

barely-there makeup tones against the risk of 
the bride looking washed out in front of the 
photographer’s lens. 

Bridal magazines this year are recommending 
clean, muted cheeks and clear glossy lips, or 
precision-lined eyes with black liquid eyeliner 
and pale lipstick. A hint of color on the eyes or 
lips can add drama, but go for one or the other 
and not both to keep a soft, innocent look. 

Mona Rickart of Farmington Hills, who runs 
her cosmetics consultancy out of Salon Edge 
on Orchard Lake Road in West Bloomfield, has 
been helping brides prepare for their close-ups 
since the 1980s. Rickart said she “just fell” into 
the cosmetology industry because she enjoys 
working with the public and making people feel 
good. She worked at the counter at Germaine 
Monteil at Bonwit Teller and then Borghese at 
Saks Fifth Avenue in Troy before going out on 

her own in 1998. 
Rickart said that trends in cosmet-

ics come and go, but one thing that 
never changes is listening to the cli-
ent’s tastes. 

“I go by what is best for the bride-
to-be. Sometimes that look is soft 
and natural; sometimes the look is 
more sophisticated and dramatic,” Rickart said. 
“Ultimately, what is most important is making 
the bride happy and making her look perfect on 
her wedding day.” 

Before clients come to Rickart for a con-
sultation, she suggests they start with “good 
personal grooming.” This means maintaining 
a clean complexion, eliminating any facial hair 
and shaping one’s eyebrows. If the client has 
neglected the last mentioned prepping step, 
she need not furrow her forehead with worry. 
Rickart is also experienced in eyebrow contour-
ing. 

Rickart believes that it is best for brides to 

wear minimal makeup to exude “inno-
cence and glamour.” She said it is OK 
to have one standout facial feature, 
such as a pop of berry lips or a streak 
of black liquid eyeliner, which are trend-
ing for makeup looks this spring. 

“I don’t want them to look like they 
are going out to a party. I want them to 

feel special and elegant before they take those 
photos or walk down the aisle.” 

For photos, Rickart may apply a slightly 
heavier application of a blush just to give the 
cheeks a glow, but will keep eyes and lips soft. 
How heavy an application of makeup depends 
on whether the photographs will be shot 
indoors or outdoors. Once again, Rickart stress-
es that the look must appear natural. 

Getting The Best Look
Rickart likes to start out with a tinted primer 
or concealer to even out skin tone and conceal 

Picture Perfect
The latest trends in makeup for brides-to-be.

Stacy Gittleman | Special to the Jewish News

Mona Rickart of 
Farmington Hills 
from Salon Edge 
does makeup on 
bride-to-be Emily 
Herman of Los 
Angeles.
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VISIT WWW.DAVEANDBUSTERS.COM/SPECIALEVENTS

 The best BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
are held at dave & buster’s

Kosher STYLE 
Menu Options 

Available

 $100 OFF YOUR NEXT 
EVENT OF $3000 or more
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under-eye circles. She then applies 
a light foundation of mineral pow-
der for a luminous look. Next, she 
will go over a client’s preferences 
for eye, cheek and lip color. She 
advises her clients to keep things 
soft and simple. 

Rickart likes soft lips and peach 
cheeks and carries this matching 
color palate over to the eyes. If 
one part of the face is highlighted, 
such as bold lips or heavily lined 
eyes, everything else should be 
kept muted. 

For more mature brides, Rickart 
will especially avoid a heavy 
application foundation because it 
tends to settle into fine lines and 
wrinkles. She will use a blush to 
contour cheeks and the jawline 
for a more youthful glow. 

She prefers to avoid using lip 
liners on brides as it creates too 
harsh a look. 

Rickart said she prefers to work 
with brides several months before 
the big day to understand the cli-
ent’s usual makeup preferences. 
Everything is written down so on 
the wedding day, she is ready to 
go. 

Her fees vary on how many 
women she will work with on the 
wedding day (ranging from the 
bride alone to the bride plus her 
wedding party), or if she applies 
the makeup at her storefront or 
on location. 

“My main goal when working 
with bridal clients is to make them 
happy and look perfect.” 

One client flying in all the 
way from Los Angeles to plan 
her fall Detroit wedding is Emily 
Herman, 30, a native of West 
Bloomfield.   

     In addition to taking care of 
other wedding-related errands, 
Herman met with Rickart ear-
lier this month to talk about the 
makeup plans she envisions for 
herself and her bridal party. She 
will marry Alexander Horn, origi-
nally from New York City, on Oct. 
25 at Congregation Sharey Zedek 
in Southfield.

Living under the California 
sun, Herman said she keeps her 
daily makeup routine very simple. 
Though she used to wear lots of 
color on her eyes, she said her 
“tastes have matured and I’ve 
toned it down.” She sticks to nude 
or neutral palates and will apply 
a light foundation of loose pow-
der and dab on a coat of clear lip 
gloss for some shine. 

However, if there is one cos-
metic she must have before she 
walks out the door to her job as 
the director of development for 
the Ryan Seacrest Foundation, it is 
a coat of mascara. 

“I am very into eyelashes. I do 
not leave the house without a 
coat of mascara,” Herman said. 

To make her eyelashes have 
extra prominence at her wedding, 
Herman will be sporting false 
eyelashes to frame her hazel eyes. 
To match the fall foliage, Herman 
plans to wear browns on her eye-
lids and pink on her cheeks. 

After she settles on a makeup 
palate for herself, she will also 
treat her bridesmaids to a morn-
ing of beauty with their own hair 
and makeup treatments. 

“It’s my present to them. It is 
my big day, but it is special to 
them, too, and I want them all to 
feel beautiful,” she said.  ■■

Emily Herman before  and after a pre-wedding makeup session

continued from page C10Chocolate
is

Everything

Schakolad Birmingham Chocolate
 1728 West Maple Road

248-723-8008 
1897450

BirminghamChocolate
on Pinterest.com

1905360
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You’ve picked the perfect place
You’ve picked the perfect outfit
Now pick the perfect dessert...

gourmet cupcakes, custom cakes, and
other yummy treats for any simchah!

www.justbakedshop.com

1903790
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T here are people who eat to live. Then, 
there are those seeking unique, exotic 
tastes created with the most superior 

ingredients chefs can get their hands on. These 
are the foodies — the people who live to eat. 

In cities like New York and Los Angeles, it is 
no longer about the restaurant that just opened, 
but the foodies who are following the hottest 
chefs sweating it out in the kitchen of a particu-
lar restaurant, which is making it impossible to 
get that Saturday night reservation. Local kosher 

caterers agree; the foodie craze has 
also caught up to their business as 
well. 

The kosher-catered affair is no 
longer about the stuffed derma and 
kasha served at your grandmother’s 
wedding. Unless, of course, for nos-
talgia’s sake, you know your guests 
will want an “Old World Eastern 
European” station with old stand-
bys like knishes and chopped liver 
spread. Then it will be there. Guests 
should also be prepared to make 
room on their cocktail-hour plate 
for cuisine from India, Ethiopia and 
Japan. 

Daniel Kohn, manager of Quality 
Kosher Catering in Southfield, was 
witness to the global gourmet 
trend as he worked in the hospi-
tality business in New York and 
Colorado. Now back in Detroit, he 
keeps the legacy of the business his 
grandmother started in 1968 going 
strong for the next generation. 

He knows that not all in this 
generation who seek a kosher 
caterer keep strictly kosher. In fact, 
statistics from the industry show 
that 55 percent of consumers buy 
kosher products for health reasons, 

38 percent are vegetarians, and 16 percent eat 
only halal. Only 8 percent surveyed said they buy 
kosher products because they adhere to kashrut. 

“There used to be a time not long ago when 
the food was just one more element at a big 
occasion, like the flowers or the band,” Kohn 
said. “Today, as people have developed sophis-
ticated tastes and have become involved them-
selves with new cooking techniques, the food 
takes front and center stage.” 

It is this sophistication of the foodie’s eclectic 
palate that is driving chefs to create anything 
but the standard chicken or beef offerings at 
catered affairs. At a typical wedding catered by 

Quality Kosher, food selections may 
cover “at least” four different ethnic 
tastes, from sushi and noodles at 
an Asian station to Moroccan meat 
cigars and tagines, or Indian curries. 

Casual, But High End
Another trend in eating is that party 
guests still love their casual food, 
even if they are in sequined gowns 
and tuxedos. 

“You can take burgers and fries 
and other casual American food to 
another level and make them high 
end,” Kohn said. 

A fine menu starts with advanced 
planning. When Franci Goodstein 
Shanbom, 38, and Sam Shanbom, 
45, of West Bloomfield planned 
their Nov. 27 wedding — the night 
before Thanksgiving and the first 
night of Chanukah — they knew 
that the food would have to meld 
these two holidays. Because they 
married later in life, the Shanboms 
said they did not want to subject 
friends and family to just another 
“sit down chicken and baked potato 
dinner.” 

What Quality Kosher planned 
was something completely “off the 
board,” said Franci Shanbom. The 
evening included four buffet stations 
with varied types of potato latkes and pareve 
sour cream, mini turkey potpies in cups made 
of phyllo dough, a Pan Asian station featuring 
Asian noodle slaw and orange chicken, a Tex 
Mex station with steak fajitas and a burger sta-
tion including sliders made from salmon and 
portabella mushrooms. 

“We wanted a fun affair with a cocktail party 
feel, with lots of casual good food. Daniel is very 
youthful, and he had great ideas of how to make 
the party fun and hip,” Shanbom said. 

Vegan Gourmet
Chef Cari Herskovitz also wants to treat her 
kosher-observant clients to a meal and a catered 
affair with international flavors they may not 
ordinarily have a chance to sample. 

Herskovitz graduated from the Natural 
Gourmet Cookery Institute for Food and Healing 
in New York City in 2000 and worked in the food 
industry there for many years preparing gastro-
nomical delights for Lenny Kravitz, Ralph Lauren 
and Elie Wiesel. She moved back to Detroit in 

2003 and founded Chef Cari Kosher Catering, a 
Glatt kosher company housed at Congregation 
B’nai Moshe in West Bloomfield.

As vegetarian and vegan kosher venues open 
up in Detroit — such as Gold ‘n Greens at 
Wayne State University and Herskovitz’s summer 
pop-up falafel stand at Campus Martius Park — 
she loves to hear how they surprise the average 
restaurant goer. They realize that you don’t have 
to keep kosher, or even be Jewish, she says, to 
enjoy kosher food. What they are enjoying, sim-
ply, is good food. 

“I want people to come to me to cater an 
affair, first and foremost, because they are com-
ing to me for well-prepared food,” Herskovitz 
said. “I want them to know if they want that 
vegan wedding that will keep even their non-
vegan guests happy, they can come to me. They 
can also come to me if they keep on the more 
traditional side and want a meal with beef or 
chicken as the centerpiece.” 

Herskovitz said she enjoys offering clients the 

Not Your Bubbie’s Menu
Foodie craze catches up with kosher caterers.

Stacy Gittleman | Special to the Jewish News

Cari Herskovitz

Daniel Kohn

Ethnic food is prevalent at modern weddings.
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Epic Kosher Catering and Adat Shalom 
Create the Simcha of Your Dreams

Laura Stewart I Catering Director I Adat Shalom Synagogue
29901 Middlebelt Road / Farmington Hills, MI 48334
Phone: 248.432.5509
email: lstewart@theepicureangroup.com<mailto:lstewart@theepicureangroup.com>

Adat Shalom Synagogue and Epic Kosher Catering invite you to consider us for your next social event. 
Whatever you're celebrating: a marriage, a Bar or Bat Mitzvah or another special occasion, Epic Kosher 
Catering and Adat Shalom will help you create the party you have always wanted. Our beautiful social 
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healthiest food choices, creating vegetarian and 
vegan dishes as well as more traditional meat 
or dairy menus for affairs. For the adventurous 
vegetarians, she will create entire menus using 
greens like the ever-popular kale or taking a cue 
from the trend in using ancient grains like farro, 
amaranth and quinoa. 

Herskovitz said that vegan and vegetarian 
entrees could go beyond pasta and tofu. She 
likes to experiment with proteins like tempeh 
and seitan and introduce different grains, all 
enhanced with fresh herbs and greens. 

For one recent wedding, she created an entire 
vegetarian Indian feast consisting of eight to 
10 dishes complete with yogurt raita and naan 
bread. 

As health trends evolve, so have the offer-
ings of kosher caterers. Kohn and Herskovitz 
can attest that they have catered vegetarian 
and vegan weddings where courses included 
meatless entrees, such as stuffed manicotti or 
textured vegetable protein layered with roasted 
portabella mushrooms and asparagus. 

“When we sit down with the clients, we 
explain to them: ‘You are inviting 350 guests; 
you want them to come and then leave happy,’” 
Kohn said. “We round out the vegetarian and 
vegan offerings with interesting salads, a great 
sushi bar and velvety vegan soups.” 

And what about those pareve desserts? 
Back at his kitchen in Southfield, Kohn said 

David Carris, his pastry chef of 15 years, is con-
stantly working on the ultimate dairy-free des-
sert. 

