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Right: Flower girls Noa and 
Sarai Berman get comfort-

able — they walked down the 
outdoor aisle barefoot at the 

wedding of Aaron and Danielle 
Berman. (See page C6)
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Farm Fresh

F or her May 25, 2014, wedding to Aaron Berman, Danielle 
(Goodman) Berman knew that she wanted to be “really 
in love with the venue,” she says. “The location sets the 

tone for everything, and finding the right spot was probably the 
hardest part of the planning. I think my family wanted to kill 
me.”

Danielle, who grew up in Farmington Hills, and Aaron, who is 
from Colorado, live in New York City, and had friends and family 
coming to celebrate from all over the world, so it was important 
to them that their guests feel at ease and really enjoy every-
thing.

“I looked at venues everywhere, from Napa to Detroit to 
Charlevoix,” Danielle says. “We wanted a Napa/Sonoma feel, 
but in Michigan. And I love farms, animals and farm-to-table 
food, so a farm was ideal.” But not easy to find.

Although she had come across Misty Farm in Ann Arbor on 
Pinterest, she soon found they were booked for a full year. 
Almost a year later, when Danielle still had not found the perfect 
spot, she tried again — this time, she was told that the property 
had just finished restoring a circa-1800s, 2,400-square-foot barn 
called Misty Valley. And Danielle was on it.

“I sent my parents out for a site visit, which was not easy at 
the time becau se they thought I was crazy to want to get mar-
ried in a barn,” Danielle says. “After they met [owner] Kelly and 
toured the grounds, they got it. Kelly had a unique passion and 
vision, which made you want to be a part of it. It was a no-
brainer.”  ■■

Rabbi Aaron Starr of Congregation Shaarey Zedek in Southfield performed the ceremony, 
which took place on a nature trail. Parsonage Events in Clarkston created the 8-foot by 
10-foot chuppah. Covered in fresh white roses and accent greens, it blended organically 
into the woodsy surroundings. “You felt like you were in Yosemite,” Danielle says. 

A couple’s easy, elegant and fun-loving style met 

(and made) its match at Misty Farm in Ann Arbor.

Lynne Konstantin | Arts & Life Editor

Laurie Tennent | Photography

Lights twinkle in the barn beyond the newlyweds.

continued on page C8
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The recently renovated circa-1800s barn accommodates up to 130 people seated 
— and offers the opportunity for brides like Danielle Berman to make a grand 
entrance.

Located on 16 acres of rolling 
fields and natural wetlands, Misty 
Farm offers the barn for eating 
and dancing, plus a tent for par-
ties upwards of 130 people. “Our 
dinner was held outdoors in a 
beautiful tent located between 
the barn and the ceremony site,” 
says Danielle. “It was important 
for us that the dinner was part 
of the experience. I really wanted 
our wedding to be an overall sen-
sual experience, and the grounds 
were so amazing that I made it a 
point to use every inch. I wanted 
the evening to feel like an elevat-
ed summer camp.”

Place cards were stuck into various 
containers of potted soil and dis-
played on a vintage-style dresser.

Parsonage Events suspended a wooden chandelier above the head table: More 
than 1,000 white roses were inserted into foam, and glass orbs filled with tea 
lights hung from heavy-duty fishing wire. 

Family friend Zack Sklar, owner of 
Cutting Edge Cuisine (and Social 
Kitchen & Bar) created the menu.

continued from page C6
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Event planner Carlyn Roth, founder of The Bash Event Planning and Design in Birmingham created an atmosphere of simple elegance, 
juxtaposing vintage styles with modern elements and scattering comfortable conversation corners, including a loft inside the barn.

Flower girls Noa and Sarai Berman get 
comfortable — they walked down the 
outdoor aisle barefoot.

Complemented by his groomsmen, Aaron pops in a polka-dot bow tie. His bride wears a custom gown created by New York 
designer Misha Nonoo, for whom Danielle is director of communications. 

Guests launched Chinese lanterns.

A visit from Hello! 
Ice Cream’s vintage 
restored van refreshed 
guests with made-to-
order ice cream and 
gelato.

For details about Misty 
Farm, visit frutigfarms.
com, where visitors can 
find photos, calendars 
and links to vetted ven-
dors for DJs, flowers and 
rentals, including lights, 
table settings and more.
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Fun, Fun, Fun!
Think interactive to get the bar mitzvah party started.

Lynne Konstantin  |  Arts & Life Editor

I n the age of YouTube bar 
mitzvah in vitations going 
viral, there’s always a next 

best thing.
But that doesn’t mean that bar 

and bat mitzvahs are all about out-
doing your friends and neighbors. 
After the seamless chanting of the 
haftorah, of course, it’s all about 
one thing — fun.

And depending on your child’s 
preferences (and your budget), that 
can be as simple or extravagant as 
you choose. The good news is that 
with the outpouring of technology 
and creativity in the events market, 
there is a vast range of interactive 
options at both ends of the spec-
trum.

“There are activities that fit every 
theme,” says Geoff Kretchmer, 
president and partner, with Brian 
Siegel, of Star Trax Events in 
Ferndale. “You just have to take 
the time to brainstorm with the 
family and research the options.”

Knowing the options is a large 
part of their job, and they take 
fun seriously. Together, they travel 
the country to trade shows, like 
Orlando’s International Amusement 
Park Show, to vet the latest and 
greatest activity trends and win-
now the options down to the 
top-three standouts per year that 
they believe will impact events the 
most. 

This year, for example, new addi-
tions include a 16-foot LED foosball 
table that fits up to 16 players at a 
time and an on-site screen-printing 
product that produces screen-
printed T-shirts with customized 
logos at the party. “We keep strict 
metrics on the amount of times dif-
ferent items are used each year,” 
says Kretchmer. “We feel that we 
have a strong grasp as to why cer-
tain things are popular, while oth-

ers fade away.” 
They also hired Brian Fishman, 

director of extra fun, to oversee 
the function of mechanical and 
technological equipment — mean-
ing partiers don’t lose a second of 
partying.

In addition to amping up the 
party energy with DJs and interac-
tive entertainers, Star Trax provides 
more than 70 interactive products 
in-house, plus has strong relation-
ships with local vendors.

This is a benefit that Joe Cornell 
Entertainment offers as well: Sister-
and-brother team Becca Schlussel 
and Steve Jasgur have built on the 
company’s 60-year reputation with 
high-energy DJs, entertainers and 
full lighting production — plus a 
lot of guided hand-holding. 

They offer access to hundreds of 
local vendors, many of whom par-
ticipate in the annual Joe Cornell 
Event Planning Expo (next sched-
uled for Sept. 20; visit joecornell.
com for details), while Star Trax will 
hold its Event Show April 26 (see 
startrax.com for more).

So what’s hot in interactive 
energy? Some classics are always 
popular, plus some new big trends:
❉ The photo booth is always a 

favorite, and Star Trax offers four 
different types, including the Firefly, 
the Selfie Booth, the iPhoto Kiosk 
and the Traditional Green Screen 
Picture Station. 

The first three have a social 
media component to them, which 
allows the guest to instantly send 
the photo into the cybersphere 
via email, text and Facebook and 
Twitter post, in addition to bring-
ing home a printed copy. Plus, the 
host will receive a copy of all the 
pictures with all the backgrounds 
after the party. “The key to the 
photo booth is the printer and its 

For her son Ben’s bar mitzvah, Becca Schlussel of Joe Cornell brought in a 20’ 
x 20’ inflatable log jumper (top) and miniature motorways (above).

An LED foosball table allows 16 players at a time.
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continued on page C12
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Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Whirlyball
Coming Fall 2011!

Bayou Golf

Gator Tag on the
Bayou Mezzanine

Arcade with
Redemption Center

Bungee Trampoline

High Ropes Course

Indoor Bayou Deck

Infl atable Shark Slide
Garden Court –

Convertible to Event Surfaces

Caj’n Cliffs
(Rock Wall)

Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Only 25
minutes from 

most West Side 
locations!

   We Now Have
  Whirlyball!
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capacity,” says Kretchmer. “We print out 
an average of 550 photos per night. The 
products come with unlimited prints, so 
the printer needs to be able to produce.” 

❉ A new addition to Star Trax is the 
Beauty Bar, which lets guests receive mini-
makeovers, nail art, hair chalking, feather 
eyelashes and more. Also favorites: henna 
and facepainting, glitter tattoo art, air-
brushed and flash tattoos and crystal and 
ink tattoos.

❉ There are tons of big-kid (and adult) 
crafts that engage while letting guests 
bring home some of the fun, and many 
can coordinate with the event’s theme or 
colors, including mosaic kits, tie-dye candle 
art, sand art, spin-art Frisbees (or T-shirts 
or sweatshirts), pottery painting, ceramic 
wheel-throwing, make-your-own nail pol-
ish and Squirt-a-Shirt. 

There’s also jewelry-making (like burn 
bracelets, camp cording and pewter name 
necklaces), personalized dog tags and 
more. A new favorite: wax hand replicas.

❉ Some make-and-take items allow 
guests to participate in creating custom 
pieces while letting the pros do the hard 
labor: Behind the Screens lets guests 
help silk-screen their own custom T-shirt, 
hat, sweatpants or Pinnie jersey with live 
screen printing. Airbrush graffiti lets guests 
choose from a dozen airbrush designs to 
embellish a product, plus personalize it 
with their name.

❉ Bring some game to the party with 
Hoops2Go (a traveling electronic-scoring 
basketball game), inflatable sports arenas, 
miniature motorways and video-game sta-
tions.

❉ Want some fresh music fun? Add 
karaoke, confetti cannons (venue permit-
ting) or bubble-wrap your dance floor. 
Star Trax offers Video Trax — guests can 
choose a song, shoot a video and bring a 
DVD home that night.

Star Trax has done everything from 
bringing in a guest DJ and professional 
athletes to interact with guests to indoor 
fireworks to top off the night. 

“The bar and bat mitzvah is the one 
event where you have all generations — 
kids, parents, grandparents — together 
to celebrate something really unique,” 
Kretchmer says. “That’s really the greatest 
part of the celebration.”  ■■

Hot Heuz hair chalk is one of Star Trax’s new Beauty Bar offerings.

Make your own spin-art 
Frisbees (shown), T-shirts 

and more.

Flash tattoos look like temporary jewelry.

Jewelry-making options include camp cording, pewter name squares and burn bracelets.

continued from page C10
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GREATPLACETO
CELEBRATETOWN

1200 St. Antoine  |  Detroit, MI 48226  |  313.223.2999  |  greektowncasino.com

Excludes persons on the MGCB’s Exclusion List or anyone banned by Greektown Casino-Hotel. Must be at least 21 to reserve a hotel room.

There are events, and then there are happenings. At Greektown Casino-Hotel, 

events are transformed into unforgettable happenings for everyone in attendance. 

Bar Mitzvahs. Bat Mitzvahs. Receptions. Private dinners. Corporate events. 

Showers. We have plenty of  spaces intimate and spacious to consider, and all

the amenities to make yours the event of  a lifetime.
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Paula Ceresnie admits to falling 
asleep on the job sometimes, 
but it’s not uncomfortable. 

Quite the opposite. 
Ceresnie often wakes up with a 

cozy, but unfinished, baby blanket on 
her lap.

The dozing happens in her West 
Bloomfield home, where she works 
processing orders for custom-made 
blankets in various sizes and colors. 
After operating a knitting machine, 
she finishes each one by hand. 

“I have the joy of getting wonder-
ful phone calls to hear about new 
babies,” says Ceresnie, whose busi-
ness has been dubbed Names in Knit.

The one thing the blankets have in 
common actually differentiates them. 
Each blanket has the recipient baby’s 
name repeated in a pattern, either 
just on one side or on both sides of 
machine-washable acrylic. 

Ceresnie, in business for 30 years, 
gets requests for Hebrew names, 
which she spells out phonetically in 
English. A blanket can have both the 
English and Hebrew names of a baby. 

“The most popular colors are still 
blue for boys and pink for girls, but 
the names have changed dramati-
cally over the years,” says the knitter.

“When I started this business, 
there were many Stevens and 
Jeffries, Jennifers and Jessicas. Now 
the names are all over the place.”

Also different is the basic use of 
baby blankets. 

Because of medical warnings 
against placing blankets in cribs 
when babies are sleeping and unat-
tended, the covers are most often 
used in settings where infants are 
interacting with adults.

“The blankets wash easily and dry 
quickly,” says Roz Fantich of West 
Bloomfield, who has ordered some 
40 blankets to give to friends and 
family since receiving a gift blanket 
after the birth of one of her children.

“I thought of that first blanket as 
a special gift, and I hope my family 
and friends think of the ones I have 
given in the same way. I know my 
kids have kept theirs because each is 

personalized and holds memories.”
Ceresnie, who learned how to knit 

from her grandmother, started the 
business after she started a family. 
She wanted work she could do at 
home so gave up being a dietician.

“Over the years, I had requests for 
larger blankets,” she says. “Now I 
also do an adult-size blanket, which 
is a great present for college kids 
and newlyweds. It’s like a full-size 
afghan.”

Ceresnie, the mother of two grown 
sons, uses blankets with her grand-
daughters’ names as samples when 
she appears at merchant shows 
sponsored by Jewish organizations.  

Blankets, costing between $50 
and $130, take about four weeks to 
make.

In some ways, the business has 
been a family enterprise. Her hus-
band, Michael, has done the ship-
ping, and her sons helped develop 
the accounting system and website 
(namesinknit.com).

Ceresnie, who has a black and 
white blanket with her own family 
name, likes to keep it on a couch. 

Fantich is one customer happy 
with extending the age range for 
blanket recipients.