“Our pastry chef has a way of working with 
desserts, starting with the finest quality ingre-
dients that you would never expect were dairy-
free or even egg-free. How good are they? I tell 
clients they must try the pareve creme brulee. 
If you don’t have a dairy creme brulee sitting 
there right next to it, you could swear you are 
eating the real thing. It’s that good.”  ■■

continued from page C14

Franci and Sam Shambon

Top: One of 
Chef Cari’s 

amazing 
dessert bars.

Below:  
Settings from 

Quality Kosher 
Catering.
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THIS YEAR THE RUGIERO FAMILY CELEBRATES IT’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY AT ROMAN VILLAGE WITH

THREE SEPARATE 50 DAY CELEBRATIONS

MONDAY - THURSDAY
BUY 1 REGULAR PRICED PIZZA AND GET SAME 

SIZE PIZZA (CHEESE AND 1 ITEM) FOR 50 CENTS 

OR BUY 1 REGULAR PRICED PASTA DISH AND 

GET THE SECOND PASTA DISH OF EQUAL OR 

LESSER VALUE FOR 50 CENTS.

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
BUY 1 PIZZA AT REGULAR PRICE GET 50% OFF 

THE 2ND PIZZA (CHEESE AND 1 ITEM) OR BUY 

1 PASTA DISH AND GET 50% OFF THE SECOND 

DISH OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE.
(Discounts during celebration dates only. One pasta dinner per person, 

dining room only, other exclusions apply.)
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L ast year, when Beth 
Desmon’s daughter, 
Sammi, was 8, she 

received a letter from Temple 
Israel in West Bloomfield asking 
that she come in to choose a bat 
mitzvah date.

But for months 
before that, moth-
ers in the Metro 
Detroit area were 
frantically calling, 
texting and email-
ing each other to 
find out the hope-
ful date of each 
child’s mitzvah, 
especially the kids at their own 
child’s school. 

“Parents at each elementary 
school, like West Hills or West 
Maple, create an unofficial list 
because no one wants there to be 
any conflicts, and it can be very 
stressful,” says Desmon, who lives 
in West Bloomfield. “But each 
list only includes the kids from 
their respective school. And my 

kids, like many others, do a lot of 
extracurricular activities and have 
friends all over.” 

And, she adds, no one wants 
to get to the planning stage, 
when it’s too late to change the 
date, only to find out that there’s 
another child with the same date, 

or that half their friends won’t be 
able to attend. 

Desmon, a lawyer and former 
co-owner of CutestBabyClothes.
com with her sister Ericka 
Beletskiy, began scouring the Web 

for a site that would compile all 
b’nai mitzvah dates, but came up 
empty.

So she created her own.
MyMitzvahDate.com was 

launched last May and has 
already received national regis-
tries. The website allows visitors to 
register each of their child’s dates 
(at no charge) and search bar or 
bat mitzvahs by child’s name, syn-
agogue, school, camp or zip code 
(within a certain radius). 

Once a search is completed, 
only the child’s first name and 
last initial, along with the event 
information, shows up (contact 
information is not accessible by 
users, and privacy standards are 
strictly adhered). 

“This way, a child’s informa-
tion is kept private, but a person 
who is legitimately using the site 
will know if there are conflicts,” 
Desmon says.

Because the site is still evolv-
ing, Desmon is always looking for 
feedback and has plans to layer 
in additional features, including 
featured events, resources and the 
opportunity to advertise.

“The goal is to have a universal 
list of all b’nai mitzvah dates so 
that conflicts will be minimized. 
Everyone wants their event to be 
well-attended, and this will help.”

To register, visit MyMitzvahDate.
com.  ■■

The Mitzvah List
Local mom makes choosing your child’s 
bar or bat mitzvah date a lot easier.

Lynne Konstantin | Contributing Writer

Beth Desmon with her husband, Mike, 
and kids Sammi and Jake
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Bed Sleeper in a 

Separate Living  
Room Area 

 

Wet Bar, Microwave,  
Refrigerator and  

Coffee Maker  
in every Suite  

 

Riparian Grille Dining 
Room and Bar 

 

1891540
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TAILORING
Full service for women, 

men and children

REPAIR
Shoes and all 
leather goods

MENSWEAR
Full dress and 

casual

TUXEDO
Rental and 

sales

SHOES
Sales and 

repair

STORE HOURS

Hudson & Citizens 

30% OFF 
REGULAR PRICE

SUITS
all Baroni Couture

 and S. Cohen 

$
ORIGINAL PRICE

ALL SPRING INVENTORY HAS ARRIVED AND WE ARE FULLY 
STOCKED WITH NEW DESIGNERS AND TRENDY STYLES

TUXEDOS

and receive 

$
EACH TUX RENTAL

Come Visit our Brand NEW 2700 sq. ft. ShowroomConveniently Located at 
12 Mile and Middlebelt
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W hat if you could 
have cake without 
the guilt? Perhaps a 

cake that is lower in fat, calories, 
sodium and sugar than many 
others on the market. Well, you 
can, thanks to mother-son duo 
Jane and Jeffrey Imerman, who 
launched Imerman Cake Co. 10 
months ago.

Jane is the mother of Jonny 

Imerman, who launched Imerman 
Angels, a nonprofit organization, 
after a successful fight against 
testicular cancer. Imerman Angels 
is an international cancer-support 
organization that matches up 
someone who is fighting cancer 
with someone who has survived 
the same type of cancer.

“My mom, brother and I turned 
to healthier living and a more 
organic lifestyle after my brother’s 
successful fight against cancer,” 
says Jeffrey, who is a former TV 
reporter/anchor and lawyer. Jane 
is a health-conscious baker who 

wanted to provide tasty organic 
food choices not only to her fam-
ily and friends, but to the local 
community as well. 

Jeffrey, 40, returned to 
Bloomfield Township from New 
York, where he had been living, to 
help launch the company. 

“It’s very fun and exciting to be 
working with my son,” Jane says. 
“We see each other every day. I 

probably like it more than 
he does!”

Mom and son developed 
the recipes for their cin-
namon and their chocolate 
chip cakes themselves.

“It took one year to get 
the organic recipes right,” 
Jane says. All of the recipes 
are nut-free with no artifi-
cial preservatives or sweet-
eners. The cakes carry the 
USDA Organic seal and are 
baked at Achatz Handmade 
Pie Co., also a local family-
owned company, which has 
a certified organic facility.

Imerman Cake Co. cur-
rently has two flavors: 
cinnamon and chocolate 
chip. The cakes come in 
a large size (more than 2 
pounds) and a mini size 
(about a half-pound). 
Prices range from $9.99 to 
$29.99. More flavors are 
on the way, Jeffrey says.
“We don’t use high-fruc-

tose corn syrup. None of the crops 
from which we draw our ingredi-
ents have been exposed to syn-
thetic pesticides or fertilizers, and 
we use no genetically engineered 
ingredients.  And the dairy ingredi-
ents come from animals that have 
not been given any antibiotics or 
growth hormones,” Jeffrey says. 

“Even the cake box is eco-
friendly; the box is recyclable and 
the window film is biodegrad-
able.” 

Customers can find the cakes 
at Fresh Farms Market in Grosse 
Pointe, Holiday Market in Royal 

Organic Yum
Imerman Cake Co. sells healthy cakes 
that help cancer survivors.

Jackie Headapohl | Managing Editor

Jane and Jeffrey Imerman

1891830

 At the Southfield Courtyard by Marriott, you won’t 
have to stress about planning your guest’s room  

accommodations. Your guest will enjoy our deluxe room 
accommodations, with close proximity to great wedding 

venues, museums, historical sites,  
casinos, and shopping.  

 We will ensure that everyone’s stay is enjoyable 
and memorable. Our staff is dedicated to providing atten-
tive and personalized service just as distinct as your cele-
bration. For more information, contact our Sales Office 

at (248) 358 - 1222 
 

On Your Wedding Day, We’ll  
Make Your Guest Feel As Special 

As You Do! Bistro Restaurant 
Breakfast, Dinner, Cocktails 
 Onsite Starbucks 
Free Wifi 
24 Hour Fitness Center 
Indoor Pool 
Complimentary Parking 
Event Space 

-Banquet event space up to 40 
-Courtyard event space up to 60 
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Oak, Market Square in West 
Bloomfield and Plum Market in 
Ann Arbor, Bloomfield Township, 
West Bloomfield and Chicago. 

Jeffrey says they will also be 
at farmers markets this summer. 
Orders can also be taken online at 
www.imermancake.com. 

“We’re very flexible and can 
accommodate any need,” says 
Jeffrey, adding that they filled 
an order for 300 mini-cakes just 
recently.

“Because we’re such a small 
startup, we do everything our-
selves,” adds Jane, who is a mem-
ber of Temple Kol Ami in West 
Bloomfield. “We like to give back 
— in both time and product.”

Jeffrey was recently honored 
by the Community House in 

Birmingham as a “pillar of vibran-
cy” in the category of wellness. He 
and his mother are determined to 
spread the word about healthier 
food options.

A portion of the proceeds from 
each cake the company sells is 
donated to Imerman Angels. “We 
also support Imerman Angels 
by spreading awareness and 
providing literature about IA at 
our in-store demos and farmers 
markets,” Jeffrey says. “It is a free 
service.” 

For information about ordering 
an Imerman organic cake for your 
next simchah, log on to www.
imermancake.com or check them 
out on Facebook at facebook.com/
ImermanCakeCompany.  ■■

Organic 
chocolate 
chip cake

Organic cinnamon cake

1901350

Chiavari Chairs, Chair Covers 
& Fine Table Linens

Call Iva today 
for your personal consultation.
248-926-8430 
Come and visit our brand new showroom

2873 Haggerty Hwy., Commerce Twp., MI 48390

www.affairstorememberonline.com

Elegant, affordable 
service at 

wholesale prices

Affairs To 
Remember

Jewish News Special:

FREE 
LINENS

With Chiavari 
Chair Rental
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continued on page C24

W ord is out among the tweens and 
teens on the b’nai mitzvah party cir-
cuit: Watch how you behave or the 

Red Coat Ladies will get you!
For mothers of brides-to-be, the warning is 

a little different: If you can’t get the Red Coat 
Ladies, don’t have a wedding!

The Red Coat Ladies, a party management 
company formally known as Party Assurance, 
was started 15 years ago by Pat Blackwell of 
Commerce Township. The ladies are on-site prob-
lem solvers who make sure weddings and b’nai 
mitzvah parties run smoothly.

Blackwell, 52, grew up on a farm in 
Minnesota, one of 11 children in a strongly 
Catholic family. 

Soon after she and her husband, Doug, mar-
ried in 1987, Blackwell took a job as building 
manager for Temple Israel in West Bloomfield. 
She supervised the custodial staff, managed the 
events schedule, made sure the rooms were set 
up, ordered supplies and more.

She was stunned by the lavishness of Detroit 
b’nai mitzvah and wedding parties.

“I had never seen parties like that,” she said. 
“Back in Minnesota, when my brother got mar-
ried, I picked the flowers and we butchered a 
steer.”

But Blackwell was also struck that so often 
the mother of the celebrant was unable to enjoy 
the festivities.

“I’d watch moms not be able to eat because 
an unexpected guest showed up, and she had to 
figure out how to squeeze in an extra place at 
Table 12,” she said. “Or someone had to leave 
early, and the mom couldn’t join the dancing 
because she had 
to run around to 
find the right party 
favor.”

What these par-
ties needed, she 
realized, was “an 
extra wife for the 
day” to take care of 
the details.

Blackwell offered 
her help to those 
having parties at 
Temple Israel. Soon, 
their friends host-
ing parties else-
where were asking 
for her services. 
She quit her day 
job and started 
managing parties 

full time.
Chaperoning is a major part of the package 

for b’nai mitzvah parties. The Red Coat Ladies 
make sure the young guests don’t sneak alcohol-
ic drinks or get up to mischief in the restrooms, 
and they stay at the party until every child has 
been picked up.

The Red Coat Ladies have become known for 
their ingenuity.

“She absolutely saved the day at 
my daughter’s wedding,” raved Margo 
Stocker of Farmington Hills. 

At the Friday night rehearsal dinner for 
her daughter Laurie’s wedding to Kevin 
Skurow in October 2012, Stocker’s older 
daughter noticed a problem with the 
ketubah: The bride’s name was in the spot 
for the groom’s name, and his name was 
in the bride’s spot.

“Pat said, ‘I’ll take care of it,’ and 
whisked it away,” Stocker said. “At 10:30 
that night she called and said it was all 
taken care of. Hiring her was money more 
than well spent!”

The Red Coat Ladies also rescued Cara 
Lash at her bat mitzvah party last April at 
the Royal Oak Farmer’s Market. “On the 
day of the party, her dress didn’t fit,” said 
Cara’s mother, Stacy Lash of Huntington 

Woods. “They sewed her into it!”
Blackwell is “worth her weight in gold,” she 

said.
Blackwell started as a one-woman show 

but soon realized she had to expand. She had 
to be in Minnesota on a Sunday for a family 
emergency, but she had a party to manage on 
Saturday night. She worked the party and was 
able to get to Minnesota the next afternoon. 
Soon after she got home, Blackwell hired an 
assistant. 

Now the company has 11 lead workers, who 
can staff a party alone, and 30 who work as 
assistants.

Most of the staff are moms used to juggling 
multiple family activities. Blackwell met them 
at school PTO meetings and Boy Scout activities 
that she attended with her three sons, now 19, 
16 and 14.