“I ordered a blanket for my 
mother, Shirley Cohen, to celebrate 
Mother’s Day,” she says. “It has the 
names of all her children and grand-
children.”  ■■

Blankets As Art 
Personalized keepsakes welcome 
new babies home.
Suzanne Chessler | Contributing Writer

Rosie Barnett, 6 months, daughter 
of Cortney and Seth Barnett, 
models her personalized blanket.

J E W E L R Y

6881 Orchard Lake Rd. on the Boardwalk
(248) 851-5030

1991860



  celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2015 C 1 5

1980690

MORE THAN A CELEBRATION.

This will be a day to remember.

A day to toast an achievement, a milestone, a future, or a lifetime. 

Special days like these are best celebrated in a very special place. 

An historic place. A memorable place. The University of Michigan. 

Allow us to bring your celebration to life, just as you’ve imagined it. 

Down to the tiniest detail. 

Because this day is more than a celebration. It is a gift…

A TREASURED MEMORY.

734-764-8837

uunions.umich.edu/events

1987340

1991890

INTRIGUE
Finest Music and Entertainment

Wedding Ceremonies and Receptions  -  Private and Corporate Events

Listed in the Top 150 Hottest Bands in the Nation  -  Emcee, Wedding Coordinator and DJ included

Packages for ceremony, cocktails, dinner and dance music with options of horns and electric violin

Provided music for the Michigan Gubernatorial Inaugural Ball

Local Michigan weddings to destinations from the Detroit metro area to Bay Harbor, Michigan;
Palm Beach, Florida; the Caribbean; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and Rome, Italy

The music makes the party!
Contact: Stella Actos Also    (248) 879-2373  www.intrigue-online.com
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Tips From 
The Pros

The latest trends from those in the know.

Wake Up Your Space 
With Lighting
Wedding and event planner Andrea 
Solomon is excited about the newest 
trend in event lighting. “Be it soft and 
elegant or bright and modern, 2015 
offers the best choices for transforming 
your room into wow!” she says.

From traditional Edison light bulbs to 
contemporary light-up furniture, anything 
and everywhere can be accented with 
light, Solomon says. 

“Most brides and grooms choose 
white, amber, pink, blue or purple lights,” 
she says. “In the past, we lit walls, dance 
floors, ceilings, and hung chandeliers. 
Now you can light up the outdoors, single 
or multiple trees, pathways and signs. 

“Dance floors now come in all sizes 
and shapes that can be lit with one color, 
change colors with music or they can 
change patterns and colors when you 
step on them,” she adds.

Furniture, such as chairs, tables, bars 
and sweet tables can also be lit. Still 
popular are candles, spot lighting and 
walls draped with uplighting, she says, 
“but the use of net lighting, LED lighting, 
rope lighting, battery-operated candles 
and color lighting brings dimension and 
shadows to a room, creating a whole 
other look. I even sell invitations and 
table numbers that light up and change 
colors!” 

You can reach Solomon at andrea@
andreasolomon.com, or by calling (248) 
626-3421. www.andreasolomon.com.

Add Furniture To The Mix
“Many times our clients want to take a drab venue and transform it 
into a club scene,” says Lyle Braus of West Bloomfield-based Fabulous 
Events. “Whether a bar or bat mitzvah, a wedding or birthday party, we 
help them do it. The trends include LED uplighting as well as couches, 
tables and other lounge furniture.”

People are using furniture to add a new dimension to the party, he 
says. 

“Many times we make a seating area near the dance floor so those 
who don’t dance can still engage with the ones who do,” Braus says. 
“The addition of spandex linens and chair covers top off the room.”

Typically, clients choose white or black furniture, he adds. “They’re 
trying to create a social atmosphere, not the stodgy look of a country 
club.”

You don’t need to break the bank when transforming a room. “We 
work with all budgets and turn the client’s vision into a reality,” Braus 
says.

Contact Braus at (248) 894-6100 or visit www.fabulousevents.info.

Whimsical Presentation
Party planner Leslie Jacobs says it’s all about the food.

“A big food trend is that couples are looking to 
personalize food choices, especially appetizers and 
desserts,” Jacobs says. “They want different and 
unique.”

Her suggestion 
is to take the 
“traditional” and put 
a spin on it — make 
it whimsical and 
unexpected.  
    “Presentation 
conveys the sense of 
fun and whimsy,” she 
says. 

Mini Pigs in a  
Blanket becomes 
“pigs in the grass” 
— the tiny hotdogs are planted into a tray of wheat 
grass by means of toothpicks so they sit up two 
inches above the grass. 

“Milk and cookies are a favorite, but put a twist on 
it by filling a shot glass with chocolate or vanilla milk 
shakes — hummers are great, too — a mini chocolate 
chip cookie sits on the rim, add a mini straw, and you 
have the ‘twist,’“ she says. “Mini root beer floats are 
fun to pass to guests during the evening as are mini 
ice cream cones — the unexpected!”

To contact Jacobs, call (248) 646-4517 or visit www.
lesliejacobsevents.com.

Netted Bodice & Sheer Overlays On Gowns
As with all things in fashion, there is always a trend, and the bridal world is no different, say 
the fashion mavens at Bridal Couture of Birmingham. One of the newest standout trends is 
having a netted bodice or sheer overlay on the skirt’s gown. The netted bodice, often in an ivory 
or skin tone, allows for a build-up on the gown without all the weight, as well as the modest 
suggestion of skin. 

This feature is perfect for the bride who wants an artistic dress that shows some skin but in a 
feminine, elegant and modest way, they say. 

The other sheer lace placement, which is found on the skirt’s gown, functions as an overlay. 
Even though the lace is sheer, this does not mean the bride is being too revealing, despite the 
location. The designers have kept discretion in mind and have appropriately lined the gown to 
the point where the lace skirt can truly begin to show itself, allowing the bride the elegance and 
mobility all in one.

The inclusion of this beautiful feature on the gown allows the bride to select from a playful 
new look that still remains modest and feminine. “The bride still remains the centerpiece while 
wearing her standout and fashionable wedding dress,” they say. 

For information, contact Bridal Couture of Birmingham at (248) 645-0500 or visit www.
bridalcouturemi.com.
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Latest Invitation 
Trends
According to Terri Trepeck of 
Invites Ink in Franklin, invitations 
set the mood and give your 
guests a glimpse of what to 
expect. It can tell them if it’s 
going to be a casual or formal, 
traditional or an out-of-the-box 
affair. 

“Make it sleek or sparkle with 
new printing processes designed 
exclusively for you. We can 
customize your invite so it’s one 
of a kind. The napkins and place 
cards are nominal touches that 
create a lasting impression,” she 
says.

Invitations have come a long 
way. Paper thickness, color and 
the printing processes have 
changed throughout the years. 
What’s trending today, she says, 
is extra-thick card stock with the 
letterpress printing process.

“Letterpress printing is a 
technique of relief printing using a 
printing press,” Trepeck says. “The 
letterpress pushes the printing 

plate into paper that allows the 
design to become a beautiful 
tactile invitation.”

If you choose to go with an 
extra-thick card stock, you can add 
edge painting to your invite as 
well. “Adding just a touch of color 
gives your invite a little pop and 
uniqueness,” she says. 

And who doesn’t like sparkle?
“This is another trend that has 

become very popular, and with foil 
printing, it gives your invitation 
a beautiful shimmer that is truly 
stunning,” she says.

To contact Invites Inc., call (248) 
258-1657 or visit www.invitesink.
com. 

Add Some Jewish Music
Avy Schreiber of Oak Park has been involved in 
music since he was a teen. He’s been a music 
director for high-quality community theater 
in New York; he performed with an a cappella 
choir after college at Yeshiva University; and 
since 2002, he’s been operating Avy Schreiber 
Entertainment, providing music for weddings, 
simchahs and other events. 

He’s plugged into the current Jewish music 
scene and brings a variety of music— from 
traditional Jewish music to klezmer, to Chasidic, 
to Israeli, rock and pop — to help people 
celebrate their special occasions. He sings and 
performs solo with his keyboard or with added 
musicians.

“I strike a happy balance between current 
Jewish music and classics,” said the Young Israel 
of Oak Park member. “My job is to get people 
moving so I change up the rhythm and the 
speed. For a joyous, raucous hora, I play “Od 
Yishama” and “Yasis Alayich.”

Currently, he says, “Hashem Melech” is a big 
hit. He also likes to add Middle Eastern disco-
style music, with a strong beat that gets people 
dancing. 

“Musical trends popular now feature a lot 
more mixing up of rhythms and blending in 
snippets of pop songs into sets,” he said. Other 
trends include mixing a live performer with a 
DJ or featuring specialty bands like klezmer or 
those with their own flavor. 

To contact Schreiber, call (248) 376-0407 or 
visit www.avyschreiber.com.

More Colorful Jewelry
“It’s hard to pinpoint one trend in jewelry, 
as there are so many variables,” says Rob 
Weinberger, owner of Emery’s Creative 
Jewelers in Farmington Hills. “We are 
seeing custom engagement rings gain 
popularity. Taking different components 
and bringing them together from a few or 
many styles allows the ring to take on the 
personality of the wearer.”

Over the last few years “halos” are a 

strong contender of top trends. 
A halo normally consists of white 

diamonds around the center stone; 
however, “lately we are seeing a 
movement toward color,” Weinberger 
says. “Diamonds come in a rainbow of 
colors, but can be quite pricey as the 
center stone. So smaller stones of black, 
champagne, pink, yellow, purple, blue and 
so on, surrounding the center stone can 
make that ring very different and more 
individual.”

With many alternatives available for 
a center stone, the British royals made it 
trendy to sport the color of a deep green 
emerald, bright red ruby or sapphires, 
which come in many colors, he adds. 
     “Keeping your design true to your style 
will assure you will love it for years,” he 
adds.

Emery’s is located at 30975 Orchard 
Lake Road in Farmington Hills. For 
information, call (248) 855-0433 or email 
emeryscreative@sbcglobal.net.

Traditional Floral Still Popular
“I’m finding, surprisingly, today’s young 
couples are opting for traditional floral like 
cascading bouquets, mostly whites with just a 
pop of color — and oozing elegance,” said Jon 
Coden, manager and florist at Southfield-based 
Steve Coden’s Flower Shop.

“Elegance is prevalent,” he says, “but 
budgets are still important, too.”

With the Internet and sites like Pinterest, 
brides and mothers-of-brides find countless 
ideas they want to duplicate, “but be 
realistic,” Coden says. “What you’re looking at 
might cost the sun, moon and stars, when all 
you really want to pay for is the sun.”

Creative brides are stretching their budgets 
by creating more informal center pieces for 
their tables, with glassware and candlelight 
with just a few flowers spread in.

“Do you want to turn the bimah into 
a garden setting or just have a couple of 
arrangements to decorate the space? Those 
are the kinds of questions you have to ask,” 
Coden says.

When it comes to bride and bridesmaid 
bouquets, roses are still a favorite, as are calla 
lilies, hydrangeas, orchids and Gerber daisies, 
which come in so many colors. “A splash of 
a hot pink rose or Gerber daisy really pops 
against the white of the dress,” Coden says. 
“Men are still wearing flowers on their lapels, 
usually roses or mini calla lilies.” 

For more information, call Coden at (248) 
358-1520 or visit www.codenflowers.com.

W e asked local 
vendors and 
professionals 

to share with us the newest 
trends they’re seeing in party 
planning, whether it be for 
weddings, b’nai mitzvahs, 
anniversary parties or baby 
showers. Here they share their 
expertise.



C 1 8    celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2015

Go Fluorescent!
It’s a 2015 new trend that will knock your 
socks off! 
“It’s all about pop of color: neon lime, safety 
orange, fluorescent fuchsia and a plethora of 
purple,” say Terri Trepeck and Susan Siegal of 
Event Bliss in downtown Franklin. 
     “You can’t go wrong with glitter or glow. 
Light up everything — the more the better! 
Tables, dance floors, balloons and even place 
cards should twinkle.”

Siegal adds, “A great goodie bag sends 
your guests home with something that they 
can actually love to wear or use, such as an 
athletic bag, filter water bottle or, for an 
extra flash, a Flashdance sweatshirt or tee. 

A tasty treat to enjoy at home is always a 
crowd pleaser.”

The party can be fabulous without going 
over your budget, they add. 

“It’s the attention to detail that can make 
it look and feel like you got the most bang 
for your buck. In the past, clients have come 
to think hiring a party planner is a huge 
expense that they just can’t afford,” Siegal 
says. “In fact, choosing the right person 
to help you plan your event can save you 
money, time and aggravation.”

Event Bliss, as well as Susan Siegal and 
Company Event Planning, is located at 32802 
Franklin Road, (248) 862-6741.

Trends For Treats
Once upon a time, cupcakes ruled the trendy 
food market. Then came the Cronut and a 
wealth of donut-related spinoffs. Food experts 
are pointing to custom ice cream sandwiches 
as the hottest cool treat trend. 

Eskimo Jacks Artisan Cookies + Ice Cream, 
established in 2011, takes two of your favorite 
foods and turns them into something magical. 

Whether it’s an oatmeal cookie with salted 
caramel (the Cozy Jack) or double chocolate 
cookie and mint chip ice cream, Eskimo Jacks 
is all about combining the simplest of foods 
to create a memorable experience, says owner 
Josh Charlip.

“We bring our carts or truck with our 
trained professional ice cream sandwich 
makers to make sandwiches at your event — 
from weddings to graduation parties to bar 
and bat mitzvahs,” he says.

Charlip says that they make their own 

cookies and ice cream from scratch in their 
Birmingham location.

“We are always working on new flavors 
and combinations. All of our cookies are 
made with real butter and each egg is hand 
cracked,” he says. “Our ice cream is made with 
cream from a local dairy.” 