Soon after starting the company, Blackwell 
wore a red jacket to a party. Someone came up 
to her with a problem and said, “They told me 
to find the lady in the red coat.”

The same thing happened at the next party. 
Blackwell realized the red jacket made her easy 
to identify. A red jacket, black pants and white 
shirt became the staff uniform.

Before a party, Blackwell meets with the mom; 

Ladies In Red
These red-coated chaperones ensure a smooth party. 

Barbara Lewis  | Contributing Writer

Pat Blackwell with a chef from Great Lakes Culinary Catering

Pat Blackwell
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Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Whirlyball
Coming Fall 2011!

Bayou Golf

Gator Tag on the
Bayou Mezzanine

Arcade with
Redemption Center

Bungee Trampoline

High Ropes Course

Indoor Bayou Deck

Infl atable Shark Slide
Garden Court –

Convertible to Event Surfaces

Caj’n Cliffs
(Rock Wall)

Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Only 25
minutes from 

most West Side 
locations!

   We Now Have
  Whirlyball!
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even in families where fathers 
play an active role with the chil-
dren, party planning is almost 
always the mother’s domain, she 
says.

They go through the event step 
by step, with Blackwell asking 
questions from her long checklist. 
Even very organized moms don’t 
think of everything, she says.

Before the party, Blackwell 
loads up her car with supplies and 
makes sure everything gets set up 
at the site.

“My record is 32 trips,” she 
said. “The mom had created 
elaborate basketball-themed 
centerpieces in her basement for 
a bar mitzvah at Adat Shalom 
Synagogue in Farmington Hills. I 
could only take one at a time in 
my car.

“Instead of running back and 
forth, the mom had that time to 
visit with her out-of-town com-
pany.”

Each Red Coat Ladies lead 
worker carries a suitcase of sup-
plies to handle emergencies: 
needles and thread, glue, static 
guard spray, scissors — even a 
steamer to take care of wrinkled 
clothing.

They also carry an extra uniform 
for themselves. At one wedding, 
a groomsman split his pants as 

he was lifting the bridal chair for 
the hora. Duct tape didn’t work. 
Blackwell is tall, so she got her 
extra pants — and they fit the 
guest well enough.

After the party, the Red Coat 
Ladies pack up everything that 
needs to go home with the family. 
At weddings, they make sure the 
bride and groom have whatever 
they want in their limo and hotel 
room.

The company now handles 
about 180 b’nai mitzvah parties 
a year and almost as many wed-
dings. 

The Red Coat Ladies have 
worked at more than 200 venues, 
from the Adoba Hotel in Dearborn 
to the Zap Zone in Farmington 
Hills. Prices vary, depending on 
how many Red Coat Ladies are 
needed and for how long; pack-
ages start at $750. 

Most parties have two Red 
Coat Ladies on hand. The most 
Blackwell has had at one event 
is six. It was a “magical mystery 
tour” party; she needed one chap-
erone on each of the three buses 
and one at each site the buses 
visited.

Detailed information about the 
company’s services is available 
at the company’s website, www.
partyassurance.com.  ■■

Pat Blackwell makes sure the ice cream cart is ready to go.

continued from page C22

1903870

Theresa L. Thompson
Events Manager

tthompson@jccdet.org

(248) 432-5536
6600 W. Maple Rd, West Bloomfi eld, MI 48322

www.jccdet.org-Private Events-West Bloomfi eld

Host Your Next Event With
The Jewish Community Center

in West Bloomfi eld

From Bar/Bat Mitzvahs to 
Wedding or Baby Showers, we can do it all! 

Whether you’re hosting a 
wedding or just a small gathering 

with friends, we have the perfect space 
to accommodate your group.    

Believe it or not, we have already hosted 
more than 60 Simchas this year at the JCC in 

Handleman Hall
Prentice Wagner Teen Center

Greenberg Suite
Charach Gallery  

The possibilities are endless!



BI R M I N G H A M       248.647.1290   T H E R E S E R V E B I R M I N G H A M.C O M

Located on the grounds of the acclaimed Big Rock Chophouse.

MAZEL TOV!
SPECIALIZING IN
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Something Special
Gift giving for the bar and bat mitzvah.

Lynne Konstantin | Contributing Writer

W hile 12- and 13-year-olds are hardly adults, becoming a bar 
or bat mitzvah should be a meaningful step toward maturity 
and living a Jewish life. Which means that gift-giving is that 

much more tricky. Not a child; not an adult — what to do?
Gone are the days that the typewriter is the end-all of bar mitzvah 

gifts (unless the recipient is into antiques). A pen set or cash (in mul-
tiples of 18, or chai) are still popular and generous, and camp gear 
and sporting equipment are always welcome. But if you are looking 
to bestow something a bit more meaningful, read on for some of our 
favorite suggestions.

The GIFT OF AN ADVENTURE can be life-changing, 
confidence-boosting or just fun. Consider a gift 
certificate for a horse-riding lesson (try Haverhill 
Farms in White Lake, pictured), a scuba-diving course, 
even tickets to a concert or sporting event.

Israeli artisan Michal Golan’s STAR OF DAVID EARRINGS ($56) 
are studded with amethyst and blue Swarovski crystals. 
Emery’s Creative Jewelry, Farmington Hills (248-855-0433).

This brown or black LEATHER CHAI BRACELET ($39), 
also available with a Star of David or Shema, is a 
rugged alternative to a necklace for a boy. Alef Bet 
by Paula (alefbet.com; 888-253-3238). 

Tangibly handcrafted and super cool 
for boys or girls, MarLa Studio’s 
bronze 18=CHAI=LIFE NECKLACE ($66) 
reverses from “chai” in Hebrew on one 
side to “18” (the numeric equivalent 
for the letters of chai) on the other 
side. Marlastudio.com.

Multicolored 
Swarovski crystals, 
glass beads and 
enamel embellish 
Michal Golan’s 
HAMSA BRACELET 
($31), the Middle 
Eastern symbol 
of good luck and 
protection from the 
”evil eye,“ strung 
together on a black 
leather cord. Emery’s 
Creative Jewelry, 
Farmington Hills 
(248-855-0433).

Celebrate her special day with a personalized gift wrapped up in 
adorable packaging. Kris Nations’ BIRTHSTONE NECKLACE ($42) 
is packaged in a corked bottle along with info about the mean-
ing of the stone. Guys N Gals, West Bloomfield (248-851-1260). 

C. Bennett Scopes will transform a 
bar or bat mitzvah invitation into the 
centerpiece of a one-of-a-kind SPECIAL 
OCCASION KALEIDOSCOPE ($70), 
embellished with beads and a liquid-
filled chamber filled with complementary 
colors. Cbennettscopes.com; 
(856-223-8857).
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Give the gift of books: 
a gift card to BARNES & 
NOBLE (or give local, like 
Book Beat in Oak Park), 
along with a suggested 
reading list (which he 
can mix in with a few of 
his own choosing). Or 
be bold, and buy a few 
books themselves. Some 
favorite Judaica titles 
include Great Jews in 
Sports by Robert Slater, 
the revised edition of 
Joseph Telushkin’s Jewish 
Literacy or This Is My God, 
Herman Wouk’s witty and 
powerful intro to Judaism.

Made by the Israel 
Museum, this NAMES 
OF JERUSALEM T-SHIRT 
($19.90) has 36 of the 
names of Jerusalem, 
used by Jews and 
others, emblazoned 
in vibrant colors. 
JudaicaWebStore.com.

The intertwined Hebrew letters of the 
Shema set off by shimmering pave CZ 
stones in a petite hamsa in Marlee’s 
Glisten Collection’s SHEMA AND 
HAMSA NECKLACE ($69.99). Marlee’s 
by Tapper’s, Novi (12 Oaks Mall); 
West Bloomfield; Troy (the Somerset 
Collection); marleestyle.com.

Have a custom-designed GLASS KEEPSAKE BOX (starts at $180) 
preserve his or her bar or bat mitzvah invitation. Clients can choose 
from thousands of glass textures and colors to complement the design 
of the invitation. Guys N Gals, West Bloomfield (248-851-1260).

1904540

Bridal Couture of Birmingham is excited to announce 
that they will be moving to a new location May 1, 2014.  

Our new store will be just across the street from the current store.  
The new address will be 912 South Old Woodward Avenue.  

Please watch as we renovate this building into a new, gorgeous salon.

Gown by Matthew Christopher

BRIDAL COUTURE OF BIRMINGHAM

34000 North Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, MI 48009

248.645.0500

www.bridalcouturemi.com | bridalcouturemi@hotmail.com

BRIDAL COUTURE OF PLYMOUTH

223 North Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

734.455.1100
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T he hall has been booked, 
the dress fitted, the flow-
ers selected, the food 

tasted, the photographer approved, 
the bands auditioned, the rings 
engraved and the honeymoon 
suite reserved. With all the mate-
rial components of the wedding in 
place, the focus now turns to the 
intangibles. What makes a Jewish 
wedding truly moving and memo-

rable is not what is seen, but what 
is heard. The emotional tone of the 
ceremony won’t be set by the size 
of the bride’s bouquet, but by a 
heartfelt blessing, a unique vow or 
a special song. 

That’s where I come in. 
A musician and singer by hobby, 

I have had the happy fortune of 
being asked to sing under the 
chuppah at the weddings of most 
of my best friends as well as close 
family members. The Jewish wed-
ding ceremony is rich in opportuni-
ties for powerful emotional expres-
sion, especially in its music. 
   Songs about holy love punctu-
ate and enliven each step of the 
process: the groom’s entrance, then 
the bride’s; the last of the seven 
blessings; the breaking of the glass. 
The quality and combination of the 
tunes used for these moments lend 
each and every chuppah a unique 
emotional texture. 

I view my role in these weddings 
not just as cantor or entertainer, 
but as consultant. In order to cre-
ate a “score” that channels the 
couple’s individual personality, 
I provide them with a range of 
options for each musical moment 
and give ideas and tips on how to 
fit the music into the complex cho-

reography of their chuppah. Some 
include pop music in their ceremo-
ny; others keep to the traditional 
Hebrew verse. A few grooms will 
break the glass underfoot while I 
am still singing, “If I Forget Thee 
O Jerusalem,” but most will wait 
until after the last note, letting the 
sound of the shattering signal the 
eruption of “Mazel tov!” from the 
crowd.

Chuppah music is an art; and 
like all good art, it comes together 
in the details. Attention to detail 
is essential to creating a seamless 
esthetic experience for the bride, 
groom and assembled guests; and 
for my part, is a gesture of love and 
dedication toward the marrying 
couple. 

I begin rehearsing weeks 
before the event, nailing 

down the perfect tempo, finding 
the optimal key for my vocal range 
and making certain that I can com-
fortably hit the lowest and highest 
notes. When the specifics are set, I 
get in touch with the band leader 
to bring him or her up to speed. 
Come wedding day, I drag the key-
boardist out of the smorgasbord 
to run through the set with me in 
person, just to be sure that nothing 
is left to chance. 

There are few acts more gratify-
ing than to enhance the sweet-
ness of the wedding day for dear 
friends. I got to experience one of 
them recently as I designed and 
performed (along with my new 
sister-in-law) the vocals for my 
own chuppah. 

Singing to my glowing bride as 
she circled around me seven times, 
I felt as though all the time and 
care I had put into every previous 
chuppah performance, all of the 
logistical and esthetic expertise 
I had accumulated, all of it was 
meant to prepare me for that 
moment, for her.  ■
Binyamin Kagedan has an M.A. 
in Jewish thought from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America.
He can be reached at 
bkagedan@gmail.com.

The Delicate Art 
Of  Chuppah Music
Binyamin Kagedan | JNS.org

Binyamin Kagedan performs under a chuppah. 
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Providing personalized service from start to finish

Invitations �Stationery �Accessories 
Party Favors �Gifts �Calligraphy �up to

30% off

Phone: 248-258-1657
32802 Franklin Road

Email: invitations@invitesink.com
Terri@invitesink.com

1901710

www.idealprotein.com

Let Personal Nutrition Solutions 
Help Y ou Look and Feel Y our Best 

for Y our Big Event
Widely used in Europe, The Ideal Protein Weight 

Loss Method is a quick and healthy program 

with proven long lasting results using gourmet 

foods and ongoing personal support.

 

Personal
Nutrition Solutions, llc

15% OFF 
Initial Consultation 
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S ix-and-a-half years ago, 
my husband Michael and 
I flew to Rhode Island, 

donned new, hard-chosen formal 
wear — one of us also wore high-
ly uncomfortable, but perfectly 
coordinated shoes — and, sur-
rounded by our closest family and 
friends, took turns grabbing the 
handle of a broom and sweeping.

Much to our enlightenment, 
we had become involved in what 
turned out to be an endearing 
Jewish tradition highlighted by the 
symbolic sweeping of our home 
after leading our last child to mar-
riage.

During the Aug. 12, 
2007, reception that fol-
lowed the wedding of 
our son Rick to Penina 
Schreiber, daughter 
of Alane and David 
Schreiber of Sharon, 
Mass., we were seated 
and crowned with floral 
wreaths just before the 
sweeping began. We were 
then introduced to the 
Mezinke dance, involving 
guests holding hands and 
moving in a circle around 
us, while we swept. 

The lively, admittedly 
unusual tradition was cre-
ated as a way to honor 
parents for raising their children 
to the day they were married. 
Through the years, the Mezinke, 
Yiddish for “youngest daughter,” 
has been modified to refer to the 
last child to be married, including 
sons. 

Surrounded by the dancers, 
Michael and I stood and took 
turns sweeping with a comi-
cally painted, colorful broom, pur-
chased by Penina’s mom at TJ 
Maxx, on which she added rib-
bons and flowers. Members of our 
family also swept, participating in 
the celebration.

Brought to America by Eastern 
European Jews, the Mezinke is 
danced to music that begins slow-
ly and speeds up in tempo, often 

the Yiddish song, ”Di Mezinke 
Oysgegebn.“

In Yiddish, the floral crowns 
worn during the dance are called 
krenzels and are typically a cir-
cular wreath of flowers, often 
attached with various lengths 
of ribbon that hang down the 
back. Alane made ours, weaving 
together blue, purple and white 
silk flowers, instead of real ones, 
so that our granddaughter, Shira, 
then 4, could keep them for dress 
up. Because of the crowns, the 
Mezinke is sometimes called the 
“krenzel dance.”

Not a Jewish law or even a 
religious tradition, the Mezinke 
is thought by some to have been 
based on the blessing for Jewish 
children to grow up to be brought 
into marriage; the dance then 
bestows honor upon parents at 
this milestone.

After Rick and Penina’s wedding, 
the broom was given to them to 
use in their home, now in Boca 
Raton, Fla. While some may save 
theirs to re-use when they are hon-
ored during a Mezinke dance of 
their own, there’s not much chance 
in this case — not since the fun 
and colorful sweeper was discov-
ered by their almost 3-year-old son, 
Noam, who, like many kids his age, 
loves to clean.  ■■

A Clean Sweep
With the marriage of  our last child
came something unique and fun.
Shelli Liebman Dorfman | Contributing Writer  

Shelli and Michael Dorfman enjoy the festivi-
ties while the broom is handed from the bride’s 
sister, Adina Schreiber of Boston, to the new-
lyweds’ brother-in-law, Bryan Schon of West 
Bloomfield.
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BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE

SANDWICH
With purchase of 2 Drinks and Large Fries

DINE-IN ONLY 
Valid after 1:30pm weekdays & all day Saturday. W/Jewish 
News coupon. One Coupon per table. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. No Cash value.

Valid after 5pm weekdays & all day Saturday. W/Jewish 
News coupon. One Coupon per table. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. No Cash Value. Exp 4/17/14

Valid after 2pm weekdays & all day Saturday. W/Jewish 
News coupon. One Coupon per table. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. No Cash Value. NC-LW
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5160 Meijer Dr., Royal Oak

(248)288-5888 
www.infl atableplayspaces.com

For that party WOW!
We Rent 
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Most of us have dreamed of 
a fairy-tale wedding day 
with all the trimmings. But 

whether you crave a top-of-the-line 
celebration or rustic festivities, the 
bills can still add up. 

But it is possible to create the 
memorable day of your dreams 
without breaking the bank — espe-
cially if you keep in mind the things 
that are important to you and your 
groom, rather than the most expen-
sive of everything. At the end of the 
day, you will be left with fantastic 
memories, a day of love and fun — 
the beginning of a life together.

PRIORITIZE Choose three com-
ponents of your wedding that speak 
the most of you and your groom, and 
focus your dollars on those. Have you 
always dreamed of walking down 
the aisle in a fairy-tale gown? Start 
your budget with the dress. Does 
music rock your world? Plan to spend 
money on the band or DJ that will 
motivate the mood you want your 
party to have. If you focus on the 
facets that thrill you the most, chanc-
es are you won’t mind foregoing or 
limiting the pieces that just aren’t as 
important to you.

PLAN Once you know the most 
important pieces, you can get to 
work. It can be helpful to hire an 
event planner, but that also incurs 
additional costs where you may not 
want to spend the money. But if you 
really feel you need the advice of an 
expert, says Rebecca Schlussel, co-
owner of Joe Cornell Entertainment 
in Southfield, “Many planners will 
meet for a consultation, get you 
organized, then be there for the big 
day to tie it all together. There are 
many levels of usability.” 
     It’s also helpful to take advan-
tage of the bridal and event expos 
that take place throughout the year 
(visit michiganweddingslavin.com for 
a chronological list of shows, check 
out Joe Cornell’s Event Planning 
Expo on Sunday, Sept. 28, and visit 

planitmagazine.com). “Advice is 
free,” says Schlussel. “Anyone you 
talk to in the industry, whether it’s a 
venue or a DJ company, has worked 
with people they like and can give 
referrals.”

RECRUIT Gather your closest friends 
and assign to their strengths. Do you 
have a crafty friend? Ask her to create 
DIY place cards or giveaways. Does 
your sister have a green thumb? Put 
her to work choosing a florist and 
being their point person, or 
if she’s willing, let her design 
the florals herself.

THINK OUT OF THE 
(WEDDING) BOX 
Choose a venue that’s 
already loaded with ambi-
ence, like a restaurant, a 
museum, even the zoo, 
where the decor is ready 
to go. You can save tons 
on extras like chairs, linens, 
china and more.

CHOP CHOP Be ruthless 
when compiling your guest 
list. If you are consistent 
(no one from work; no one 
that you don’t know person-
ally; no children), it helps to 
spare feelings while trim-
ming costs substantially.

GO INFORMAL Let your 
invitations express your per-
sonal style. You can still fol-
low the etiquette dicated by 
Emily Post while saving dol-
lars with downloadable and 
printable invitations, found 
in slews on Etsy.com and 
other websites (sometimes 
they are even free), and 
often including an entire 
suite with complementary 
response cards, place cards 
and more. The Summer 
Florals design shown here 
by Pics-O-Andrea cost a 
mere $20; the designer will 

customize to your specifications then 
email a high-resolution digital PDF or 
JPEG and you can print as many as 
you want.

SCAVENGE Centerpieces don’t 
have to be enormous and overflow-
ing. Pick up diminutive vases at 
Target, Ikea and flea markets and 
scatter a handful on each table with 
shimmering votives. Fill them with a 
bud or two, or even a simple, sculp-
tural branch — much less costly.  ■

Brides On A Budget
Our top tips for creating the day of  your dreams without 
breaking the bank.

Lynne Konstantin | Contributing Writer

We are in the details, so you 
can be in the moment. Treat 

friends and family to inspiring 
festivities from an exquisite 

rehearsal dinner, to an elegant 
celebration, to a relaxing 

morning after champagne 
brunch. Create the perfect 
atmosphere in the artfully-

restored Crystal or Venetian 
ballrooms, the famed 

Italian Garden, or the more 
contemporary Woodward 
Ballroom. Entrust us with 

your vision, and let us handle 
the rest. You will be free to 
focus on the vows you take 

and the memories you make.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
TO MAKE A RESERVATION, VISIT 

WESTIN.COM/BOOKCADILLAC OR 
CALL 1.313.442.1600.

YOUR 
 DREAM DAY

©2011 Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SPG, 
Preferred Guest, Westin and their logos 
are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.  
For full terms & conditions visit  
westin.com/bookcadillac
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 www.PalmBeachPatio.com
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Contempo Collection

Discover a World of 
Outdoor Luxury, on Sale 

for a Limited Time.

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

S AV E  A N  A D D I T I O N A L
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ANDREA 
CAROLLO

248.330.3401

acarollo@maxbroock.com

www.MichiganRealEstateCoach.com
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O n a typical Shabbat in 
any Jewish American 
house of worship, there 

is a young man or woman seated 
on the bimah. Dressed in a brand 
new suit or dress, these kids try to 
calm the butterflies in 
their stomachs before 
being called to the 
Torah for the very first 
time. You may think 
they are the only one 
in the building going 
through a rite-of-passage ritual. 

However, their peers sitting in 
the sanctuary are also enduring 
their own coming-of-age test as 
they navigate the bar/bat mitzvah 
ceremony and party circuit. It may 
be their first exposure to a formal 
occasion in an increasingly infor-
mal society. 

Bar and bat mitzvah etiquette 
starts with getting that invite in 
the mail (and responding in a 
prompt manner) and ends with 
knowing whom to thank at the 
end of the evening (the parents), 
and how many favors you are 
allowed to take at the end of the 

party (hint: one per guest). 
Fortunately, there are businesses 

like Joe Cornell Entertainment in 
Southfield, co-owned by sister and 
brother team Steve Jasgur and 
Rebecca Schlussel, to help these 

young adults learn the 
unwritten rules they are 
expected to follow. 

On a Wednesday 
evening Hebrew school 
session back in February, 
around 35 sixth- and 

seventh-graders at Adat Shalom 
Synagogue in Farmington Hills 
were treated to an afternoon 
off from their regular stud-
ies to a 90-minute Joe Cornell 
Entertainment workshop. 

The workshop, complete with 
a candlelighting ceremony, cake 
and dancing, was a highly con-
densed sampling of a 12-week 
course offered by the company 
that teaches adolescents the fine 
points of attending a dance or 
other social occasion. 

Schlussel has been offer-
ing b’nai mitzvah etiquette for 
many years. Having just planned 

Minding 
Your Manners
Young people learn the rules for sharing 
in their friends’ big day.

Stacy Gittleman   | Special to the Jewish News
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Above: Rebecca 
Schlussel of West 
Bloomfield talks with 
Scott Katz, 11, of 
Farmington Hills.

1885760
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a December 2013 bar mitzvah 
for her own son, she now spoke 
through the lens of her personal 
experience.

 “When you get that invita-
tion in the mail, find the family 
calendar. As soon as you know 
that date is clear, you respond 
‘yes’ and put the response card 
in the mail, or email your reply,” 
she instructed the students, seated 
around a dance floor where they 
would soon show off their best 
moves. “Your friend really wants 
you to come to their bar mitzvah, 
and the parents really have to 
know how much food to get — 
and how many napkins to order 
from the caterer.” 

I must offer you full disclo-
sure here: In addition to being a 
writer, I am also the sixth-grade 
Hebrew school teacher at Adat 
Shalom. Throughout the year, I’ve 
watched my students mature from 
an energetic bunch of little kids 
into inquisitive, emerging young 
adults who demonstrate that they 
are prepared to do the work and 
studying required to become a bar 
or bat mitzvah. 

As their teacher, I get an inside 
track on the mindset of the pre-
b’nai mitzvah scene. At the start 
of class, a student will enthu-
siastically share the news with 
me that they received their bar/

Matthew Berg, 11, of Farmington talks with Rebecca Schlussel of West 
Bloomfield about the proper way to say thank you after a bar mitzvah.

continued on page C34

Izzy Randel, 12, Scott Katz, 11, both of Farmington Hills; Matthew Brown, 12, 
of Franklin; Jacob Kroll, 12, of West Bloomfield; and Jessica Gordon, 11, of 
Farmington Hills play the family blowing out the candles at a bar mitzvah.

We have FUN down to a science!
Discover the place for bar mitzvahs, 
reunions, holiday parties and more!

With more than 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration 
and event space, the Michigan Science Center accommodates 

groups of 20 to 2,000 for casual and elegant events.

rentals@Mi-Sci.org or call 313.577.8400, ext. 442,  
for more information.

Don’t forget to check out our Birthday packages online too.  
Affordable fun that’s sure to thrill every guest on your invitation list!

www.Mi-Sci.org
5020 John R. Street, Detroit, MI 48202  

1893670

6325 Orchard Lake Road, West Bloomfi eld |  248.539.3090 | mariasbridalcouture.com

Now Offering Party and Bat Mitzvah Dresses

1894600
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bat mitzvah date and Torah por-
tion. Others will tell me how they 
recently attended a bar/bat mitz-
vah and to avoid getting “bored,” 
they actually made an effort to 
follow along with the service and 
the Torah reading. Or look up their 
Torah reading. This is music to a 
Hebrew school teacher’s ears. 

Continuing to focus on the ritual 
aspect of the b’nai mitzvah, Rabbi 
Rachel Shere led the students 
through a question-and-answer 
session of how to conduct oneself 
at Shabbat services. 

She advised the students to tell 
their friends that it is acceptable 
to arrive to synagogue an hour 
later than indicated on the invita-
tion. It is not acceptable to use 
any electronics in the building on 
Shabbat, so students accustomed 
to being constantly wired may 
have to arrange pick-up times 
with parents earlier or, at least, 
use their phones outside the 
building or in a quiet corner. 

“We know that cell phones are 
a fact of life. But on Shabbat we 
try to avoid these distractions as 
much as possible so we can pray 
with our community. If you must 
use a cell phone to contact your 
parents for a ride home, please be 
discrete about it,” Shere said. 

Shere added that options for 
“boredom” during services include 
taking a short break outside the 
sanctuary in the synagogue’s 
youth lounge, where there will be 
snacks to fend off mid-morning 
hunger. It is also expected of them 
to be gracious guests. 

“Always remember to introduce 
yourself to the parents of your 
friend and thank them for invit-
ing you to this very happy family 
occasion,” she said. 

After the more serious lessons, 
it was time to have some fun.

Students played roles of the 
“bar mitzvah family,” in a mock 
candle ceremony and were then 
taught the hora and other dance 
moves. 