For more information, visit www.
eskimojacks.com or call (248) 352-5695. 

The Allure 
Men by Jean 
Yves Tuxedo 
provides luxury 
and comfort 
with an open 
cut jacket, slim 
fit and modern 
lapel.

Navy Is In
Samantha Shihadeh, marketing manager for Sam Michael’s 
Menswear in Farmington Hills, says the most popular look for 
spring and summer weddings this year is navy.

“It’s definitely dark enough to be dressy; has just enough 
color to make the right accessories pop and, when hit with 
the right lighting, a good navy suit can be pretty spectacular,” 
she says. “Dark navy, more than most colors, complements just 
about any skin or hair tone.”

Also popular, she says, is the extreme slim fit, a European 
look that looks great with bowties. Satin on a narrow lapel 
is also hot as is the one-button peak lapel as opposed to the 
traditional. 

For more information, call (248) 4774615 or visit http://
sammichaels.com.

New Colors & Personalized Themes
Paula C. Phaneuf, owner of Uncle Buck’s Party Rental in 
West Bloomfield, makes it a point to stay up to date on 
the latest trends. This year, she says, the color of the year 
for 2015 is “marsala, a rich, burgundy color reminiscent 
of a fine red wine. It can be paired with your favorite 
color to transform your wedding into a gorgeous, 
sophisticated elegant event or rustic occasion.”

When it comes to decor, Phaneuf says there continues 
to be a growing theme for the bride and groom to 
communicate their personalities through signature 
centerpieces, natural wood accents, luxury linens and 
decorative lighting.  

“For the rustic wedding, mason jars, burlap and lace 
are all still trendy, but couples are trying to find a way 
to make it unique,” she says. “Instead of wildflowers 
and wooden signs, couples are trading them in for pink 
colored containers and big fluffy peonies. The burlap is 
being replaced by sparkly linens. The result is a wedding 
that feels very personal and unique.”
  As for cakes, metallic icing and dustings of glitter are 

again strong this year. “New for 2015, however, and at the opposite end of the spectrum, is the 
‘naked cake.’ Without the layer of outside icing, it is considered to be the epitome of simplicity,” 
she says.

For more information, call Phaneuf at (248) 666-5432 or visit unclebucksparty.com.

Marsala is the color for 2015, 
says Paula Phaneuf.
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There is no place more memorable for your 
wedding than The Townsend Hotel.…

100 Townsend Street, Birmingham MI, 48009
Contact Joanie Sams at 248-642-5191 or JSams@Townsendhotel.com
www.Townsendhotel.com
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Soulful Gifts
Find creative gifts and giveaways at 
Friendship Circle’s Soul Center.

Ronelle Grier | Contributing Writer

For a memorable party with the 
added benefit of helping young 
adults with special needs, consider 

the Soul Center for creative centerpiec-
es, custom giveaways and accessories 
for bar and bat mitzvahs.

Offerings include an array of profes-
sionally designed items such as T-shirts, 
sweats, sign-in boards, jewelry, napkins, 
soaps and other products in a wide 
range of colors, styles and materials. 

“The possibilities are endless,” said 
center staff member Jordan Shifman.

The Soul Center is a project of 
Friendship Circle of Michigan, an orga-
nization that provides programs, classes, 
camps and other services for hundreds 
of local children with special needs and 
their families, in addition to offering 
educational opportunities for several 
Michigan school districts.

The Soul Center is staffed by profes-
sional artists who supervise young adult 
artists with special needs in creating 
custom party accessories and other art. .

Design services are available to cre-
ate logos and artwork to complement 
any theme; existing artwork can also be 
incorporated into distinctive items such 
as leather bracelets or other personal-
ized gifts. A new laser cutting machine 
can produce specialty etchings on a 
variety of materials; including metal, 
leather, wood, acrylic, plastic, paper and 
cardboard, as well as soaps and candles. 

“The machine is like magic,” said 
Shifman, who described a centerpiece 
with an engraved acrylic shopping bag 
for a shopping-themed bat mitzvah. 

Silk-screening is also available for cus-
tom sweatshirts and other items. 

The young adult artists with special 
needs are involved in the production of 
every item. Staff artists supervise and 
assist based on the project and the art-
ists’ abilities.

“Some of our young adults are amaz-
ingly talented,” Shifman said.

The products offered by Soul Center 
are competitively priced; the earnings go 
to the artists and the program.

“It gives the individual artists the 
opportunity to earn money for their 
work, which helps them feel valuable 

and productive,” said Friendship Circle 
Lifetown Director Bassie Shemtov.

In addition to traditional bar and bat 
mitzvah accessories such as decorations, 
centerpieces and napkins, invitations 
and place cards, Soul Center offers a 
limitless choice of giveaways. Custom 
designed clothing, mugs, flashlights, 
carabineers, jewelry, headphones and 
more serve as permanent reminders of 
each special event.

Individual gift items are also available, 
such as personalized engraved Kiddush 
cups, cutting boards, soaps, Shabbos 
candlesticks and candles.

“We recently engraved an amazing 
plexiglass menorah,“ Shemtov said. 

The Soul Center is now based in a 
temporary studio in Walled Lake. Its per-
manent West Bloomfield facility is under 
construction. Called the Farber Soul 
Center in honor of donors William “Bill” 
and Audrey Farber of West Bloomfield, 
the 18,000-square-foot building will 
house the Dresner Soul Studio, named 
for a gift from the Dresner Foundation, 
originally established by Joseph and 
Vera Dresner, and the Soul Cafe, a 
kosher restaurant open to the communi-
ty, staffed by adults with special needs. 

The art studio will feature photogra-
phy, animation and 3D printing as well 
as painting, ceramics, weaving, jewelry, 
and mixed media. 

For more information, contact 
Friendship Circle at (248) 788-7878, or 
visit www.friendshipcircle.org.  ■■

Stephanie Harris and staff member 
Allison Berlin, both of West Bloomfield

Chocolate
is

Everything

Schakolad Birmingham Chocolate
 1728 West Maple Road

248-723-8008

BirminghamChocolate
on Pinterest.com

1993870
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www.krystynaseuropeanspa.com    248.540.0600
31815 Southfield Road    Suite 32    Beverly Hills, MI 48025

�  �  �  �  

KrystynasEuropeanSpa.com

3 
Don’t forget to ask for a spring 

all natural Jane Iredale makeup 

consultation - free with every 

purchased service!
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S omewhere between laborious and over-
whelming, the word fun should help 
describe the planning for a simchah. 

For those with specific creative powers and 
interests, that fun can be the infusion of an 
individual forte, even when enlisting the know-
how and resources of an event planner.

“Our favorite part of planning is being 
able to intertwine or feature the personally 
handmade addition to the event,” said Lauren 
Waterstone-Bradley, event designer and coor-
dinator at A June Event, a full-service plan-
ning and coordinating event company in West 
Bloomfield. “Time and time again our clients 
tell us whatever personal item they created 
becomes a ‘memory of a lifetime’ for them.” 

Jewelry designer Judy York literally brought 
her talent to the table when she created napkin 
rings for her son and new daughter-in-law’s 
Jan. 3, 2015, wedding reception.

York, who owns LOVE, JUDY Designs in 
Farmington Hills, fashioned the napkin rings 
from an enhancer-bracelet she crafted to be 
worn with her first bracelet design, which she 
had dubbed, “The Katie,” named for her son 
Ben’s then-girlfriend, now his wife.

The enhancer is called, “the La Jolla” after 
the California city where Ben and Katie, who 
live in Kansas City, Kan., were married. It is 
made of light rose-colored Swarovski crystals 
and curved wire with a dangling heart.

The “Katie” design made its way to Dancing 
With the Stars, the Oscar’s and Emmy gifting 
events – and to Kate Middleton. It was also 
pictured in People.com, all thanks to York’s for-
mer Southfield High School classmate Marilyn 
Nelson Kirschner, a celebrity gifting special-
ist and founder and CEO of My Professional 
Konnection in Los Angeles and Miami. 

But the original “Katie” is still owned by the 
bride and was temporarily on-loan to her mom, 
who wore it at the wedding. 

York’s line of jewelry is sold through her 
website (www.lovejudydesigns.com), by phone 
(248-270-8945) and in area stores, including 
Emery’s Creative Jewelers in Farmington Hills, 
Too Chic Boutique in Keego Harbor, Artloft in 
Birmingham and Merle Norman in Farmington. 

“Katie had asked me to help create the 
table,” said York, who lives in Farmington Hills 
with her husband, Dave. “One of the things she 
wanted ideas for was the napkin rings. I came 
up with the idea when I was having lunch one 
day with a friend. I was showing her one of my 
bracelets, and then it was laying on the table 
next to my rolled up napkin. Voila! I asked 
Katie and she liked the idea.” 

After the wedding, the napkin rings were 
gifted to the women guests to wear as brace-
lets.

“I’ve worn mine every day since,” York said. 
“It means a lot to me.” 

From The Heart
Personally created additions to family simchahs.

Shelli Liebman Dorfman | Contributing Writer
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Judy York’s wedding napkin rings

Judy York’s napkin ring, right, next to Katie and 
Ben’s forks that say, “I do” and “Me too.”

Napkin rings on Katie and Ben York’s wedding 
reception table.

Judy and Dave York at Katie and Ben’s wedding.

York wedding reception table.

continued on page C24
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A Lot Of Cake!
Linda Kellert has baked a few things in her 
time but says, “never anything on such a 
large scale” as the cake she created for her 
son and daughter-in-law’s Nov. 26, 2014, 
wedding. 

“The kids wanted me to make the cake 
because I’ve been cooking and baking for 
years, and I guess they like my desserts,” 
said Kellert of Franklin.

Not a professional baker, she first made a 
cake for her daughter-in-law’s bridal shower. 

“When they told me they wanted me 
to make the wedding cake, too, I took a 
refresher class in cake decorating,” she said. 
“I never made a wedding cake before and 
was really nervous about baking something 
so large. It’s not so easy.”

Working alone, she said, 
“It took me four days to 
make the cake and decorate 
it. There were four tiers but 
it was too tall so the top 
tier was left separate on 
the cake table. The bottom 
tier weighed 40 pounds and 
was chocolate, chocolate 
chip with chocolate mousse 
filling,” Kellert said. “The 
next tier was white cake 
with Bavarian cream and 
raspberry puree, the third 
was a coconut cake with 
coconut buttercream filling 
and the fourth tier was the 
chocolate chip again.”

The bride and groom, 
Rachel and Adam Kellert, 
who live in Farmington 
Hills, are old friends who 
reconnected in 2013 after 
Rachel took a position as 
a fourth-grade teacher at 

Hillel Day School, where Adam teaches art. 
“They knew each other from high school 

but had not seen each other for 14 years,” 
Linda Kellert said. 

The wedding ceremony took place at the 
Sara and Morris Tugman Bais Chabad Torah 
Center in West Bloomfield, where Kellert and 
her husband, Dr. Arthur Kellert, are members, 
and where Rabbi Shneur Silberberg, a friend 
of the groom, officiated. 

Rachel is the daughter of Andrea and Jay 
Levin of West Bloomfield, and Lisa and David 
Steingold of Farmington Hills.

Kellert transported the cake to the recep-
tion at Fishbone’s in Southfield, with the 
help of her brother, former Detroiter Michael 
Magid of Lutz, Fla. 

Using cake-plate separators and pegs that 
fit into them, they had to measure the height 
of each cake and cut the pegs to match, but 
they had some difficulty getting the large 
bottom tier to sit flush. 

“I gave my brother heck since he is a 
structural engineer and even he couldn’t get 
the pegs right,” she said.

“For the bottom tier we made a special 
box on top of a piece of plywood, which 
I held in the back of our SUV trunk area,” 
Kellert said. “My brother held onto the other 
two in the back seat and the fourth was up 
front on the floor.”

Atop the cake was an unusual figurine, but 
one with personal meaning. 

“Adam has been a serious comic book col-
lector since he was about 6,” Kellert said. 
“And they wanted a superhero topper.” She 
special-ordered one with Superman and 
Wonder Woman beneath a white-glittered 
crescent moon.

“Superman was over the moon for Wonder 
Woman, as Adam is for Rachel,” she said. 

They were in awe of the display.
“We were so excited that Linda wanted 

to make our cake,” Rachel Kellert said. 
“We totally trusted her to make something 
incredible. I loved every part. It was beauti-
ful, really cool and tasted delicious. Wedding 
cake is never that good. The cake really was 
incredible.”

Linda Kellert said the best compliment was 
that by the end of the evening, there was no 
cake left. “It was amazing to me as the lay-
ers measured 14 inches, 12 inches, 10 inches 
and 8 inches,” she said. “That’s a lot of cake. 
But they ate it all. I couldn’t believe it.”

Have Baked Goods, Will Travel
Susie Feldman traveled a bit farther with 
her baked goods, taking three huge challahs 
and hundreds of pieces of mandelbread to 
Vail, Colo., for the Aug. 24, 2014, wedding of 
her stepson, Michael, and his bride, who live 
about an hour and half away in Arvada.

“Homemade challah graces our Shabbos 

dinner table every week,” Feldman said. 
“Served warm with Shabbos dinner, it tastes 
as if it was just baked. I have been baking 
challahs for the past eight years. Before that, 
my mother was the master challah maker for 
our family.

“When we flew out to Colorado to meet 
Michael’s future in-laws, I brought a home-
made challah for Shabbat dinner. My future 
daughter-in-law, Liz, asked if I would bake 
challahs for the wedding. I didn’t think she 
was serious until she asked before the wed-
ding as well.”

Next came the request for the mandel-
bread, which, once Feldman got started, 
became 400 individual pieces, each one 
hand-dipped in chocolate.

A special travel bag was designated solely 
for the baked goods, and was hand-carried 
onto the plane en route to Vail.

Feldman’s challahs are the result of years 
of upgrades.

“On Shabbat you can find braided challahs 
or round challahs on our table,” she said. The 
challahs at the wedding were braided with 
eight and nine braids. 

“Our recipe is unique,” said Feldman who 
is married to Stephen and lives in West 
Bloomfield. Michael also is the son of former 
Detroiters Bobbie and Lee Golani of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

“We combined recipes to come up with 
the recipe we now use,” Feldman said. 
“We had one of my daughter Hannah’s 
Camp Ramah friends over from Toronto 
one Shabbos. When I said I was going to 
bake challah he said, ‘Let me do it.’ He then 
showed me that he puts a streusel topping 
onto his challah, which I now do as well. 

”Gone are the days of challahs with 
sesame seeds and poppy seeds. We are 
a definite sweet challah family,” Feldman 
said of the type that was sliced and shared 
with wedding guests who celebrated both 
in the wooded outdoors and inside a timber 
and stone mountain-pavilion tucked into a 
Colorado mountainside.

Rachel and Adam Kellert’s wed-
ding cake, topped with Superman 
and Wonder Woman. 
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The Feldmans: Stephen, Michael, Liz, the groom’s sister Stephanie 
and Susie in the outdoor, mountainside area where the wedding 
ceremony took place.

Susie Feldman’s challahs, 
straight from the oven.

continued from page C22

continued on page C26
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If you didn’t make it out for the busy weekend, join us for 

Mangia Pizza Monday & Wine Down Wednesday

www.antoniosrestaurants.com

9924 Dix Ave.
Dearborn

(Between Miller and Lonyo)
313.842.2100

37646 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills

(Corner of Halsted)
248.994.4000

2220 N. Canton Ctr. Rd.
Canton

(Corner of Ford Road)
734.981.9800

26356 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Heights
Shopping Center

313.278.6000

Voted One Of Michigan’s Best Pizza’s

1/2 OFF 

WINES
With purchase of 2 full dinners. Dining room only. 

Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

1/2 OFF 
PIZZA

With purchase of same size salad. Dining room only. 
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.
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For The Boys
For each of her four sons’ b’nai mitz-
vah, Cindy Levine completed one 
significant component of her work 
before anyone even got official word 
of the milestone.

“I made invitations for each bar 
mitzvah boy,” she said of her sons, 
Blake, 23, Alec, 20, Shane, 18, and 
Drew, 14. 

“I love the idea of making some-
thing original and creative; the invita-
tions allowed me to do that.”

“The first was a Torah,” Levine 
said. “I painted wood dowels a 
sparkly-gold color, then printed 
Hebrew-style English font on a gold-
flecked fabric. I attached the fabric 
to the dowels and rolled it up like a 
Torah. I tied it with a ribbon that had 
a gold Jewish star charm attached. I 
then mailed or hand delivered them 
in gold tubes.

“The second was a tallit. I printed 
the same font on a gold-flecked 
antique-looking fabric and glued 
white fringe onto each end so it 
looked just like a small tallit.” 

Shane’s invitation depicted a 
mezuzah. “I printed the Hebrew-style 
font on a beautiful, shiny, iridescent 
card stock,” said Levine, who lives in 
Franklin. “I then rolled it up, tied it 
with a gold ribbon and placed it in 
a long, shiny, gold jewelry box lined 
with navy blue felt. Then I decorated 
the box with a blue, velvet ribbon 
and a star made out of Shrinky Dinks 
on top of a faux, gold leather star.”

For Drew, she began with a blue 
star. “I placed a shiny, white card 
stock printed in the Hebrew font and 
cut into a hexagram inside,” she said. 
“Then I folded each point toward the 
middle and placed a Jewish star stick-
er in the center to hold it closed.”

Levine, who holds a degree in spe-
cial education along with an M.S.W., 
and now work as a yoga teacher, 
said, “It was very time consuming, 
but I involved my kids in the project 
as well. I love a challenge, and I also 

love the uniqueness of a handmade 
invitation.”

She also said she loves other cre-
ative projects, including those that 
involve knitting, and took on more of 
them in advance of each bar mitzvah. 
     “I made kippahs for the bar 
mitzvah boy and guests for the first 
three,” she said. “My friend Perri 
Rosen’s mom, Nora Kanat Stone who 
lives in West Bloomfield, taught me 
to crochet.”

And Levine made a tallit for each 
of her sons who store them in tal-
lit bags needlepointed by her mom, 
Ilene Gittleman of West Bloomfield. 

“The tallit were definitely challeng-
ing, but came out so beautiful,” she 
said. 

“I get into a zone when I’m doing 
these things,” said Levine, whose 
husband is Bruce. “It’s like a medita-
tion for me.” 

The atarahs (neckbands) were done 
with tiny Japanese beads, called deli-
cas and took about nine-12 months 
to make. She made them after teach-
ing herself to use a Japanese bead 
loom.

“The kids enjoyed watching the 
progress each day, and they chose 
the patterns they wanted,” Levine 
said. 

“It was a great feeling of accom-
plishment when the fourth one was 
completed and the boys were all on 
the bimah together, (each) in their 
tallit.”  ■■

Drew displays his tallit and tallit bag.

Alec, Blake, Drew 
and Shane Levine at 
Drew’s bar mitzvah 
celebration.
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1980990

Marguerite
1981710

Beautiful 
Collection
Of Day into Evening 

For all Your 
Special Occasions.

on the Boardwalk
248.932.5253

Make-Up Artist

A Professional, Skillful, 
and Experienced Makeup Artist 

For All Occasions

Your special event will last a day, 
but the photos will last a lifetime!

Look Beautiful!

Cosmetics and Accessories 
248-798-9888

Salon Edge 
6595 Orchard Lake Road | West Bloomfield

msrsalon@aol.com

Mona Rickart

Feature your business with HipCityDeals 
to acquire quality and eager new customers 
via our highly-targeted marketing.
By running an offer with HipCityDeals, your promotion will be 
e-mailed to thousands of loyal subscribers who will read about 
your offer, visit your website, share your business with their friends 
and follow you on social networks like Twitter and Facebook.
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$99 Complete Tuxedo 
Package

6 or more, Grooms Tux Free 

Over 80 different styles to choose from 

Including… Vest & Shoes
Exclusions may apply. 

Must register before May 31st, 2015.

Storewide Sale 

SUITS.
BUY 1, GET 2 

FREE
BUY ONE 
GET ONE
 1/2  OFF

Blazers 

Slacks 

Denim 

Dress Shirts 

Casual Shirts 

Ties 

Shoes 
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Wedding Belles
Whose big day is it, anyway? The flower girl, of  course!

Lynne Konstantin | Arts & Life Editor

B eing chosen as a flower girl is a big 
job for a little person, but one of 
the biggest thrills is wearing a fairy-

tale dress for a day.
Although the long-standing tradition of 

a poufy white gown in miniature is still a 
favorite, like the wedding-gown itself, where 
options abound for every bride’s style, the 
flower-girl dress is following suit. Trends 

include everything from magnificent confec-
tions of lace and tulle, wrapped up in a silky 
sash, to simple, diminutive sheaths.

Also like the grown-up gown, the littlest 
stars’ frocks can be chosen in a range of 
delicious colors, from clean white with a pop 
of punch to all-over blush, blue or gold to 
match the bridesmaid.  ■■

Whose big day

Lynne Konstantin | 

tale dre
Altho

a poufy
favorite
options
flower-

Jenny Yoo ANNIE 
DRESS ($190) 
with gossamer 
lace, in Ivory, at 
Anthropologie’s 
BHLDN.com.

Seahorse by Watters 
JULES DRESS ($184) 
with tiers of flouncy 
tulle, in Nude, at 
Anthropologie’s 
BHLDN.com.

I Love Gorgeous MY 
MOON DRESS ($169) 
with sequined bodice 
and full skirt, in Ivory, 
at Anthropologie’s 
BHLDN.com.

continued on page C30
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Memorable Wedding 
at the Historic Detroit Opera House 

For info and a personal tour, please call  Jason Warzecha at 313.965.4314  
or e-mail jwarzecha@motopera.org

Detroit Opera House  I  1526 Broadway – Detroit, Michigan 48226

complete
atmosphere, delightful architectural 
details and majestic settings… all at 

 

Set the Stage for a

19749701992790

 

 

CORPORATE 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
TEAM BUILDING 
TRAINING 
MEETING KICKOFFS 
LIVE THEATER 
CUSTOMIZED COMEDY 

OUR SHOWS 
ALL AGES - ALL OF THE TIME 

TICKETS: 
$17 ADULTS, $12 YOUTH 

SHOW TIMES:  
SATURDAYS @ 7:30 PM 

Reservations Recommended 

ON THE ROAD 
(WE COME TO YOU) 

BAR/BAT 
MITZVAHS 

WEDDINGS 
CHURCHES  

SCHOOLS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

NON-PROFITS 

WWW.COMEDYSPORTZDETROIT.COM 
 

Detroit has a great history of sports legends with its 
Lions, Tigers, Wings and Pistons  

Now for the first time, the Motor City has its first 
Comedy Improv Team called ComedySportz Detroit. 

Bring your family, your friends and become a part of 
the laughter and a new Motor City legend. 

THE ALL AGES INTERACTIVE IMPROV EXPERIENCE! 

LOCATED IN: 

THE MICHIGAN ACTORS STUDIO 
648 E. NINE MILE ROAD. 

FERNDALE, MI 48220 
INFO@COMEDYSPORTZDETROIT.COM 

248.721.8024 

Handmade Chocolates 
& Confections

Boxed Chocolates 
Glazed Nuts
& Much More

Mint Wafers Customized for 
Your Special Occasion!

1447360 Delivery Available*

Batches Made Daily
Order by Phone 

248-398-7933
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Joan Calabresi for Mon Cheri 
BEADED FLOWER DRESS 
(price available upon request) 
with tulle overlay skirt with 
re-embroidered and beaded 
lace border, in Ivory/Porcelain 
Blue, at Studio Bridesmaid, 
Berkley (248-792-6126; 
studiobridesmaid.com).
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continued from page C28

 The Write Stuff!
248-851-9626

x  STATE-OF-THE-ART LANES
x  PRIVATE EVENT SPACES
x  EXCEPTIONAL MENU & PARTY PACKAGES

x  DJ/MC + DANCING
x  ARCADE GAMES
x  PROFESSIONAL EVENT SPECIALISTS 

*RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

CELEBRATE YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH
WITH A STRIKE!

FOUNTAIN WALK | 44325 W. TWELVE MILE ROAD | NOVI, MI 48377
BOWLLUCKYSTRIKE.COM @LuckyStrike @LuckyStrikeEnt

LUCKY STRIKE WILL DONATE 10% OF THE VENUE FEE TO THE SYNAGOGUE OF
YOUR CHOICE AS A SPECIAL GIFT FOR YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH!*

BOOK TODAY!
CALL 248.374.3420 

EMAIL NOVIPARTIES@BOWLLUCKYSTRIKE.COM
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TOP LEFT: Joan Calabresi for Mon 
Cheri FLORAL WAISTBAND DRESS 
(price available upon request) accented 
with pearls, with a full tulle overlay 
skirt, in Diamond White/Platinum, at 
Studio Bridesmaid, Berkley (248-792-
6126; studiobridesmaid.com). TOP 
RIGHT: Joan Calabresi for Mon Cheri 
SCATTERED FLOWER DRESS (price 
available upon request) in White, at 
Studio Bridesmaid, Berkley (248-792-
6126; studiobridesmaid.com). LEFT: 
Joan Calabresi for Mon Cheri LAYERED 
TULLE DRESS (price available upon 
request) with re-embroidered lace 
bodice and full gathered dirndl skirt 
accented with rows of gathered tulle, 
in Ivory/Petal, at Studio Bridesmaid, 
Berkley (248-792-6126; 
studiobridesmaid.com).

FAR LEFT: Jenny Yoo APRIL LACE 
AND TULLE DRESS ($175) with a 
gold-threaded lace bodice and Empire 
waist, in Blush, at nordstrom.com. 
Center: TANK SHEATH DRESS WITH 
LACE OVERLAY ($79), in Soft White, at 
area David’s Bridal stores 
(davidsbridal.com). LEFT: TULLE BALL 
GOWN WITH LACE APPLIQUES ($149), 
in Soft White, at area David’s Bridal 
stores (davidsbridal.com).
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Us Angels crisp satiny STRIPE SASH ($22) in Blue Stripe, at 
nordstrom.com.

Crewcuts CASSIE DRESS ($228) in crinkle chiffon, in Graphite, at jcrew.
com.

Crewcuts BEATRICE DRESS ($178) in tea-length cotton cady with tulle 
skirt, in Ivory, at jcrew.com. 

Crewcuts PLEATED RUFFLE DRESS ($228) in crinkle chiffon with a neck-
line ruffle, in Dusty Thistle, at jcrew.com.

continued from page C31



Looking for a unique venue to make your nex t Mitz vah or Event ex tra special?

Th ink…Th e Maple. 
Great ambiance, great food, great entertainment!

We can transform the lobby into your “Field of Dreams”.

  Coffee – Café – Cinema
For more info or to book your event 

Call Ruth at 248-910-8796
ruth@themapletheater.com

Besides being the BEST MOVIE THEATER to see a movie, the Maple is a great place for social and corporate events.

Look for our new menu in April and get ready for a truly tantalizing food experience.
We are excited to host you for a wonderful lunch, dinner, or special event!