According to Jasgur, dancing 
at a b’nai mitzvah party is not 
optional.

“Dancing for your friend is a fun 
obligation that shows your friend 
how happy you are to celebrate 
with them on their big day,” 
Jasgur said. 

At Temple Israel in West 
Bloomfield, Rabbi Marla Hornsten 
said that Joe Cornell Entertainment 
offered similar workshops to ado-
lescents, and proper dress and 
behavior in the sanctuary are dis-
cussed in the classroom. 

“Most of all, I hope this is a 
conversation parents are having 
with their children long before 
they are dropped off for the morn-
ing service,” Hornsten said. 

Andre Douville, executive direc-
tor of Temple Shir Shalom in West 
Bloomfield, said the congregation 
prepares the entire bar mitzvah 
family for the occasion with a few 
meetings with the clergy that start 
18 months prior to the big day. 
At these meetings, families are 
encouraged to come to services in 
the months leading up to the bar 

Scott Katz, 11, of Farmington Hills practices being placed in a chair and held 
high by party goers.

continued from page C33

continued on page C36
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or bat mitzvah to become familiar 
with services and to understand 
what will be expected of them. 

During these meetings, a family 
may want to share some informa-
tion on the kinds of kids who are 
coming to the temple for services. 
If there will be a large amount of 
non-Jewish kids, the families have 
the option of inserting a one or 
two-lined “synagogue primer” in 
their invitation envelope about 
behavior and dress expectations. 

The temple has also adjusted 
the start time of services on 
Friday nights from 8 to 7:30 p.m. 
to accommodate sleepy middle 

schoolers who have been 
waking up early all week 
for school. Also, Shir 
Shalom will “ramp up” 
the number of ushers 
depending on the number 
of young guests. 

“We know times are 
different now. We expect 
a level of decorum in 
temple, such as no cell 
phones and limited con-

versations. But kids are kids, and 
we know they are going to be 
antsy. Sometimes, you have to be 
a little forgiving,” Douville said. 

So, to my young friends in the 
bar/bat mitzvah circuit, and you 
know who you are: Do yourself a 
favor. Learn how to sit in services. 
Take the time to follow along with 
your friends’ Torah reading to give 
them your support — after all 
that’s what you are there for. 

There will be a bagel with your 
name on it waiting for you at the 
Kiddush as your reward for good 
behavior.  ■■

continued from page C34

Steve Jasgur of West 
Bloomfield dresses up 
Matthew Brown, 12, of 
Franklin as the father of 
the bar mitzvah boy.

LGBT Wedding Expo

P ride Source Media Group, publisher of Between The Lines news-
paper, will have its fourth-annual Ultimate LGBT Wedding & 
Anniversary Expo from noon-6 p.m. Saturday, April 12, at the 

Southfield Civic Pavilion, 26000 Evergreen Road. 
The expo features local businesses that provide wedding services to 

same-sex couples.“The Expo is the perfect place to find LGBT-friendly 
vendors for a future Michigan wedding and other events, such as birth-
days, anniversaries and more,” says Susan Horowitz, editor-in-chief of 
Between The Lines. 

The event features a couture bridal fashion show, presented by 
B. Ella Bridal, complimentary mini spa treatments, free wine and 
hors d’oeuvres tastings, dancing and dozens of exciting raffle prizes. 
Attendance is $10 and open to the public. Parking is free.  ■ 

1904790

PIZZA Toarminas.com

|  6459 Inkster (at Maple Bloomfield Hills

Make Your Own 
Pizza Party! Come book your special

occasion with us. New party room 
available for private events.

BOOK YOUR 
Pizza Party's or Cloud 9 DJ Party's 

PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Must present coupon at time of 
purchase. Cannot be combined with 

any other off ers. Additional items 
extra. Tax & delivery extra.

24 INCH 
2 TOPPING 

$2099

Must present coupon at time of 
purchase. Cannot be combined with 

any other off ers. Additional items 
extra. Tax & delivery extra.

of Bloomfi eld   I   6459 Inkster Rd., Bloomfi eld Hills
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8 PC. BROASTED CHICKEN, 
POTATOES & 
TOARMINA BREAD

$1699
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www.krystynaseuropeanspa.com    248.540.0600
31815 Southfield Road    Suite 32    Beverly Hills, MI 48025
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KrystynasEuropeanSpa.com
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Don’t forget to ask for a spring 

all natural Jane Iredale makeup 

consultation - free with every 

purchased service!
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continued on page C40

Throwing a bar or bat 
mitzvah, wedding, bridal 
or baby shower, even a 

reunion? Expert help is avail-
able. Get to know a few of 
Metro Detroit’s busiest event 
planners (but they’ll always 
have time for you!). 

BONNIE COLEMAN 
STEINBOCK, owner of 
Elm Events LLC in Royal 
Oak, (248) 515-2800. 

WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN THEY HIRE YOU?
Great service and organiza-
tion — with a smile. I can get 
involved as much or as little as 
a client needs, including help-
ing choose invitations; deter-
mining the creative look of the 
event with linens, florals, decor, 
entertainment and so on; coordi-
nating with all the vendors; creat-
ing floor plans and itineraries; and 
providing checklists for clients to 
stay on track. 

WHAT IS YOUR PHILOSOPHY?
It is their party, not mine. So I listen 
to my clients and give my opinions, 
but it is my job to help them create 
their vision. I also want my client 
to be a guest at their own party — 
nobody should be tapping them on 
the shoulder with questions.

ANDREA SOLOMON, 
owner of Andrea Solomon 
Wedding and Event 
Planner in West Bloomfield, 
Andreasolomon.com

WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN THEY HIRE YOU?
It starts with a complimentary 
consultation. It is up to me to make 
sure the client’s event lives up to 
his or her expectations. 

HOW ARE YOU UNIQUE?
I offer invitations, place cards 
thank-you notes, computer and 
hand calligraphy, programs, nap

kins, guest towels and gift items. 
But I also have relationships with 
many outside vendors as well. I 
attend conferences to stay up to 
date on the latest trends, fashions 
and ideas.

WHAT KINDS OF PROBLEMS 
HAVE YOU SOLVED?
A bat mitzvah party was held at a 
museum that would not allow any 
glitter inside — but the center-
pieces were loaded with it. I had 
a bottle of clear acrylic spray in 
my car, so we took all the center-
pieces outside, sprayed them and 
let them dry. The museum curator 
did the white-glove test, and we 
passed. 

JANIS STERNBERG, owner 
of JSA Personalized in Oak 
Park, (248) 225-1274.

WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN HIRING YOU?
They get a custom party with one-
stop shopping. I do many pieces 
of the party myself, including 
balloons, centerpieces, signs, give-
aways, party assisting and chaper-

Meet And Greet
Say hello to some local event planners 
who can help with your big day.

Lynne Konstantin | Contributing Writer

J E W E L R Y

(248) 851-5030

Gifts For Every Celebration!
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Lauren Jackson was the planner and 
the client at her daughter, Sami’s, bat 
mitzvah at Andiamo Novi.



LOCATED IN  Farmington Hills at Copper Creek Golf Course  |  27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard (12 Mile just west of Halsted)

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED  For all your lunch, dinner and party/banquet needs

HOURS  Mon Closed  I  Tues - Thurs: 11am - 10pm  I  Fri: 11am - 11pm  I  Sat: 4pm - 11pm  I  Sun: 4pm - 9pm

Mark Zarkin & Steve Lelli “AT YOUR SERVICE!”

Where Food is King

248 994 1111  |  www.lellisinn.com

Make your private event bookings for any day of the week.
Whether it be a holiday event, business dinner, birthday, wedding, rehearsal dinner, bar or bat mitzvah,  

client entertainment, wine dinner or a family celebration; we will treat you and your guests to the highest quality  

of service and incredible food that will be remembered for years to come.

Lelli’ sInn on the Green FEATURES THEIR NEW ENCLOSED TERRACE AVAILABLE AS OF MAY
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oning — which saves clients from 
having to hire multiple vendors. 

WHAT MAKES WORKING WITH 
YOU UNIQUE?
I think my specialty is in helping 
people with small budgets have a 
fantastic event without breaking 
the bank — and still pleasing the 
mitzvah child.

WHAT KINDS OF PROBLEMS 
HAVE YOU SOLVED?
I’ve helped organize candlelight-
ing ceremonies when the parents 
or grandparents are divorced and 
not speaking but need to be hon-
ored with a candle. 

MELISSA GEDRICH, 
owner of Mel G. Events in 
Farmington Hills, 
melgevents.com.

WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN HIRING YOU?
I have been planning corporate 
events for more than 15 years, but 
last year added “day-of” helper to 
my roster. Prior to the event, I help 
recommend vendors, brainstorm 
ideas, go over logistics, contact 
all vendors and pick up items to 
bring to the venue. During the 
event, I arrive early to help with 
set up of table cards, candlelight-
ing and any other details. 

WHY IS A PLANNER HELPFUL?
I’ve found that hiring someone to 
provide “day-of” help is usually 
not on the top of anyone’s bud-
get list — but after almost every 
event, clients tell me they couldn’t 
have done it without me. 

MELISSA VITALE 
HORTICK, owner of Melissa 
Vitale Hortick Event Planner 
in West Bloomfield, (248) 
672-8687. 

WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN THEY HIRE YOU?
I am very passionate about creat-
ing unforgettable events specific 
to my client’s desires. I am meticu-
lous in planning, collaborating, 
designing, implementing and 
managing each event, ensuring 
that each flows seamlessly.

WHAT MAKES WORKING WITH 
YOU UNIQUE?
My father is [30-year veteran local 
bandleader] Simone Vitale, so I 
have literally grown up in this 
industry. 

WHAT KINDS OF PROBLEMS 
HAVE YOU SOLVED?
A major rainstorm completely 
flooded a carpeted tent eight 
hours pre-party. We took care of it.

LAUREN FINSILVER 
JACKSON, owner of 
Leave it to Lauren Event 
Planning + Design in 
Commerce Township, 
Leaveittolaurenevents.com.
 
WHAT DOES A CLIENT GET 
WHEN THEY HIRE YOU?
I help clients with concept and 
decor, guidance, advice — plus I 
provide a master list specific to 
their party.

WHY IS A PLANNER HELPFUL?
A person can benefit from a plan-
ner if they feel overwhelmed by 
the planning process or are just 
busy with the stress of their own 
everyday lives. Planners save cli-
ents time researching vendors for 
items such as linens, chairs, light-
ing, music, photographers and so 
on and can actually save a client 
money because of our expertise, 
asking the right questions and 
relationships with vendors.  ■

continued from page C38
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The newest trend in lighter, great fl avor desserts using fresh fruits, 

real butter and pure ingredients. Available by the slice or whole, 

Stop by the Pizza4Dessert counter at Trifl es to sample before you buy!

Just a few of our most 

popular fl avors:
Cherries Jubilee

German Chocolate

Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough

Blueberry Buckle

Peach Melba

Dutch Apple Danish

Great 
For Any 
Simcha!

6585 Commerce Road - West Bloomfi eld, MI 48324

1904500

1905070

Custom Handmade Ketubahs 
and Invitations

Made by local artist 
Aliza V. Sosne

248 - 761 - 9932

CUSTOM HANDMADE KETUBOT

HEBREW & ENGLISH CUSTOM INVITATIONS

Capture your special day with 
an everlasting piece of artwork!

What To Ask A Prospective Planner
•  Will I be dealing with you or with someone else in your office?
•  Are you willing to work within my budget?
•  How long do you stay at my event?
•  Are you a party planner or a decorator — or both? 
•  Do you do the work yourself or subcontract out to other ven-

dors?
•  Can you provide the names of former clients/references whom I 

can call?
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Family Restaurant

www.littledaddys.com

LITTLE DADDY’S CATERING!
From Gyros and Tommy Salads to Lobster, Lamb Chops, Tenderloin and 
choice of 20 Salads, LITTLE DADDY’S does it all!  Using the freshest 
ingredients from the highest quality sources Chef Keith will make sure 
that the food at your event is the BEST! 

OVER 200 ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM!
Dinner Parties…Business Events…Bar/Bat Mitzvahs…Graduation Parties

Healthy Alternatives and Gluten-Free 
Options, We Do It All!

TT Exclusive EventLet Us Host Your Next 
(non-member events welcome)

TAM-O-SHANTER COUNTRY CLUB  

the standout celebration designed to impress.

Weddings

Corporate Events

Business Meetings

Private Dinners

TAM-O-SHANTER COUNTRY CLUB | 5051 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD |WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48323 | 248.855.1900 | www.tamoshantercc.org    

To Schedule a Private Tour of Our Facility Contact Marla Spaulding at 248.855.1900

1902790
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I f you are from Southeast 
Michigan, the coolest place 
to be right now is Detroit. 

It is an old gem juxtaposed with 
young visionaries finding ways to 
make memories in a city they are 
proud to claim. 

The Masonic Temple parallels 
this idea of old and new in a 
sense that it has been around for 
more than 85 years and is con-
stantly finding innovative ways to 
keep its doors open — not just its 
front doors, but also the doors to 
all 1,037 rooms. No, that is not a 
typo. The Detroit Masonic is the 
largest Masonic temple in the 
world.