4135 West Maple Road
Bloomfi eld Hills
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T ake my wife, please.” This quip was 
popularized by comedian Henny 
Youngman.

Though jokes are often made at the expense 
of long-married couples, the truth is that those 
long-standing unions are the result of humor 
shared as well as mutual understanding and 
love.

To celebrate the idea of lasting marriages, I 
gathered some reflections of local couples who 
have been together for at least 50 years.

The Lorbers

Audrey and Steve Lorber of Commerce 
Township will celebrate their 53rd anniversary 
in June.

They first met in a car pool going to Wayne 
State University. They feel that meeting at 
that stage in their lives provided the com-
mon ground to develop a meaningful interest 
in each other; being more mature and find-
ing that they shared similar goals drew them 
together.

As a couple, they share many interests; 
among them is photography, which they made 
into a successful videography/photography 
business for more than 30 years. They also 
enjoy travel, antiquing and just “being togeth-
er.”

When asked about the key to lasting mar-
riage, Audrey mentioned several things; the 
most important, she said, was acknowledging 
the differences that might arise. Common inter-
ests have their place, but she also noted being 
able to “let the little things go.” (She was not 
referring to getting the children to finally leave 
home.)

For their anniversary, they like to plan their 
annual trip to Hawaii, though they usually wait 
to go until December to take advantage of the 
great weather.

The Perlins

Rhoda and Marvin Perlin of West Bloomfield 
will mark their 61st anniversary in June.

They met through mutual friends when they 
were 13 and 14 respectively. They were child-
hood sweethearts who felt the closeness of 
their backgrounds and interests made them 
a “fit.” They married at ages 20 and 21, just 
before Marvin went into military service.

Together they enjoy travel, decorating their 
home and being with their children. They 
admit, however, that the children were easier 
to keep up with when they and the kids were 
younger.

Marvin’s advice for a happy marriage would 
be to remember to say, “Yes, dear” (listen up, 
guys!) and to keep in mind that “marriage is a 
marathon, not a sprint.”

The Kozlowskis

Edith and Marvin Kozlowski of West Bloomfield 
and Boca Raton, Fla., celebrated their 65 years 
of marriage this past January.
    Originally they were from Radom, Poland. 
They ended up in different camps during World 
War II. When liberated, Marvin’s father sought 
out other survivors who were from Radom and 
a friend told him of Ruth and her two sisters. 
The rest is history — of a wonderful, lasting 
union.

Edith believes that they get on so well 

because they balance each other. She tends to 
be a nervous worrier; he starts each day with a 
song.

Their advice to staying the course in their 
marriage is being willing to compromise. The 
only real argument comes when they travel; 
Marvin feels that Edith packs too much stuff.

To mark their anniversary, they were joined in 
Florida by many family members.

The Smiths

Eleanor and Phil Smith of West Bloomfield 
recently celebrated 70 years of marriage.

The couple met during their high school 
years. Though they went to different schools, 
they often attended social clubs, which drew 
young people to gatherings at various homes. 
They feel they were “lucky” to be drawn to 
each other.

When they married, they knew it was to be a 
long-term commitment; “easy out if you change 
your mind” was not even an option. 

They attribute their successful marriage to let-
ting each other grow in his/her own way. Their 
common interests — camping, square dancing 
and travel — helped a lot.

Working toward common goals and on a 
foundation of trust has proven a successful 
plan.

Their recent anniversary was marked at a 
dinner with many family members and will con-
tinue at a large family seder in Philadelphia.

Thankful for good health and a loving group 
of children and grandchildren, the Smiths look 
forward to many more happy years together.

The keys to a lasting marriage seem to be 
sharing and understanding. All of the couples 
agree that a shared life — built on love and 
respect for each other — is well worth working 
on. 

May they continue to do so for many more 
years. And may they have each other “to have 
and to hold from this day forward.”  ■■ 

To Have And To Hold
Couples share advice for long, happy marriages. 
Sy Manello  | Editorial Assistant
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26000 American Dr.  Southfield, MI 48034

 
 

 

 

Meeting Room Renovation  
to be completed by  

Mid-April, 2015.  

1987370
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W hen it comes to get-
ting dressed for a bar 
or bat mitzvah, times 

have changed. In the past, girls and 
women wore dresses, and boys and 
men wore a nice button-down with 
slacks, sometimes with a sport jacket 
and, on the rare occasion, a suit. 
Today, casual attire is encouraged!  
     Invitations almost always provide 
you with the dress code, but some-
times they can be confusing.

On one side of the spectrum is 
casual attire. The other is black tie. 
Everyone understands what these 
mean, but what about everything 
in between? Local wedding planner 
Andrea Solomon helps us to decode 
the dress code. 

Casual Attire or Informal: For 
boys, casual attire means jerseys, 
long shorts, jeans or other athletic 
wear. For girls, this can mean leg-
gings with a long shirt, a sun dress 
or other casual wear. Solomon 
stresses that it is never OK to wear 
sweats to a bar or bat mitzvah, 
regardless of how casual it is. 

 Denim and Diamonds, Jeans 
and Jewels, Casual Chic, Jeans 
and Jerseys or Jean Chic: All of 
these are creative ways of saying 
you can wear jeans, but dress them 
up a bit. Boys should wear jeans 
with a button-down in a fun color 
or print and can add a sport coat or 
jacket, but no tie. Girls should wear 
jeans with something glamorous. 

 Dressy, Snappy or Smart 
Casual, Party Festive or Festive 
Attire: All of these mean that the 
party is one step above jeans. Boys 
wear pants or khakis with an open 
collar button-down or sport jacket. 
Girls can be found wearing cute 
dresses or a dressy pants look but 
without all the frills. 

If the invite says party festive, 
guests are encouraged to wear 
bright and fun colors, sometimes 
with a little glitz. Girls often change 
into leggings once the party gets 
started. 

Dressy Resort, Island Chic, 
Garden Party or Outdoor Attire: 
Guys should leave the serious jacket 
and tie at home. Think what you 
would wear to a tropical wedding 
on a beach. Women should put on 
a comfortable maxi dress, flowing 
sun dress or cute shift with some 
fun jewelry. 

Luxe No Tux: This is your time to 
wear something creative and fashion 
forward. There is no need to wear 
a tux, but don’t skimp on the fash-
ion! Women and girls should wear 
dresses with luxurious fabrics and 
add lots of glitz and glam. 

 Cocktail Attire, Semi-Formal 
or After Five: This means no tuxes 
or long dresses. Dark suits or a pair 
of slacks with a tie for boys or men. 
Girls and women can wear shorter 
fun dresses, dressy pants separates 
or a little black dress. Dress it up 
with some fun accessories. 

Black Tie Optional, Preferred, 
Requested or Invited: If you have 
a tux, wear it, but don’t go out and 
buy something new. Boys and men 
can opt for a dark suit. Women 
and girls should wear long dresses, 
dressy separates or other formal 
evening attire. 

 Creative or Trendy Black Tie: 
Solomon says that this is where you 
can get really creative and stand 
out! Boys can wear tails, a top hat, 
gloves or cane. Girls can wear bright 
formal dresses with lots of pizzazz. 

 Black Tie: For men, this is crystal 
clear, they should wear a tux. Most 
boys would wear a dark suit. Girls 
and women should wear floor-length 
evening gowns, dressy cocktail 
dresses, fancy pant separates or a 
little black dress. 

While it may seem confusing, 
these are all creative ways of saying 
almost the same thing. If you are 
still in doubt as to what to wear, call 
the host or hostess for guidance. 
Remember it’s always better to be 
over-dressed than underdressed.  ■■  

Courtesy of www.mitzvahlist.com. 

Decoding 
The Dress Code  
What should you wear to your next 
bar or bat mitzvah party?

Let Buddy’s cater your party at 
home or in the office with our 

carry-out salad, pasta or veggie 
party trays, homestyle soups & 
sauces and half-baked pizzas. 

*Birthdays         *Rehearsal Dinners                 
*Meetings          *Sports Banquets 
*Graduations    *Anniversaries 
*Bar Mitzvahs   *Bat Mitzvahs 

31646 Northwestern Highway 
Farmington Hills 

248-855-4600 
 

 by Jewish News Readers 
 

 
 

            by the Food Network 
 

 
 
            by 
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248.358.1520    800.514.9975     Fax 248.358.5834

Steve Coden’s 
Flower Shop

Inside Travelers Tower
Right Across from the Southfield Library

®

Celebrating over 50 years!
Mention this ad 

for FREE 
local delivery!

www.codenfl owers.com



NOW’S THE TIME TO BOOK THAT PRIVATE PARTY 
From small to large, private parties are our specialty. Whether you’re entertaining in your dining room or ours, your backyard or 

anywhere else you choose, we have all the necessary elements to make your party a memorable event. Chef Steve can prepare a meal 
that is sure to please your budget and the most discerning of palates. We can also prepare party appetizer platters for pick-up.  

STEVE & ROCKY’S GIFT CERTIFICATES are perfect for Mother’s day, Father’s Day 
& treating high school and college graduates to a wonderful evening out 
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When you receive a gift from 
Lindsay Roberts, you know 
it’s unique, tailored specifi-

cally for you and conveys the meaning 
she’s intended. 

Roberts of Birmingham is a gift 
expert. You may have seen her gift-
ing segments on Fox 2 Detroit, on the 
major TV networks or online at popular 
sites like E! Online.com. If you haven’t 
discovered her online gift site, www.
thegiftinsider.com, check it out. 

At thegiftinsider.com, Roberts and 
her team scour the Internet, local bou-
tiques and magazines to recommend 
the most creative and under-the-radar 
gift ideas. Her website offers ideas, and 
then links shoppers to the merchants 
who sell them.

The website takes the hassle out of 
gift-giving by curating, categorizing 
and reviewing options. The site also 
features a blog with gift-giving tips and 
etiquette advice. And shoppers on the 
site often can obtain exclusive discount 
codes from merchants for items they 
want to purchase.  

Roberts comes to this naturally. 
“Gifting is a thing some are great 

at,” she said. “I was always into it and 
making gifts for people. It’s something I 
am passionate about.”

For her mother’s recent birthday, 
balloons floating on the ceiling had 
notes attached to the hanging rib-
bons; each note contained a reason 
people loved her. For Valentine’s Day, 
Roberts sent her fiance, Jonathan 
Schey, on a scavenger hunt to places 

that held meaning for them. They will 
marry July 18.

“One of the things that impressed 
me early in our relationship is that he’s 
a very good gifter,” she said. 

Roberts had worked in ad sales 
for Good Housekeeping in Chicago. 
She frequently perused magazines to 
track advertising and saw a lot of hot 
products. 

“I started a blog about unique gifts 
or do-it-yourself products to give cre-
ativity to gift-giving,” she said. “I left 
my corporate job in June 2010 to focus 
on this full time. Then I took the leap 
and returned to Detroit.

“The site helps you find the perfect 
gift,” she said. “Items are broken down 
by type of person, occasion, gift and 
cost. You can’t directly buy on our site, 
but we direct you to merchant sites. We 
act as a marketing tool for these small 
companies.”

Roberts, a passionate entrepreneur, 
also does a lot of spokesperson work 
as well as speaking engagements for 
various gift fairs around the country. 

Although she freely gives advice, 
Roberts refuses to reveal what special 
gifts she’ll be giving to her wed-
ding party, parents and guests at her 
upcoming wedding. 

“Some are secret,” she said with a 
laugh. “I will say there will be a lot of 
fun gift bags for the out-of-towners, 
and the bridesmaids are getting some-
thing from a boutique in Paris.”  ■■

Lindsay Roberts runs  www.thegiftinsider.com.

f them They will

Keri Guten Cohen | Story Development Editor

Gift Advice
Online gifting expert creates
a business from her passion.

• Current favorites: a personal-
ized cutting board with the words 
“Cooking together since (fill in 
date)” engraved in the wood; a cus-
tom designer sketch of the bride in 
her wedding dress; and a box with 
three wine bottles to be opened on 
specific anniversaries, each with an 
appropriately timed message from 
the giver.  

• Don’t give something YOU would 
like, but something you know THEY 
would like. 

• Listen carefully to those in your life; 
they often unintentionally mention 
things they really want or need. 

• Don’t forget the WOW factor; put a 
special touch to every gift you give 
this year.

Gift Advice From Lindsay Roberts

www.Mi-Sci.org

MI.Science.Center mi_sci mi_sci

The Michigan Science Center is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofi t organization. 

The Element of ... 

 
Element?

What’s YOUR

 DISCOVER THE PLACE FOR 

 BAR MITZVAHS, 

REUNIONS, 

 HOLIDAY PARTIES 

 AND LOTS MORE!

With more than 110,000 square feet of scientifi c 

exploration and event space, the Michigan Science 

Center accommodates groups of 20 to 2,000. 

Email rentals@Mi-Sci.org or 

call 313.577.8400, ext. 442, 

for more information.

1979390

248-327-7344

Catering & Cuisine

Glatt Kosher      Restaurant & Catering

1993070
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1947380

EXPERIENCE

REPUTATION

PROFESSIONALISM

PERSONALITY

QUALITY

VALUE

Call today for 
an appointment

With Lieberman Photography’s new prices…
You will feel like a kid again.

4312 Orchard Lake Road   I   West Bloomfi eld   I   (248) 706-0100   I   LiebermanPhotography.com

1988030
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H ow can you best cap-
ture those special family 
moments at your child’s 

bar mitzvah, your parents’ anniversary 
party or your daughter’s wedding? The 
JN turned to three local photographers 
for their expert advice.”

Photojournalistic Style
“A lot of the brides we work with are 
looking for more spontaneous photos 
capturing the moment,” says Ron 
Lieberman, who’s been taking photos 
of simchahs in Metro Detroit since the 
late 1970s.

“‘Pose’ is almost a four-letter word,” 
he adds. “I try to show my clients in 
the special relationships they have 
with people in their lives.” 

That’s where a good photographer 
comes in – when he sees the moment 
a bride is looking back at her grandma 
and takes a shot, he adds. “That’s the  
stuff we like to see and capture.”

Lieberman says he notices many 
brides are getting ideas from Etsy and 
Pinterest. “But I advise not to try to 
re-create those photos. You might miss 
something that’s happening at your 
own wedding,” he says.

Lieberman also cautions against 
couples getting their photos on CD 
only. “Unless you’re technically savvy, 
it could be a disservice,” he says. “We 
offer that option, but we also offer a 
very beautiful album.” 

For more information on products 
and services, contact Lieberman at 
(248) 706-0100 or visit www.
liebermanphotography.com.

Portrait Art
“Even in today’s instant gratifica-
tion digital age, there’s a steady 
steam of families coming through 
my studio door wanting to build a 
finished collection of portrait art to 
adorn the walls of their homes,” says 
Marla Michele Must of Enchanted 
Photography. 

“More and more families are real-
izing the benefit to having a finished 
printed collection as opposed to a CD 
or flash drive of stored digital files,” 
she says. “I hear my clients tell me 
horror stories of long-forgotten images 
on CD, stuck in everlasting limbo 
somewhere in a kitchen junk drawer. 
Well-meaning busy moms of toddlers 
have the best of intentions of print-
ing their files, they just don’t have the 
time.”

Th at’s why she says families are see-
ing the benefit of creating a collection 
of wall art to enjoy and pass down 
to their children. Remember cassette 
tapes? Eight-tracks? The same could 
happen in the future to CDs or flash 
drives, she says. 

“Families are also looking for casual 
unposed ‘lifestyle’ photography,” she 
adds. “A client said she came to me 
because she was ‘not looking for the 
perfect placement of my pinky finger.’ 
Families want to remember the real 
stuff, get to the heart of the matter, 
memorialize relationships and authen-
tic moments between siblings.”

For more information, con-
tact Enchanted Photography at 

(248) 910-0555 or visit www.
EnchantedByMarlaMichele.com

Classic And Current
Photographer Brian Masserman has 
been working in photography since 
right after his own bar mitzvah. 
Incorporated since 1992, he now 
shoots photos at bar and bat mitzvahs, 
weddings, commitment ceremonies — 
you name it. 

One thing he’s noticed since the 
evolution of digital photography is 
that anybody who owns a camera can 
call themselves a photographer, and 
that can sometimes be disastrous for 
clients.

“I had the mother of a bride come 
to me with a disc of photos from her 
daughter’s wedding that she wanted 
made into an album,” he says. “The 
photos were low-resolution and not 
printable, so I called the photographer 
to ask for the larger files. Problem was, 
she didn’t have them. There was no 
way to print an album and the client 
was in tears.”

Masserman says that parents of the 
bride and groom still want the posed 
family photos, but brides and grooms 
themselves are looking for something 
more artistic and journalistic.

“I mix it up,” he says. “If you’re all 
journalistic, it will look like a scrap 
album; if you’re too posed, the album 
will look stiff and unnatural. Make 
sure to have both.” 

Masserman says clients need to 
communicate with their photogra-
phers. “If there is a special relative 
who needs to be photographed, let 
them know.”

A good photographer is more than 
someone who can take a nice photo, 
Masserman adds. “Make sure the 
person you choose is up on the latest 
technology.”

For more information, contact 
Masserman at (248) 624-8668 or 
visit www.massermanphotography.
com.  ■■
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Brian Masserman catches family and friends cutting 
loose at the b’nai mitzvah party of Seth and Ross Hysni.

Capturing 
The Moment 
Local photographers share advice
on the latest trends in their field.
Jackie Headapohl | Managing Editor

Capturing the special moments is what 
a good photographer can do, Ron 
Lieberman says.

Enchanted Photography tween represen-
tatives from West Hills Middle School in 
West Bloomfield
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We are in the details, so you 
can be in the moment. Treat 

friends and family to inspiring 
festivities from an exquisite 

rehearsal dinner, to an elegant 
celebration, to a relaxing 

morning after champagne 
brunch. Create the perfect 
atmosphere in the artfully-

restored Crystal or Venetian 
ballrooms, the famed 

Italian Garden, or the more 
contemporary Woodward 
Ballroom. Entrust us with 

your vision, and let us handle 
the rest. You will be free to 
focus on the vows you take 

and the memories you make.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
TO MAKE A RESERVATION, VISIT 

WESTIN.COM/BOOKCADILLAC OR 
CALL 1.313.442.1600.

YOUR 
 DREAM DAY

©2011 Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SPG, 
Preferred Guest, Westin and their logos 
are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.  
For full terms & conditions visit  
westin.com/bookcadillac
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4/30/15

Join us  
for Brunch  

April 6!  
Call for  

reservations!

Join us for
Easter Brunch 
Sunday April 5! 

Call for 
reservations!
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Professional Portraits
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Eric Adelson of West Bloomfield receives his tallit from grandfather 
Sheldon Adelson as father, Brad Adelson, looks on Sept. 19, 2014, at 
Temple Israel.

Cindy Schwartz of Farmington Hills helps her daughter Jackie Schwartz moments before she 
marries Joey Yashinsky at Congregation B’nai Moshe on May 25, 2014.

ABOVE: Evan Carlin, 11 days old, son of Sarah Fink 
Carlin and Stuart Carlin of West Bloomfield in June 
2014.
RIGHT: Drs. Stacey and Marc Wittenberg and sons, 
Sam, Zach and Jonah of Bloomfield Hills take a 
family portrait at Dodge Park in Sterling Heights in 
August 2014.
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Professional Portraits
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TOP LEFT: Rebecca Einstandig of West Bloomfield 
celebrates her bat mitzvah at Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek in Southfield on May 3, 2014. 
TOP RIGHT: Caitlin Forbes of Bloomfield Hills takes her  
high school senior portrait at the Reflection Pool at 
Cranbrook House in Bloomfield Hills in September 2014.

BOTTOM LEFT: Ryan Hawley, son of Fatin and Todd Hawley, 
celebrates his bar mitzvah with sister Gabriela at Temple 
Israel and Tam-O-Shanter Country Club on Sept. 27, 2014 .
TOP RIGHT: Seth and Ross Hysni, children of Tricia and 
Craig, and brother of Dean, celebrate their b’nai mitzvah at 
Temple Israel and Tam-O-Shanter Country Club on Nov. 28 
and 29, 2014. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Jacob Roth, son of Jamey and Renee 
Roth, celebrates his bar mitzvah at Temple Israel in West 
Bloomfield Nov. 22, 2014. 
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1977810

1991790

CATERING       CARRYOUT        FOOD TRUCK
slowstogo.com   877-569-7246
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Udi Kapen of West 
Bloomfield, played the title 
role in The Music Man and 
his daughter Kayla played 
the role of the mayor’s 
daughter in the Bloomfield 
Players production Jan. 30, 
2015, at Bloomfield Hills 
High School. Udi’s older 
brother Gilead came in 
from Virginia to see them 
perform.

B’nai mitzvah weekend, May 23-24, 2014, of 
Brendan, 12, and Mari, 13, Lynn of West Bloomfield, 
children of Paula and Jeffrey Lynn 

19790301979030
An Affair to Remember … 

2485 Coolidge Hwy
Berkley, MI 48072
248-546-7800
farinasbanquet.com

1982630

You have done the planning, now enjoy the party and leave the details to us. 

Our trained and experienced “Red Coat Ladies” will help 
you relax and enjoy your celebration with complete confidence. 

Your Red Coat Lady is totally ready to oversee all aspects of the day. 
She is prepared to handle any situation – both expected and unexpected.

Day of the Party Management for Weddings & Bar/ Bat Mitzvahs

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/PartyAssurance

The Red Coat Ladies

Pat Blackwell, Owner

248-496-4572
www.partyassurance.com

Your “Day-of” Event Coordinator
Taking the stress out of Weddings 
& Bar/Bat Mitzvahs since 1994

 

1992500

Looking the best on your special day…
That’s what we specialize in!

29975 Orchard Lake (S. of 14 Mile Road) 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

248.539.3244

4th 
Generation 

Since 1946

Pick-up and 

Delivery Service 

available at no 

extra cost to you!

"At Dubin Cleaners & Laundry, I trust that my cleaning needs 
will be met thoroughly with integrity and attention to detail."  
                                                                     -Lois Shulman, Wedding gown cleaned September 2014

dubincleaners.com

Family Photos



248.263.6300  |  startrax.com  |  info@startrax.com
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TOP: Alana and Leonid Shamban of Oak Park, at their Aug. 9, 2014, wedding at 
Temple Israel.
BOTTOM: Scott Bendix of Royal Oak, Alana and Leonid Shamban of Oak Park, Daniel 
Muskovitz of Chicago.

Michelle (Solomon) 
Pack and Samuel Pack 
celebrating Valentine’s 
Day 2015, 12 days 
before Samuel’s first 
birthday in Glendale, 
Wisc. Michelle used to 
live in West Bloomfield 
and now resides in 
Wisconsin.

1902880

Large Parties Showers
Anniversaries

Birthday Parties
Catering And More

248-474-8183
27626 Middlebelt Road 

Farmington Hills

Taste of China

Reservations 
welcomed!

ALWAYS 
GREAT FOOD 

AND SERVICE!

FULL BAR

Hours of Operation:
Mon.-Thurs.: 11am – 9:30pm

Friday: 11am – 10pm
Saturday: Noon – 10pm

Sunday: Noon – 9pm

Seating for up 
to 200 people

Owners: Shan Tam and Johnny Tam

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 

$10 OFF*
Your Next Swimsuit

Expires 4/2/2015
*excludes sales items

Pick your style, size & color.
Hand made to fi t you!

fi tting women 
for 34 years

Custom Swimwear
by Exelnt Designs

Exelnt
Designs
5751 E. 13 Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48092 
No Appointments Necessary. 
Thousands of suits in stock.
Gift Certifi cates Available

586-977-9140 www.CustomSwimwear.com



LOCATED IN  Farmington Hills at Copper Creek Golf Course  |  27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard (12 Mile just west of Halsted)

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED  For all your lunch, dinner and party/banquet needs

HOURS  Mon Closed  I  Tues - Thurs: 11am - 10pm  I  Fri: 11am - 11pm  I  Sat: 4pm - 11pm  I  Sun: 4pm - 9pm

Make your private event bookings for any day of the week.

248 994 1111  |  www.lellisinn.com

Whether it be a holiday event, business dinner, birthday, wedding, rehearsal dinner, bar or bat mitzvah,  
client entertainment, wine dinner or a family celebration; we will treat you and your guests to the highest quality  

of service and incredible food that will be remembered for years to come.

Lelli’sInn on the Green 

Mark Zarkin & Steve Lelli “AT OUR SERVICE”
“Where Food is King”

Book your private 
event in our 

enclosed terrance 
overlooking the 

golf course
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Jeff Fowler and Sara Eber of Chicago at their Oct. 19, 2014, wedding at the Royal 
Park Hotel in Rochester.

While attending the Carli wedding in Israel, 
Andrea Solomon took some time to go to the 
Dead Sea.

Kenny, Melissa, Spencer and Carson 
Litvin of Berkley at Spencer’s bar 
mitzvah party at Dave and Busters 
in Livonia on Jan. 18, 2015.

custom event linens 
at wholesale or  
rental pricing

francene kaplan

248 239 1606

A New Concept 
in Linen Rental

1978160

Links of Novi 
50395 W. Ten Mile Road

Novi, MI  48374
Contact

Sara Barnhill
248-380-9595

sbarnhill@singhmail.com
www.linksofnovi.com

BIRTHDAYS 

BAR & BAT 
MITZVAHS 

GRADUATIONS 

RECEPTIONS 

WEDDINGS 

REHEARSALS 

734.368.9592 

248.586.9911 

609 East William St. Ann Arbor 
35075 Woodward Ave. Birmingham 

Let Us Cater 
Your Next Event 

1990640

1985950

Invitation Station
WEDDINGS  I  BAR/BAT MITZVAHS  I  SHOWERS  I  ALL OCCASIONS

Envelope Addressing 

Printing while you wait 

Always discounted
Appointment Only

248.855.1348 or invitelady5@gmail.com
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Jason Aleman, Jeff Aleman and Lynn Aleman, all of Farmington Hills, and Eric Aleman 
of Ann Arbor celebrate the 90th birthday of Lynn’s father, Herb Eidelman, at the Park 
at Trowbridge in Southfield on Jan. 11, 2015.

Bubbie Linda Brodsky of West Bloomfield 
with Hugo Brodsky, 9, of Royal Oak at Rosh 
Hashanah.

Juanita Victor of West Bloomfield, 
100 at the time of the picture, (she 
just turned 101) with her great-
grandson Felix Brodsky, 12, of Royal 
Oak.

BI R M I N G H A M  |   248.647.1290 
T H E R E S E R V E B I R M I N G H A M.C O M

Located on the grounds of the acclaimed Big Rock Chophouse.
1970100
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ABOVE: The Carli family, Sam; mother 
of the groom, Judy; the bride Lena; 
the groom Matt; father of the groom, 
Rich; Sarah and Gianni. 

LEFT: Andrea Solomon and new bride 
Lena Carli on the day of her wedding, 
Nov. 12, 2014, in Old Jaffa, Israel.