Sure, it is big, but it is equally 

as beautiful. Architects sought 
castles in Italy as inspiration when 
designing parts of the building. 
They designed light fixtures and 
chandeliers, decorative arches, 
medallions, plaster decorations 
and a myriad of other artistic 
details that are unique to the 
Masonic Temple. 

The building contains a variety 
of public spaces including two 
theaters, two ballrooms and sev-
eral other spaces that can serve as 
banquet halls.

Two halls in the Masonic 
Templ e have been pegged as ideal 
places for celebratory events: 
specifically bar and bat mitzvahs. 
One, the Fountain Ballroom, is 

Magnificent Venue
Consider Detroit’s Masonic Temple for 
your next party or simchah.

The Crystal Ballroom

The Fountain Ballroom
*Free sterling silver Clasp or Bangle Bracelet

($65 US retail value). While supplies last, limit one per 
customer. Charms sold separately. See store for details.

Free PANDORA Bracelet or Bangle 
with your PANDORA purchase

of $100 or more.*
March 20-24 (Closed Sunday)

30975 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI
248.855.0433
emeryscreative@sbcglobal.net

 Find us on
Facebook

1890640

 The Write Stuff!

Invitations • Computerized Calligraphy • Printing

dana@writestuffprinting.com

Envelope addressing
Invitations • Placecards

Napkins • Thank you notes
Weekend itineraries 

Save the date invitations
And more!

Discounts available on multiple orders 

248-851-9626
www.writestuffprinting.com
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a 16,640-square-foot visionary 
space, which can be set up to your 
specifications. It is contemporary 
and includes fountain-shaped 
pillars that illuminate light in 
the room. It can seat 700 people 
while still having space for guests 
to dance the night away. The 
Fountain Ballroom has a stage 
perfect for a DJ to set up shop and 
get the party started. 

The second ideal room for a 
b’nai mitzvah party is the Crystal 
Ballroom. The ballroom is so 
ornately decorated; it essentially 
does not need anything else. With 
a full wooden floor, guests can 
dance virtually 
anywhere in the 
space. The design 
has been the same 
since the 1920s, 
and its beauty 
cannot be denied. 
Capacity can be 
upwards of 350 
guests depend-
ing on choice of 
layout.

Better yet, imag-
ine renting out 
the entire main 
theater! With 
removable chairs 
on the floor level, 
the entire space 
can be converted 
into a huge arena 
to design as you 
please. Take center 
stage and plan to 
wow guests with 
the incredible 
architecture, origi-

nal fixtures and drapery, and a 
space with some of the top acous-
tics in the world. 

The Crystal Ballroom, the 
Fountain Ballroom and the 
Masonic Theater have seen the 
crowds of corporate breakfasts, 
press conferences, weddings, 
engagements, electronic dance 
music (EDM) concerts, fashion 
shows, showers and even boxing 
events — why not a bar mitzvah?

For information on pricing or 
reservations, contact Dorothy 
Bennick at (313)-832-7100 ext. 
251.  ■■

Masonic Theater
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Reciting the grace 
after meals, or 
Birkat HaMazon, 

is a time-honored Jewish 
custom, especially at cel-
ebrations such as wed-
dings and b’nai mitzvah. 
Prayer booklets known 
as benchers, from the 
Yiddish word “to bless,” 
have become common 
accessories at these events, helping 
guests to follow the service and 
serving as a keepsake of the occa-
sion.

Joe Lewis, Oak Park resident and 
lifelong scholar of Jewish tradition, 
is known for creating customized 
benchers through his home-based 
company, the Singlish Publication 
Society.

Lewis, who started his business 
25 years ago, said he began mak-
ing his own benchers to accom-
modate family members who were 
uncomfortable with the traditional 
books because they did not read 
Hebrew.

“Sometimes you have people 
coming to a Jewish experience, and 
they feel out of place because they 
don’t know what to do,” Lewis 
said. “We show them what to 
expect and what to do.”
   His prayer books feature a three-
column format with Hebrew, stan-
dard transliteration, and an English 
translation written by Lewis.

“The translations make the 
prayers sing-able, so everyone can 
follow along,” he said.

Some books include footnotes 

or explanations of the 
prayers and practices, 
such as the bencher 
Lewis created for the 
wedding of Aaron 
Konvisser and Hailing 
“Diana” Huang. While 
the bride had converted 
to Judaism, most of 
her family members 
were not familiar with 

Jewish wedding customs, so Lewis 
included explanations of the chup-
pah (wedding canopy) and other 
traditions.

“You want to welcome your 
guests, and you don’t want to 
leave them scratching their heads 
and feeling out of place,” Lewis 
said.

The bencher for the Konvisser-
Huang wedding included childhood 
photos of the bride and groom, 
words of devotion written by the 
couple, and greetings from both 
sets of parents, translated into 
English and Chinese. The cover 
artwork, designed by an artist in 
San Diego, was also used on the 
couple’s ketubah.

“It was a perfect way to blend 
the two cultures in a book that 
everyone could understand,” 
said the groom’s mother, Zieva 
Konvisser of West Bloomfield, “and 
the way he translates things is 
really so beautiful.”

Marcia Tilchin, the cantor at 
Congregation B’nai Israel in Tustin, 
Calif., had no time to spare when 
she contacted Lewis one month 
before her daughter Sheindl’s bat 

Personal Touch
Custom benchers for any celebration.

Ronelle Grier | Contributing Writer

Joe Lewis

Our beautiful social hall can
seat up to 350 comfortably.

Adjacent patio suitable
for chuppah or cocktail hour

Reasonable rental fees

All kosher caterers welcome

Friendly, flexible staff

Call (248) 547-7970 to arrange a visit!

14601 Lincoln Road • Oak Park, Michigan 48237

Elegant Fun

Beth Shalom
is the One!

Hold your next simcha at Beth Shalom!

1904000

33  Psalm 126 

Grace After Meals 
Psalm 1 26 
······································· Sing Psalm 126 on Shabbat, festivals and other festive occasions ······································  
In mourning though they sow their seed, 
In happiness they’ll reap their yield. 

 
 

Hazorim bedima 
 

To sow the seed, bowed with grief 
The plowman plods his weary way; 
His heart will surely feel relief 
Bringing in the sheaves on harvest day. 

 
 
 

 

Haloch yelech uvacho 
no’se meshech hazara, 
bo yavo verina 
no’se alumotav.  

shade Added sometimes |  Prayer |  Scripture |  Torah 

1 “Then will-be-filled with joy our mouth, and our tongue with joy.” 

Portions of a bencher page showing the Hebrew, English and transliteration.



 celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2014 C 4 5

mitzvah last fall. Lewis was able to 
meet Tilchin’s tight deadline with a 
bencher that exceeded her expec-
tations.

“It had a personalized cover with 
the (bat mitzvah) invitation and a 
photo of Sheindl at age 6,” Tilchin 
said. “It’s footnoted with a poetic 
translation that’s meant to be 
sung. Everyone who has seen this 
bencher was very enamored.”

Lewis also has designed custom 
siddurim (prayer books) for local 
synagogues, a Passover Haggadah 
and prayer booklets for use at 
shivah services. He tries to keep 
his books affordable; the average 
bencher costs $10 each for the first 
200, with additional quantities at 
$6 per book.

Nathaniel Warshay of Oak 
Park said many people in the 
Orthodox community order bench-
ers online from websites such as 
www.KeterJudaica.com. Benchers 
published by Artscroll or NCSY 
(formerly National Conference of 
Synagogue Youth) also are popular. 
One of Warshay’s favorites is the 
Nevarech Pictorial Bencher from 
Israel Observer Publications.

“Pictures of Israel are tied in 
with the words of the prayers,” 
Warshay said. “It’s so beautiful 
that it is almost a distraction when 
I bench.”

For samples and ordering 
information, contact Joe Lewis 
at Singlishps@aol.com or (248) 
842-5563, or visit www.singlishps.
com.  ■

The cover of a bencher Lewis made for 
the Konvisser-Huang wedding

& 

Our 4600 sq ft of flexible event space can accommodate up to 300+ guests 
Special Guest Room Packages for blocks of 10 or more rooms 

Full Onsite Catering Available 
 

Schedule an appointment with our Sales Team by calling 248-357-1100 
e-mail:  DETSH-Salesadm@hilton.com   

www.detroitsouthfield.hgi.com 
1902060

26000 American Dr.  Southfield, MI 48034

1902300

Tiffany Elie
Makeup Artistry
248.797.8131

tiffanyelie@att.net

Bar and Bat Mitzvah | Wedding
Special Occasion | Portrait

Makeup application | Makeup lessons | Custom brow shaping | Faux eye lashes | Lash and brow tinting
In Studio or On Location
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continued on page C48

M arilyn and Mel Rothenberg 
had a plan for celebrat-
ing their 60th wedding 

anniversary this past June. The former 
Detroiters would fly to Michigan from 
their home in Boca Raton, Fla., and 
spend the evening at dinner with 
friends and family. 

Their kids had a better plan.
They would go to Steven Lelli’s on 

the Green in Farmington Hills and be 
joined by more friends and more fam-
ily, who would bear witness to a sur-
prise wedding vow renewal, complete 
with a chuppah, a rabbi and an 
artistically created ketubah (Jewish 
marriage contract).

“We knew we were going to din-
ner, but when we came outside on the 
patio of the restaurant and saw all the 
people, we weren’t sure exactly what 
was going on,” Marilyn said. “Then 
we saw our grandchildren — Kari, 
Ben, Jessica, Shelby, Katie and Jake — 
holding the poles of the chuppah and 
the rabbi with a ketubah in his hand. 
Then the rabbi asked if we would 
renew our vows. 

“I said, ‘Certainly.’”
On the outdoor deck of the restau-

rant, with a backdrop of trees and 
golfers, Rabbi Joshua Bennett of Temple 
Israel in West Bloomfield spoke about 
marriage and family and the future.

“We got married again,” Mel said. 
“The rabbi asked, ‘Do you take this 
woman to be your wife —again?’ I 
said, ‘Of course.’”

“There was not a doubt in our minds,” Marilyn 
said.

Mel said, “We wouldn’t change our life 
together for anything in the world. We feel very 
blessed to have each other.”

Festivities
The celebration was planned by the couple’s 
sons and daughters-in-law, Marc and Andi of 
West Bloomfield, Harold “Hersh” and Caryn of 
Farmington Hills and Howard of Farmington.

Andi created a scrapbook of memories for 
Marilyn and Mel that included a copy of their 
wedding announcement that ran in the Jewish 
News, their original ketubah, their wedding invi-

tation, marriage license and family photos.
The 35 guests included three who also had 

attended the Rothenberg’s wedding at the 
Holiday Manor in Detroit on June 4, 1953: 
Marilyn’s Aunt Marsha Ross, Mel’s cousin 
Seymour Wander and Andi’s mom, Bea Vinokour. 

Long before Andi married Marc and became 
part of the Rothenberg family, their families 
were connected. “My grandparents and Marc’s 
grandparents were good friends and that’s 
how Marilyn and Mel and my parents became 
friends,” she said. “My aunt on my father’s side 
was Marilyn’s bridesmaid.” 

Family Values
“When our kids were growing up we had the 
‘fun house,’” Mel said. “There were always kids 

there. Everybody came to that 
house. They swam in the pool. 
We barbecued every Sunday with 
friends and relatives and the kids 
had parties; boy, did they have 
parties. They used to kick us out 
of the house and tell us to go 
on vacation for two days. Once, 
we left, but we didn’t go out of 
town. We booked a room at a 
hotel in Dearborn. Then we drove 
up our street and there were like 
400 cars parked there!”

Their son Marc said, “My 
memories of growing up are 
how everybody was always wel-
come at our home. On Sundays, 
my grandparents were at the 
house,” he said. “And my friends 
and my brothers’ friends could 
walk in any time to visit or even 
for dinner. And those values are 
now my values. My house is 
always open.”

Marilyn and Mel, who were 
both born in Detroit, came from 
homes where family was fore-
most. “We had a very close-knit 
family,” Mel said. “What we 
learned from our parents we 
passed on to our kids. We are 
all very close, and we spend a 
lot of time with our children and 
grandchildren; not because they 
are our family but because we 
enjoy being together. And it goes 
both ways.”

“My parents are my dearest and closest 
friends, first and foremost,” said Marilyn and 
Mel’s son Harold. “The relationship we share is 
one I share with my children as well. 

“I learned from them that it is so important 
for your partner to be your very best friend. They 
are certainly an example of what marriage is; 
they have been through so much together and 
they work as a team. 

“Both of my kids are beyond close with my 
parents. I speak to my parents on a daily basis, 
and my kids speak to them just as often. They 
are incredible grandparents, and we are so fortu-
nate to have the close relationship we have with 
them. My kids love being with their grandpar-

Unexpectedly 
Under The Chuppah
Marilyn and Mel Rothenberg’s surprise vow renewal. 

Shelli Liebman Dorfman | Contributing Writer

Rabbi Bennett with Marilyn and Mel Rothenberg during the vow renewal ceremony
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ents and we love spending time 
as a family. My kids used to call 
my parents at 12:30 a.m. My kids 
would drive over and my parents 
would make waffles for them. 

“My daughter and her friend 
just went to visit them in Florida 
and they played dominoes and 
Rummikub all night. My kids look 
to them for advice and for fun. 
They adore them.” 