Kristin Almy and 
Adam Glickfield at their 
wedding, Aug. 16. 2014, 

on San Francisco Bay

248-855-0480
4297 Orchard Lake Road, Ste. 250

West Bloomfield, MI 48323
(Crosswinds Mall)

www.barrysletsrentit.com

Plan Your Event with 

BARRY’S LET’S RENT IT
We supply everything, except your guests.

Let Us Transform Your Event Space

248-624-1033  www.pepinosdining.com

As we evolve, one thing stays the same: a dedication to a unique culinary style 
originating in the mountains of Switzerland near the Northern Italian border.

Celebrate at Pepino’s…
                   really great food.

Enjoy your special dinners with family and friends!
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D o-it-yourself decor doesn’t 
have to look homemade — 
unless you’re going for a 

rustic look, of course.
But it can also be as all-out fabu-

lous as you want it to be, and you 
don’t have to be super crafty to 
design your own decor for a simchah, 
from bat mitzvah to bris. It does 
require a good dose of industrious-
ness and vision (easily helped along 
by Pinterest and Google Images). 

Whether you want to create just 
certain elements or the entire look, 
it is possible. “If I want to put the 
effort into something, I will figure out 
how to do it,” says Mike Finkelstein, 
who created most of the decor for 
his daughter’s bat mitzvah. “Plus, I 
liked being able to show my kids that 
it’s about creating and putting your 
mind to it. It doesn’t have to be just 
writing a check for someone else to 
do it.”  ■■

DIY Decor
Roll up your sleeves and dust off  your glue gun for gorgeous, 
professional-looking — homemade — simchah centerpieces and designs.
Lynne Konstantin |Arts & Life Editor

LEFT: PVC tubes stuck into the base of Target wastebaskets hold let-
ters spelling out Lexie Kate’s name on the kids’ tables. Finkelstein 
found a Styrofoam manufacturer online who built the eight-inch let-
ters, which Finkelstein then painted and covered in candy.

TOP LEFT: Rather than a number, each adult table was designated 
a type of candy (which corresponded to candy-box place cards). 
Finkelstein found a plastics manufacturer in Saline who provided him 
with a special bonding agent to affix vertical acrylic towers, which he 
and event-planner Debbie LeClaire filled with candy. Three-foot-long 
boxes of candy were perched on top; movie theater-size boxes filled 
the acrylic stands.
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ABOVE: “We didn’t want to make this over-the-top, like a wedding,” 
says Mike Finkelstein of daughter Lexie Kate’s Nov. 15, 2014, bat mitz-
vah at Temple Israel. “We wanted it to be light and fun and youthful. 
She’s got a lot of great interests, she’s well-rounded and she’s got a 
sweet life. Plus, she and my wife [Karen Merkle] really love candy. So 
we went from there.” Finkelstein dipped upwards of 500 rock-candy 
swizzle sticks in Super Glue to create centerpieces on high-top cocktail 
tables. The sticks were then inserted into a Styrofoam ball, held by a 
wooden dowel inside a vase from Target.
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Call Yad Ezra at (248) 548-3663
or visit our web site, www.yadezra.org,
to find out how you can be a part of
this special opportunity!
For volunteer opportunities, contact darlene@yadezra.org.

Celebrate this 

milestone by doing

Mitzvah Work for 

those in need!

Feeding Hungry Jewish Families

HOW?
Fulfill 6 hours of community service at Yad Ezra

Receive a Yad Ezra Candle that you can light at your
celebration and remember those less fortunate 

Enjoy your simcha knowing that you have made a
difference in the lives of those less fortunate

Having a
      Bar/Bat
Mitzvah?

2850 West Eleven Mile Road, Berkley, MI  48072 
Between Coolidge and Greenfield

Please consider enhancing your mitvah by donating 3%
of the cost of your simcha to Yad Ezra to ensure that no

Jewish adult or child suffers from hunger.

Celebrating 25 Years

A Fresh, Flavorful Alternative 
to the Standard Catering.

You and your guests will be impressed with the appearance and taste of our 
prepared from scratch menu items.  We offer large portions for orders over 

10 people, boxed lunches with pitas or meals, and a variety of platters!  
Ordering is easy!  Order off our catering menu or speak with one of our 

catering specialists to customize your meal for any occasion.

Troy
854 E. Big Beaver Rd.

248-619-0888

 www.2Booli.com

Farmington Hills
37610 W. 12 Mile Rd.

248-994-0614

Visit our website or text '2BOOLI' to 22828 to join our 
eClub for special offers & promotions.

1986680

NOUVEAUTÉ

FOR BOOKING INFO:  
Wendy Rogelle
248.683.2534
wendy_rogellen@comcast.net

Band website: nouveaute-band.com

Fun, energetic, modern, upscale 
band for your wedding, corporate 

party, bar/bat mitzvah.
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BELOW LEFT: Kroll covered the kids’ tables with different colors of sheer fabric 
down the length of each table. Lining the top were more decorated Styrofoam balls 
glued to low glass candle bases. “A friend gave me 100 of the glass candle bases, 
and when I was done, I scraped off the glue and gave them to another friend for her 
daughter’s bat mitzvah,” says Kroll. She and husband, Todd, also passed the tall cen-
terpieces along to a friend, Melissa Litvin, who used them for her son’s bar mitzvah 
(shown on page C57). “I think it’s great to pass this stuff along for someone else to 
use for their mitzvah. Why not get more use out of all of this stuff and help some-
one else out? Doing a mitzvah for a mitzvah!”

ABOVE RIGHT: Kroll made standing table centerpieces by gluing three varying-
height candlesticks to a mirror base. She then attached painted, glittered and bead-
ed Styrofoam balls to the tops of each candlestick.

BELOW RIGHT: Kroll glued two-inch-thick Styrofoam laser-cut letters to a 4.5’ x 4.5’ 
board, which she kept in her garage. Over the course of a week, she layered glue 
and glittered the board and letters, then affixed silver paper circles on the letters to 
look like stage lights. Around the edge of the sign, she pinned a string of pink LED 
lights, which flashed while guests danced.
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ABOVE LEFT: Lilley Kroll’s Jan. 11, 2014, bat mitzvah party was held at the Royal Oak 
Farmer’s Market. Her mom, Jennifer Kroll, glued circles of different textured craft 
papers in her daughter’s theme colors of hot pink, purple and lime green on clear 
nylon strings. Between the circles, she strung shiny foam balls, crystals and mini mir-
rors. Twelve strings were then tied onto plastic pipe from Home Depot, which Kroll 
wrapped in colorful fabric — each pipe became a hanging centerpiece.

nInvitations n Stationery n Accessories  
n Party Favors n Gifts n Calligraphy 25% off

up to

Providing personalized service from start to finish 1979730

32802 Franklin Road
248-258-1657

Terri@invitesink.com
www.invitesink.com

Terri Trepeck

Learn Circus Arts - Unique Birthday Celebrations
Exciting Summer Camps - Bar & Bat Mitzvah Entertainment

for more info call 877-938-2324
www.cirqueamongus.com

1988740

1992490

At The Boardwalk  I  6917 Orchard Lake Rd  I  West Bloomfield

248-626-RUBY (7829)  I  www.shoprubysbalm.com

PREMIER 
BRIDAL 

MAKEUP 
SERVICES 

AVAILABLE

Have a special event coming up and want your makeup to look flawless?
Get camera ready with your very own Ruby’s Balm makeup artist. 

Your pictures may be worth a thousand words, but your makeup by 
a Ruby’s Balm makeup artist will leave everyone speechless!

To book your makeup appointment, call us at 248-626-RUBY(7829)

Feature your business with OyWhataDeal 
to acquire quality and eager new customers 
via risk-free and highly-targeted marketing.
By running an offer with OyWhataDeal, your promotion will be e-mailed to thousands 
of loyal subscribers who will read about your offer, visit your website, share your business 
with their friends and follow you on social networks like Twitter and Facebook.
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ABOVE LEFT: Tali Rubenstein’s birthday just happened to fall over the weekend 
of her brother’s May 3, 2014, bar mitzvah at Congregation Beth Ahm. So at Ari 
Rubenstein’s shabbat dinner, their parents, Robin and Rabbi Steven Rubenstein, pre-
sented Tali with a candy confection. “Tali doesn’t like cake, so this was the perfect 
solution to that,” says Robin Rubenstein, who pulled out her trusty hot-glue gun 
and got to work. Gluing together layers of Styrofoam circles from Michael’s to look 
like a tiered cake, she then trimmed the edges with a variety of colorful ribbons and 
cut striped paper straws into one-inch pieces, which she glued to two of the tiers. 
Rubenstein affixed packaged candy around the tiers with Velcro dots, so the candy 
could be detached to eat without ruining the cake. 

ABOVE RIGHT: For Ari’s Lego-themed event, Robin Rubenstein created a Lego design 
for a photo board. She contacted an artist on Etsy to craft his name in the Lego logo 
script then send the pieces to Rubenstein, who glued them all to the board. “It’s all 
relatively even,” she says. “Which is shocking, beacuse I didn’t use a ruler or any-
thing.”
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ABOVE LEFT: For Spencer Litvin’s Jan. 18, 2015, bar mitzvah party at Dave & Buster’s, 
mom Melissa Litvin gratefully accepted friend Jennifer Kroll’s glitter-orb centerpieces, 
and put a completely new spin on them by removing the pink Styrofoam balls and 
adding airbrushed basketballs.

ABOVE RIGHT: Litvin picked up mini basketball hoops at Five Below, printed graffiti 
online with Spencer’s logo then had a friend help take them apart, attach the graf-
fiti to both sides and put them back together. Each hoop was inserted into a (new) 
pair of basketball sneakers (many loaned by Spencer’s teammates) filled with cups of 
candy.

3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48201

MAX M. FISHER MUSIC CENTER

From the 
historic charm 
of Orchestra 
Hall to the 
contemporary 
sophistication 
of the Max M. 
Fisher Music 
Center, your 
event or wedding 
will be an 
unforgettable 
experience.

1986950

come as you are

248.438.6741    •   www.cayagrill.com
1403 S. Commerce Rd., Wolverine Lake

INTRODUCING OUR CATERING  
PACKAGES STARTING AT $10!

Let C.A.Y.A. Smokehouse Grill take care of all 
your catering needs for your next special event. 

We offer our entire menu to go and can help 
customize packages for any-sized event.

Graduations  • Communions
Baptisms  • Showers  • Birthdays

Brunches  • Group Lunches
Back Yard Barbeques  • Boat Parties

NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART  
PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM NOW OPEN!
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For her daughter Lacey Cohen’s Aug. 25, 2012, bat mitzvah party, held at 
the Orchard Mall in West Bloomfield, photographer mom Ally Levine Cohen 
(with a little help from dad, Doug), re-created album covers from some of 
Lacey’s favorite artists. Each guest received a mini album cover for their 
place card, and Cohen glued groups of three together into triangles for 
table centerpieces.
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Passion For Quilts
Local woman has gifted more than 
150 quilts to celebrate milestone events.
Susan Peck | Special to the Jewish News

Most of us wonder what 
kind of legacy we will 
leave for our family 

when we’re gone, but Shary Cohn of 
West Bloomfield has no doubt. The 
energetic 72-year-old says her license 
plate sign says it all: “Wild and Crazy 
Quilter Onboard.”

Cohn is crazy in a good way about 
sewing handmade keepsake quilts for 
the people she loves. To date, she’s 
made more than 150. 

“It warms my heart to know every-
one I love sleeps under one of my 
warm quilts every night,” Cohn said. 
“Some people do other things like 
cook for their family and friends to 
show their love, but I make my quilts 
from my heart.” 

This passion started 19 years ago 
when she learned to sew. As a full 
time manicurist at the Mop Shop, 
and then later at Style the Salon at 
Orchard Lake Mall, the mother of two 
grown children was looking for a way 
to pinch a few pennies. She showed 
real promise during the class, a talent 
handed down from her mother.

Her mother, Mary Meyers of West 
Bloomfield, and former member of 
Congregation Beth Aaron, was an 
avid seamstress who dazzled all with 
her embroidery until she died a year 
ago at age 96. 

Meyers made a pillow and quilt 
blanket from her granddaughter Carri 

Goldring ‘s wedding dress that Carri, 
49, cherishes.

 Goldring’s three children Jason,19, 
Jacob,16, and Carly, 15, all had their 
6-month baby picture taken with the 
treasured pieces.

“Because I have those things in 
my living room today I feel like a part 
of my grandmother is still with me,” 
Goldring said. 

For the last two decades, Cohn 
has been making her quilts for every 
special occasion in her family. For 
marriages, new babies, birthdays, 
graduations and more, she creates 
themes that are custom made for her 
loved ones. 

“When someone in the family gets 
married they pick a quilt,” Cohn said. 
“I usually have about 10 on hand 
ready to be given away.”

She also has a grown son, Loren 
Dickstein of West Bloomfield, and 
seven grandchildren ranging from 
ages 9 to 19, who each have a spe-
cial memento quilt.

“I have a sewing studio that I 
made out of a room in my house, 
and I’m obsessed with my passion,”  
Cohn said. “I go in my sewing room 
in the morning and only come out if I 
get so hungry that I have to eat.” 

Supportive husband Marvin, 85, 
has had to step up and take over all 
of the cooking. “I don’t see her all 
day unless she comes out for dinner,” 

Shary Cohn holds up the quilt her 
mother Mary Meyers made right after 
Shary’s daughter’s wedding.

A picture of Cohn’s daughter, Carri 
Goldring, on her wedding day rests 
on the quilt and pillow. She’s standing 
next to her brother Loren Dickstein in 
the photo.
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AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE
AT IT'S BEST...