Time To Spend Together
After decades of spending winters 
in Florida, the Rothenbergs moved 
there from Farmington Hills three 
years ago. 

“Now we do everything togeth-
er, except I golf and she crochets 
and knits,” Mel said. 

Among Marilyn’s first comments 
when hearing someone moved 
to a new home is: “What color is 
your living room? I’ll make you an 
afghan.” 

An avid golfer, Mel, rightly so, 
proudly announced his recent 
“eagle” (hole played in two 
strokes under par) on the golf 
course.

“We always enjoyed spending 
time together, but it was harder 
to do during the working years, 
while were raising our family,” 
Mel said. 

Marilyn was an owner at Just 
Marilyns women’s clothing store 
in Southfield for 18 years, and Mel 
is retired from the home improve-
ment company All Type Sash 
that he co-owned for 35 years in 
Dearborn Heights.

“Our kids visit us a lot,” Mel 
said. “Our grandkids, too; and we 
talk on the phone with them on a 
regular basis.”

They also have friends of all 
ages. “We have respect for our 

continued from page C46

Marilyn and Mel with their new ketubah

The Rothenberg family at the party: Mel, Marilyn with Harold, Caryn, Marc, 
Andi, Kari, 25, Shelby, 22, Jessica, 25, Katie, 22, Ben, 24, Jake, 19, and Howard.

continued on page C501900910

1902050

Serving Creative Comfort
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www.eskimojacks.com   info@eskimojacks.com
248.352.5695

 *Mention this ad to save $50.

Brand new look. Same great sandwiches. 

FOR RENT: Only For The 
Coolest Parties. Eskimo Jacks Ice 
Cream Sandwich Party Cart. 

1894830

Southfi eld 248.352.5695
Birmingham 248.433.1133

It’s your day. Enjoy it.
Introducing Arid Blow Dry & Beauty Bar. No cuts. No color. Just air.

Packages starting at $70

Packages that include hair & make-up for you and your 
bridal party or any party. Relax and be pampered, for pennies. 

32956 Woodward Ave., Royal Oak, MI 48073
248-268-2590  ariddrybar.com 

1897170
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friends and family,” Mel said. 
“To get something out of life you 
have to give something. We are 
thankful that we lived this long, 
have our health and see our chil-
dren and grandchildren grow, and 
to be healthy enough to enjoy 
them.”

And having them all together at 
the anniversary party was para-
mount for them although Marilyn 
admits it was a little strange.

“We were surprised when we 
realized what was going on,” she 
said. “It was very weird to be 
there in that situation, thinking, 
‘Where has the time gone?’ It was 
also strange signing the ketubah 
again and being the ones under 
the chuppah.”

It was “strange” for their grand-

son Ben, also. “Not many people 
get to hold up the chuppah for 
their grandparents,” he said.

Very close with both of them, 
Ben often visits in Florida. “I love 
spending time with them, at the 
pool, out to dinner, no matter 
what we all do.”

Mel said, “Sometimes, after so 
many years, you take things for 
granted. Sixty years is a lifetime. 
First you get married, and your 
life changes from one person to 
two; then you have children and 
grandchildren, and the years fly by 
so quickly. 

“The ceremony was very touch-
ing. Having all the generations 
of the family there to share our 
anniversary with us made it per-
fect.”  ■■

Left: Marilyn 
and Mel get 
ready to slice 
their anniver-
sary cake.

Below: 
Celebrating at 
the party are 
grandchildren, 
Shelby, Kari, 
Jessica, Jake, 
Ben and Katie 
Rothenberg.

continued from page C48

1899460

Start Your

With Us
Celebrations

The Clothing Cove
414 N. Main St. 

Milford, Mi 48381
 1-248-685-2500

theclothingcove.com
Scan To 
Visit Our 
Online Store

1904610
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1903560

1903800

248-855-0480
4297 Orchard Lake Road, Ste. 250

West Bloomfield, MI 48323
(Crosswinds Mall)

www.barrysletsrentit.com

Plan Your Event with 

BARRY’S LET’S RENT IT
We supply everything, except your guests.

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR EVENT SPACE

Make beautiful fused glass artwork 
in your home or at your event

Give your guests something unique to remember your event
We bring all materials to your event and you and 

your guests create one of a kind art pieces

Carmen Kennedy
(734) 395-8107

carmenkennedy40@yahoo.com

Ladies Night 
In-Home Parties

Bridal Showers

Bar and Bat Mitzvah's

Birthday Parties 
(both children and adults)

T oday, with 
families more 
spread out 

than they used to be, 
the idea of a destina-
tion function is more 
appealing than ever. 
Having guests travel 
to one location can be 
efficient, fun and serve 
as a vacation at the 
same.

When it comes to 
weddings, destination 
functions can actually 
be less expensive for 
the couple getting married than 
paying for 150 guests at a fancy 
venue. Hosts can choose the 
friends and family members they 
want to spend the week with (no 
need to invite the other 125 “less 
close” people). A week in a more 
exotic place can be smaller and 
more intimate, and people really 
get to know each other.

There can also be cost savings 
with a destination bar mitzvah or 
bat mitzvah. It can cost less to go 
away for a week than to pay for 
one large three-hour event. 

All sorts of options are avail-
able. Among popular destina-
tions for bar mitzvahs and bat 
mitzvahs are the historic syna-
gogues with sand floors (used to 
muffle sounds when prayers were 
held secretly) in St. Thomas and 
Curacao, the Costa Rican rain 
forest and the centuries-old syna-
gogue in Barbados. 

Bar and bat mitzvahs on 
cruises are also a great option 
— really fun for multigenera-
tional families. They can have 
the ceremony in the St. Thomas 
synagogue during the port call or 
in the ship’s 
chapel. I work with a cantor who 
prepares the child for the cer-
emony and usually joins us at the 
resort or on the cruise ship. 

Families should choose the 
destination based on what is 

convenient for their family but, 
more importantly, on what is of 
interest to the special boy or girl.

Honeymoons are, by their 
nature, vacation affairs. Trendy 
destinations that I recommend 
exploring include Tahiti, Fuji and 
the Maldive Islands. Couples love 
the Costa Rican rain forest and 
its beautiful waterfalls for explor-
ing and photographic memories.

While we’re used to the idea 
of booking a hall and caterer in 
our hometown, the idea of doing 
it in another city, state or country 
can be intimidating. But with the 
Internet you can see, and some-
times even go on, “virtual tours” 
of venues. You can also maintain 
close contact with everyone you 
need to work with to make the 
day perfect. Of course, the servic-
es of a professional makes things 
smoother, easier and gives you 
access to places and people that 
you may not otherwise find.  ■■

Ellen Paderson owns Smiles and 
Miles Travel. She has arranged 
more than 5,000 trips, including 
at 300-year old synagogues in San 
Juan, St. Thomas and St. Martin. 
See www.barmitzvahvacations.com 
and www.smilesandmilestravel.
com.  

(This story was first published by 
www.Jewish.Travel, the new online 
Jewish travel magazine.)

An Expert’s Guide To 
Destination Functions
Ellen Paderson | JNS.org
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The Santa Elena Skywalk through the Costa Rican 
rainforest. 
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Professional Portraits
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Above: Jessica Jacobs of 
Birmingham: pregnancy portrait at 
Sylvan Lake, February 2014.

Left: Jeffrey Fox of West Bloomfield, 
senior portrait for Roeper High 
School at Sylvan Lake, fall 2013. 
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continued on page C54
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Above: Shirley Cetner of Bloomfield 
Hills welcomes new daughter Lila.

Left: Eli Saulson of Franklin wel-
comes his beautiful new daughter 
Fara Naomi into the world.
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Scenes from Christine 
Shammas and David Zeitlan’s 

wedding reception at the 
Shenandoah County Club 

in West Bloomfield on Dec. 
7, 2013. Rabbi Harold Loss 

of Temple Israel in West 
Bloomfield officiated. The 

couple live in West Bloomfield.

continued from page C53
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Above: Jasmine (Zheng) 
and Greg Shumer of 
Ann Arbor at their 
wedding with their 
bridal party at Ann 
Arbor Marriott at Eagle 
Crest on June 1, 2013.

Left: Dylan Edelman, 
13, of West Bloomfield 
at Andiamo in Novi on 
Nov. 2, 2013.

continued on page C56



C 5 6    celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2014

N
AT

U
RA

LL
Y 

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y 
BY

 M
O

N
N

I M
U

ST

BR
IA

N
 M

A
SS

ER
M

A
N

, M
A

SS
ER

M
A

N
 P

H
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y

LI
EB

ER
M

A
N

 P
H

O
TO

G
RA

PH
Y

Above: Romy Rosen of Los Angeles, 
Calif., the 1-year-old daughter of 
Layne and Kyle Rosen, at Venice Beach, 
January 2014. 

Left: Dr. Daniel and Paula (Brickner) 
Fischer of Birmingham at Adat Shalom 
Synagogue in Farmington Hills on 
May 26, 2013.
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Right and below: 
Scenes from Christine 

Shammas and David 
Zeitlan’s wedding reception 
at the Shenandoah County 
Club in West Bloomfield on 

Dec. 7, 2013.
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continued on page C58
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Andrew and Randee Watson of Chicago, Ill., at their wedding at the Townsend 
Hotel in Birmingham, March 2013. 

Michele Saulson of Franklin celebrates the birth of her daughter Fara Naomi 
Saulson at Providence Hospital in Novi on Feb. 27.

1903300

Huerto is an exciting, New Mexican dining experience 
serving a blend of creative southwestern and traditional 

cuisine in a festive, contemporary setting.

Huerto Restaurant and Tequila Bar

120 Person Banquet Room  I  Entertainment
Happy Hour  I  Carry Out  I  Full Service Bar  I  Patio

(248) 865- 2900
6199 Orchard Lake Rd.

West Bloomfi eld, MI 48323
(Just north of Maple)

www.huertotequilabar.com

33210 W. 14 Mile Road 
In Simsbury Plaza, 
just East of Farmington Road
West Bloomfield (248) 538-8954

SPOSITA’S
RISTORANTE

Private Party room available for daytime showers, 
anniversaries and birthdays up to 80 people

  "CONSISTENTLY DELICIOUS IS THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND 
SPOSITA'S SUCCESS” 

~ Danny Raskin, 2012

Fine Italian Dining in a Casual Atmosphere*This offer is not available with any other coupons or offers. 
Dine-in only. 

BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND!

OUR PETITE 
FILET 

DINNER

$21.95* Petite Filet includes antipasto plate, side of 
pasta, salad and soup, potato & vegetable

Monday, March 24 
through Friday, March 28, 2014
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Community Portraits

Jason and Lindsay Cox of Farmington Hills hold their 3-month-old daughter, 
Sydney, at her baby naming ceremony while Rabbi Joshua Bennett of Temple 
Israel in West Bloomfield gives a blessing. Sydney’s grandparents are Bill and 
Carol Cox of Westland, and Billy and Julie Stern of West Bloomfield. 

Julie and Bart 
Feinbaum of West 
Bloomfield were 
married June 19, 
2013, at the
Royal Park Hotel in 
Rochester.

continued on page C60
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Happy to announce

Johnny and Elie Maalouf
have joined our team!

$20 BLOW OUTS
Tuesday thru Friday

Beauty (SALON)
by J. LYLE LTD.

Beauty (SALON)
by J. LYLE LTD.

6600 W. Maple Rd.
West Bloomfield 

248.661.6800
www.cobysjudaica.com

Coby carries the largest selection of 
ISRAELI-made TALITS & MEZUZAH cases 

in Michigan & a magnificent selection 
of JUDAICA for every Jewish occasion!

Got Chiavari?
$5.00 Introductory Offer!

Uncle Buck’s Party Rental
Under New Ownership

Please Call For Details!
248-666-5432

3160 Haggerty, West Bloomfield, MI   l   www.unclebucksparty.com
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BUILD A TUX…Your tux,
                                  just the way you want it.With our incredible collection to choose from, nearly 3 
million tuxedos are rented each year, Men’s Wearhouse 
is a proud provider of formalwear. The rental experience 
is truly convenient—you can order, pick up and drop off 
your tuxedo at any Men’s Wearhouse location.

Laurel Park Place  I  37544 West Six Mile Rd., Livonia, MI  I  48152 734-462-5851

REGISTER YOUR WEDDING

It’s easy and free!
Enjoy the benefi ts of: Take $30 OFF each 
wedding tux rental
FREE tux or suit with 5 paid packages

Call Milt Neuman today!

1896850

CELEBRATION

SPACE
FOR ANY
EVENT

WEDDINGS
BRIS
BABY

SHOWERS
BAR & BAT
MITZVAHS

CORPORATE
GALAS

FUNDRAISERS
BENEFITS

RECEPTIONS
Mention this ad for 10% off  rental fee.

1903780
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Dan Freeman, originally from Farmington Hills, and Rebecca Zylberman were 
married Oct. 5, 2013, at the Whittemore House in Washington, D.C., where they 
now reside.

continued on page C62

Paula and Dr. Daniel Fischer of Birmingham get ready to sign their ketubah. 
They were married on May 26, 2013, at Adat Shalom Synagogue in Farmington 
Hills. On the left is Paula’s father Neal Brickner of West Bloomfield; on the 
right are Daniel’s parents Joni and Dr. Fred Fischer of Farmington Hills.

1894620

(248) 365-4014
Keego Harbor

  Our  
Focus  
  is Your  
  Image

Your Simcha + Masserman = Gorgeous Album!

248.626.9110
On the Boardwalk
6879 Orchard Lake Rd., 
W. Bloomfield, MI
For special order, 
please give 24 hours notice.

 We create
Treat Baskets

for out of 
town guests!!

                       Challah

                       Sweet Trays  

                       Cake Pops & 

                  Gourmet Cupakes

For your every Celebration!!!



1.800.9EVENTS 
www.startrax.com 

info@startrax.com
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1904300

NOUVEAUTÉ

FOR BOOKING INFO:  
Wendy Rogelle
248.683.2534
wendy_rogellen@comcast.net

Band website: nouveaute-band.com

Fun, energetic, modern, upscale 
band for your wedding, corporate 

party, bar/bat mitzvah.

1904720

The bar mitzvah of Mitch Aaron Goulson, took place Oct. 25, 2013, at 
his home in Valley Village, Calif. Mitch is the son of Hershel (formerly of 
Southfield) and Lara Goulson and the grandson of Larry and Miriam Goulson 
of Southfield. Here are brothers Zach, 10, Drew, 11, Mitch, Jordan, 10 and 
Daniel, 10. The youngest three brothers are triplets.

Ben and Carli Jones of Chicago, daughter and son-in-law of Marci Zeman of 
West Bloomfield, celebrated their wedding on Sept. 21, 2013, at Wabeek 
Country Club in Bloomfield. A good time was had by all.



 celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2014 C 6 3

continued on page C64

Drs. Ingrid and Sidney Grossberg of West Bloomfield celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Sept. 8, 2014. 
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Lior Kolton of Bloomfield Hills at the Palace of Auburn Hills when Maccabi 
Haifa (Israel basketball league championship holder 2013) played against the 
Detroit Pistons last year. 

1905200

AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE
AT IT'S BEST...

©2014 Hilton Worldwide. ™indicates a trademark of Hilton Worldwide.

detroitsouthfi eld.embassysuites.com

From overnight guest
accommodations, wedding reception
location or a host for an upcoming
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we are here for you.
"Yeah it's Pretty Great"
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1890740

Call for an appointment.    www.traditiontradition.com

W
E
D
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G
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KETUBAHS

GLASS TO BREAK

CHUPPAH TO RENT

KIDDUSH CUPS

WEDDING GIFTS

BRIDAL REGISTRY

TRADITION TRADITION! Is

Call (248)557-0109 Alicia R. Nelson

1896010

Come See Us For Special Events & Weddings!

Mention this ad 
and receive

10% OFF
On Your Next Special Events Order

39566 Woodward Ave.
Bloomfi eld Hills, MI  48304

248.494.4644
info.bh@yummycupcakes.com

YummyCupcakes.com

1877960

DREAM
DESIGN,
DAZZLE.

-
Felix, 11, and Hugo Brodsky, 9, of Royal Oak celebrate the 100th birthday of 
their great-grandmother Juanita Victor of West Bloomfield on Feb. 15, 2014.

Henry and Linda Lee of West Bloomfield celebrate the birth of their great-
nephew, Matthew Noah Kamen, at his bris on Feb. 27, 2014. The picture also 
includes Matthew’s parents, Scott and Julie Kamen of Novi, and big sister 
Shaina, 3. 
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AVY SCHREIBER
avy@avyschreiber.com
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I’ll Help You Set The Tone 
For Your Next Party

(248) 376-0407

WEDDINGS ANQUETS ORPORATE EVENTS AR/BAT-MITZVAHS

GRADUATION PARTIES ND MORE…

PIANIST/SINGER

FULL BAND

ONE-MAN BAND

JEWISH A CAPPELLA

TRANSFORM ANY LOCAL BAND INTO AN AUTHENTIC “SIMCHA” BAND

3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48201

MAX M. FISHER MUSIC CENTER

From the 

historic charm 

of Orchestra 

Hall to the 

contemporary 

sophistication 

of the Max M. 

Fisher Music 

Center, your 

event or wedding 

will be an 

unforgettable 

experience.

1904440

Above: Lola and Joe Goldring of West Bloomfield 
with their 11 grandchildren taken at grand-
daughter Rebecca Jacobs wedding to Brandon 
Tschida at Houston Hall in New York City.
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Jodi Satovsky of West Bloomfield performs with the Brian Alexander Band at 
her wedding reception. She married Stuart Solomon at Temple Israel in West 
Bloomfield on June 22, 2013.

continued on page C66
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Try Our New Boneyard 
Beef Ribs!

10% OFF 
TOTAL BILL

Orchard Lake Rd. 
South of 14 Mile

Farmington Hills

851-7000

1901320

1902880

Large Parties Showers
Anniversaries

Birthday Parties
Catering And More

248-474-8183
27626 Middlebelt Road 

Farmington Hills

Taste of China

Reservations 
welcomed!

ALWAYS 
GREAT FOOD 

AND SERVICE!

FULL BAR 
AVAILABLE

Hours of Operation:
Mon.-Thurs.: 11am – 9:30pm

Friday: 11am – 10pm
Saturday: Noon – 10pm

Sunday: Noon – 9pm

Seating for up 
to 200 people

Owners: Shan Tam and Johnny Tam

Danny Lipsky, Eric Lipsky and Mikey Lipsky of West Bloomfield at Eric’s bar 
mitzvah in Jerusalem, Israel, in December 2013.

Abe Morrison and Gayle Myerson holding their wedding ketubah on Oct. 4, 
2013, in Brooklyn, N.Y.
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1902830

CELEBRATE
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect of  
Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech, 

Biotechnology and Communications

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated 

with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA. Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
6600 West Maple Road ∙ West Bloomfield, MI 48322

paula.lebowitz@israelbonds.com ∙ 248.661.3500

1903220
continued on page C68

Ronit Jacob and son Eric Lipsky at his bar mitzvah party at Franklin Hills in 
Farmington Hills in January 2014. 

Baratt Shanaman of West Bloomfield celebrating New Year’s Eve with his 
mom, Robin Tobin-Murav, at home.
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continued on page C70

1899970

Invitation Station
WEDDINGS  I  BAR/BAT MITZVAHS  I  SHOWERS  I  ALL OCCASIONS

Envelope Addressing 

Printing while you wait 

Always discounted
Appointment Only

248.855.1348 or invitelady5@gmail.com

1902770

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays ~ and More!

We can Airbrush on location at your event!
Email airbrushedstuff@yahoo.com 

                   or call 

                 734-664-0958

Airbrushedstuff.com
         Airbrushed clothing and Tattoos

d d ’
Hats, Hoodies, Tees…You name it and I’m sure we can paint it!

Carli Jones of Chicago dances at her wedding reception on Sept. 21, 2013, in 
Bloomfield Hills.

Michael and Deenie Zonder, who live in West Bloomfield, were married Sept. 
28, 2013, at Temple Beth El in Bloomfield Township. Their children stood under 
the chuppah with them and their grandchildren walked down the aisle to 
share the special day. 



  celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2014 C 6 9

OUR ENTERTAINERS 
ARE READY 

TO CELEBRATE WITH 
YOU!

STEVEN

TAYLOR AMONDEUZ

HOLLYWOODSTEVE

BRANDON D DOMINIQUE

CONNECTING 
WITH OUR CLIENTS 

AT EVERY STAGE.

1890860
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Jerusalem Bistro
Full Services Restaurant and Pizzeria

Catering and Banquet Facilities 

West Bloomfield – in JCC
6600 Maple Road

248-592-1200

Jerusalem Pizza
Jerusalem Bagel – Detroit's only 
Kosher Home-made Bagel Shop

26025 Greenfield Road
Southfield/Oak Park

248-552-0088

The Finest Kosher Pizza and Food
Appetizers, Homemade Soups, Salads, Fresh Fish Entrees, Pastas, and More!

Keep Us In Mind For Your Next Affair!
Birthdays ~ Anniversaries ~ Weddings  

Bridal Showers ~ Baby Showers ~ Brit Celebration

If you are having a party and need some Kosher 
meals to serve, call us!  We can accommodate 

small and large orders.

We do Shiva Trays too!
Under the Supervision of

The Council of Orthodox Rabbis of Greater Detroit

19
05

72
0

248.358.1520    800.514.9975     Fax 248.358.5834

Steve Coden’s 
Flower Shop

Inside Travelers Tower
Right Across from the Southfield Library

®

Celebrating over 50 years!
Mention this ad 

for FREE 
local delivery!

www.codenfl owers.com
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Join Alexander Zonjic and his award winning band every 
  Friday and Saturday evening. 
Two shows each night 8:00pm & 10:00pm 
A world class music and dining experience unparalleled in 

  the Metro Detroit area.   
 For reservations call (313)873-3000 
3071 West Grand Blvd  Detroit, MI  

 

WWW.ZONJIC.COM 
1902570

Top and Above: Joel and Ronit Jacob’s wedding in Jerusalem, Israel, in 
November 2013. The couple live in West Bloomfield.

Rabbi Arnie Sleutelberg of Congregation Shir Tikvah blesses the family 
before the wedding of Reuben and Rebecca Sandler at her mother’s home 
on Pleasant Lake in West Bloomfield on June 10, 2013. From left to right: 
Kathleen Rosemary, mother of the groom; Reuben Sandler, groom; Rabbi Arnie 
Sleutelburg; Rebecca Tauber Sandler, bride; Stuart Hyke, father of the bride; 
Susan Tauber, mother of the bride; and Jeffrey Hyke, brother of the bride. 

continued on page C72



turning moments into M E M O R I E S .
248-352-7758 

WWW.QUALITYKOSHER.COM 
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Let Buddy’s cater your party at 
home or in the office with our 

carry-out salad, pasta or veggie 
party trays, homestyle soups & 
sauces and half-baked pizzas. 

*Birthdays         *Rehearsal Dinners                 
*Meetings          *Sports Banquets 
*Graduations    *Anniversaries 
*Bar Mitzvahs   *Bat Mitzvahs 

31646 Northwestern Highway 
Farmington Hills 

248-855-4600 
 

 by Jewish News Readers 
 

 
 

            by the Food Network 
 

 
 
            by 

1902040

You have done the planning, now enjoy the party and leave the details to us. 

Our trained and experienced “Red Coat Ladies” will help 
you relax and enjoy your celebration with complete confidence. 

Your Red Coat Lady is totally ready to oversee all aspects of the day. 
She is prepared to handle any situation – both expected and unexpected.

Day of the Party Management for Weddings & Bar/ Bat Mitzvahs

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/PartyAssurance

The Red Coat Ladies

Pat Blackwell, Owner

248-496-4572
www.partyassurance.com

Your “Day-of” Event Coordinator
Taking the stress out of Weddings 
& Bar/Bat Mitzvahs since 1994

 

Bride and groom Reuben and Rebecca Sandler celebrate their marriage. The 
couple live in Berkeley, Calif.

Marni (Bright) Saar wed Nir Saar at the Masonic Temple in Detroit on July 6, 
2013. The couple reside in Berkley.

continued on page C74
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6405 Tamerlane Drive

West Bloomfield, Michigan 48322

Office: 248.626.3421    Cell: 248.535.0402

andrea@andreasolomon.com    andreasolomon.com

1891120

Learn Circus Arts - Unique Birthday Celebrations
Exciting Summer Camps - Bar & Bat Mitzvah Entertainment

for more info call 877-938-2324
www.cirqueamongus.com

1901260

1901950

RESTAURANT

Suellen Chips Trionfi and Frank Trionfi renew their vows under the chup-
pah with Rabbi Daniel Syme.

A Special 
Anniversary

I n 1973, Suellen Trionfi was married without her parents’ 
approval. Her husband was not Jewish, and even though 
they were married by a rabbi and planned to raise their 

children as Jews, their marriage caused much unrest within the 
family.

This past summer, Suellen and Frank Trionfi celebrated their 
40th anniversary. On July 3, their lake neighborhood had a huge 
celebration ending with a fireworks display. This was Suellen’s 
chance to surprise her husband as well as all of her guests. 

When most of her guests had arrived, she gave her usual 
“welcome” speech, then got down on one knee and asked her 
husband to marry her, again. “Thank goodness Frank agreed,” 
Suellen says, “because Rabbi Daniel Syme was waiting in the car 
to perform the vow renewal.”

Ken and Diane Jacobs of West Bloomfield with their children at the wedding 
of Rebecca Jacobs and Brandon Tschida of New York City.
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ANDIAMO BLOOMFIELD
6676 Telegraph Rd. Bloomfield Hills Mi 48301
248-865-9368
Email banquetswest@andiamoitalia.com

Our Private banquet 
rooms can fit up to 
350 guests in Novi 
and 150 guests in 
Bloomfield.  Whether 
it needs to be fun 
and festive or elegant 
and distinctive... let  
Andiamo make it an 
affair to remember.

andiamoitalia.com

ANDIAMO NOVI 
(Newly Designed multi- level)
42705 Grand River Ave. Novi MI 48375
please contact  Florina Boyle 248-348-3838
Ask about our Friday & Sunday Event Discount
Email fboyle@andiamoitalia.com
-
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