©2014 Hilton Worldwide. ™indicates a trademark of Hilton Worldwide.

detroitsouthfi eld.embassysuites.com

From overnight guest
accommodations, wedding reception
location or a host for an upcoming
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we are here for you.
"Yeah it's Pretty Great"



 celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2015 C 6 1

said Marvin with a laugh. “She tells 
me she forgot how to cook and 
doesn’t want to re-learn it.” 

 Cohn said she has some favorite 
memories. She made a memo-
rable quilt to welcome her new 
stepdaughter into the family.  She 
recently finished an embroidered 
quilt of all dogs and one of all cats 
for a second cousin in New York 
who loves Hello Kitty. 

“The whole time I’m sewing I’m 
thinking that I can’t wait to see the 
person’s face when they get my 
quilt,” Cohn said. 

It’s also about bringing joy to 
those who need it in her commu-
nity.  As a member of two quilting 
guilds, Cohn gives back using her 
talents. 

The Ann Arbor Quilting Guild 
makes quilts for SafeHouse Center, 
an Ann Arbor shelter facility for 
domestic/sexual violence victims. 

“The women and children get 
to take our quilts with them when 
they go, that’s such a wonderful 
thing,” Cohn said. “Our guild makes 
about 60 or more quilts a month for 
the shelter.” 

As if she isn’t busy enough, Cohn 
is in the process of another huge 
charity project — creating the 12 
Tribes of Israel by needlepoint. “I’m 
going to donate it to a local syna-
gogue but haven’t decided which 
yet,” she said.

There’s no slowing down now, 
not even at her age. She has too 
many gifts to create. Cohn’s daugh-
ter knows her mother’s legacy will 
be all of the love she’s spread in the 
world with the work of her hands. 

 “I can’t sew a stitch myself so 
I don’t know who in the family 
will carry on my mom’s legacy — 
maybe my daughter because she is 
creative,” Goldring said. “I can be 
the one who preserves her legacy 
by taking care of all of the quilts 
she’s made us to make sure they’re 
around for a long time, for genera-
tions to come.“  ■■

Cohn works in her sewing room.

People who can dine anywhere 
in the world ... come here.
When it has to be absolutely perfect, right down to 

the view, this is where you go. With fresh, artfully 

prepared seafood, premium aged meats, impeccable 

service and an exceptional atmosphere, welcome to 

Detroit’s absolute best in dining.

“2012 RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR” 

— HOUR DETROIT MAGAZINE

400 Renaissance Center Detroit 48243 · 313 567-6837 · joemuer.com
1987960
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I f you’re hosting a special 
celebration — from a 
baby-naming or Mother’s 

Day to a bar mitzvah Shabbat 
— consider a do-it-yourself 
brunch. Most people love the 
combination of breakfast and 
lunch and, because there’s 
seldom an open bar and many 
courses, brunch can be quite 
economical.
    Many of us love to welcome 
guests into our homes and offer 
the special ambiance and fare 
that reflects our personalities, 
sense of style and talents in 
the kitchen. Back in the day, I 
hosted small dinner parties all 
the time. I was young, with a 
limited income — but I loved 
to cook. 
    Through the years, my small 
parties morphed into great 
gatherings of friends and giant buffets. 
My theory was that cooking for 10 
was the same work as cooking for 20, 
or 30, or 50. While that’s almost true, 
I didn’t factor in the serving, cleaning 
and seating of all these people. That’s 
where the entertaining costs began to 
escalate.

Preparing events yourself and 

entertaining on a grand scale may be 
something you wish to pass off to a 
professional. But for the more intimate 
gatherings, it’s infinitely more manage-
able to do it yourself.  

Small gatherings are typically staged 
around a dining table. To get the most 
bang for your buck, try hosting brunch. 
Plus, it’s a great opportunity to dust 
off the good china. 

Brunch At Home
Celebrate a simchah at home with 
these easy-to-do menu ideas.
Annabel Cohen | Food Columnist

Set a series of intimate tables in corners if you 
don’t have room for a single dining table.

BAKED STUFFED BRIE
This creamy, fruity combination is 
equally apropos as an appetizer or 
dessert. Dried fruits and nuts are 
piled onto a brie, wrapped in filo 
and baked. What could be bad?

1 2-pound brie
½ cup Dijon mustard
1 cup apricot preserves (or 

any other flavor you like)
¼ cup melted butter or 

   vegetable oil
6-8 large sheets filo (phyllo) 

dough 
1-2 cups chopped walnuts, 

pecans or sliced almonds
1-2 cups dried fruit, such as 

raisins, cranberries, cherries or 
chopped apricots 

Preheat oven to 325ºF. Lay the brie on 
a flat surface. Scratch the top of one 
side of the brie with a fork (this helps 
to keep the preserves and mustard in 
place). Spread the mustard over the 
top of the brie. Spread the preserves 
over the mustard. Set aside.

Lay one sheet of filo dough on a 
flat surface. Brush lightly with melted 
butter; repeat with six sheets. In the 
center of the filo, arrange nuts and 
dried fruit in a circle approximately 
the size of the brie. Place the brie, 
mustard/apricot-side down over the 
fruit and nuts. Fold the sides of the 
filo over the brie, brushing more but-
ter on the filo to keep it in place. If 
the filo is too small to close around 
the cheese, use the last sheet as a 
patch.  

continued on page C64

Our beautiful social hall can
seat up to 350 comfortably.

Adjacent patio suitable
for chuppah or cocktail hour

Reasonable rental fees

All kosher caterers welcome

Friendly, flexible staff

Call (248) 547-7970 to arrange a visit!

14601 Lincoln Road • Oak Park, Michigan 48237

Elegant Fun

Beth Shalom
is the One!

Hold your next simcha at Beth Shalom!

1979910

6698 Orchard Lake Rd 
W Bloomfield, MI 48322

248-851-4450
AMERICAN 
BULK FOOD

& see examples of candy buffet specials at 
www.facebook.com/

americanbulkfood

Like us on Facebook

CANDY BUFFET

M & M's style Chocolate Colordots 
$499 lb.

$499 lb.
$399 lb.

$499 lb.

Hershey Kisses
*All Prices shown are for Party Quantity purchases of between 2 & 5 lbs.

*Prices shown are available as of the present date but 
are subject to change in the future.*All Prices shown are 

for Party Quantity purchases of between 2 & 5 lbs.

SOLID COLOR SELECTIONS

SOLID COLOR 
SELECTIONS

DESIGN YOUR 
OWN CANDY 

BUFFET!
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www.edgewoodcountryclub.org

248.363.7112

Every Bride Should Experience 
an Edgewood Wedding!

1975740
Let us cater to your every need... We will make your special day the one you have always dreamed about.

Family Restaurant

www.littledaddys.com

LITTLE DADDY’S CATERING!
From Gyros and Tommy Salads to Lobster, Lamb Chops, Tenderloin and 
choice of 20 Salads, LITTLE DADDY’S does it all!  Using the freshest 
ingredients from the highest quality sources Chef Keith will make sure 
that the food at your event is the BEST! 

OVER 200 ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM!
Dinner Parties…Business Events…Bar/Bat Mitzvahs…Graduation Parties

Healthy Alternatives and Gluten-Free 
Options, We Do It All!

248-943-6369
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Place the brie fruit-side up on 
a cookie sheet. Bake for 40 or so 
minutes until the filo is golden 
and the cheese is melted. Serve 
with crackers or French bread 
rounds. 

Cook’s note: The brie can be 
made ahead of time and frozen, 
wrapped well in plastic wrap for 
up to two months. You can also 
make mini bries if serving fewer 
people. Try experimenting with 
different ingredients — stuff 
the brie with different mustards, 
smoked meats or vegetables (for 

example: goat cheese, sundried 
tomatoes, almonds and pine nuts; 
pesto, caramelized onions, walnuts 
and blue cheese; roasted garlic, 
tomato sauce, grilled vegetables 
and onions; cinnamon, dried 
apples or fresh apple chunks, 
toasted pecans and brown sugar; 
or frozen chopped spinach, water 
chestnuts, scallions and pine nuts). 
It’s very versatile.

Serves 15-25 as an appetizer.

continued from page C62

FRESH SALMON CAKES 
WITH GINGER-CORN RELISH

Relish:
2 cups fresh or frozen corn
1 cup chopped red bell

pepper
½ cup finely chopped onion
½ cup chopped scallions, 

white and green parts
¼ cup shredded fresh 

basil leaves
3 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1 Tbsp. sugar
1 Tbsp. peeled, minced 

fresh ginger
1 tsp. minced garlic
Salt and pepper to taste

Salmon Cakes:
2 pounds fresh boneless and 

skinless salmon, chopped
½ cup fresh breadcrumbs
½ cup mayonnaise
1 cup minced red or 

Bermuda onion
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh dill
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard
1 tsp. red pepper sauce, such 

as Tabasco
1 tsp. salt
½ tsp. fresh ground pepper
½ cup olive oil

To cook: 
1 cup bread crumbs
Vegetable oil 

Prepare relish: Combine all relish 
ingredients in a large bowl and 
toss well. Set aside (can be made 
a day ahead). 

Prepare salmon cakes: Combine 
all salmon-cake ingredients in a 
large bowl and toss well using 
your hands until uniform. Form 
the mixture into 12 3-inch cakes 
about 1-inch thick. 

Place breadcrumbs in a bowl 
and gently dredge the salmon 
cakes in the crumbs. Set aside.

Line a baking sheet with several 
sheets of paper towel and set 
aside. 

Heat about 1/8 inch of oil in a 
large nonstick skillet over medi-
um-high heat. Place 4-6 salmon 
cakes into skillet and cook, 3 min-
utes per side, turning only once. 
Salmon cakes should be golden 
brown. Transfer to the prepared 
baking dish. Serve immediately, 
hot, or at room temperature with 
the relish.

continued on page C66
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Merge to form magical memories at
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Southfield 248.352.5695
Birmingham 248.433.1133

FOR RENT: Only For The
Coolest Parties. Eskimo Jacks 
Ice Cream Sandwich Party 
Cart Or Ice Cream Truck.

Weddings  |  Birthdays  |  Corporate Events  |  Mitzvahs  |  Graduations & More

Call 248.203.6600 or email events@thebirdandthebread.com for bookings and promotions. 
Take a complimentary tour at 210 S. Old Woodward Birmingham | theelmroom.com

1992090
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GRANOLA WITH 
GREEK YOGURT

¼ cup brown sugar
½ cup maple syrup or honey
1/3 cup canola oil
2 Tbsp. water
3 cups old-fashioned oats
½ cup wheat germ or oat or 

wheat bran
½ cup sesame seeds
1 cup sliced almonds, 

toasted
2 tsp. ground cinnamon

For garnish:
½ cup pepitas (or sunflower 

seeds)
½ cup dried cranberries or 

other dried fruits
½ cup golden raisins

Preheat oven to 275°F. Spray 1-2 
rimmed baking sheets with non-
stick cooking spray. Set aside. 

Bring sugar, honey or syrup, 
oil, water and any flavorings to 
a simmer in a saucepan over low 
heat. Drizzle over oat mixture and 
stir to combine. Meanwhile, com-
bine oats, germ, seeds, almonds 
and cinnamon in a large bowl. 

Pour the liquid mixture over the 
oat mixture and toss well. Transfer 
the mixture to the prepared bak-
ing sheet. Bake for 30-minutes. 
Stir in remaining ingredients and 
let cool. 

Makes about 8 cups of granola 
(can be stored in an airtight tin 
for up to two months). Serve with 
store-bought Greek yogurt.

continued from page C64

continued on page C68

RABANADA (BRAZILIAN 
FRENCH TOAST)
In Brazil, where my family is 
from, this dish is called rabanada. 
Although the recipe doesn’t look 
that much different than the “reg-
ular” French toast we often make, 
this recipe is prepared with French 
bread (baguettes) and served at 
room temperature, sprinkled with 
cinnamon and sugar.

Dipping custard: 
4 large eggs
3 cups milk
1 tsp. vanilla
1 large baguette, cut into 

   ½-inch slightly diagonal 
slices 

Vegetable oil for frying
(any kind: corn, canola, etc.)

½ cup sugar
1 Tbsp. ground cinnamon

Make the dipping custard: 
Combine all custard ingredients in 
a large bowl and whisk well.

Coat a skillet lightly with veg-
etable oil and heat over medium-
high heat. When the oil is hot, dip 
the bread slices in the dipping 
custard and let it soak up some of 
it (do not allow the bread to sit in 
the custard too long or it will be 
too mushy). Place the bread in the 
hot skillet and repeat to fill up the 
skillet. 

Cook the French toast until it 
is browned on the bottom. Turn 
the bread over and cook on the 
other side. As the French toast is 
cooked, transfer it to a serving 
platter, arranging the pieces by 
overlapping them slightly. Repeat 
with remaining bread and custard, 
adding more oil as needed.

Combine the sugar and cin-
namon in small bowl and sprinkle 
it over the French toast (you may 
not use it all). Serve as is or with 
fresh berries on the side. 

Makes about 10 servings.

1908780

6405 Tamerlane Drive

West Bloomfield, Michigan 48322

Office: 248.626.3421    Cell: 248.535.0402

andrea@andreasolomon.com    andreasolomon.com

1976060

6600 W. Maple Rd.
West Bloomfi eld 

248.661.6800
www.cobysjudaica.com

Coby carries the largest selection of 
ISRAELI-made TALITS & MEZUZAH cases 
in Michigan & a magnifi cent selection 
of JUDAICA for every Jewish occasion!

1990730

Shawna Eaton-Peplinski
President of Sales & Creative Development

www. Roostertail.com

100 Marquette Drive
Detroit, MI, 48214

(313) 822-1234 ext.149 

Fax (313) 822-7988

Cell (313) 574-8245

shawna@roostertail.com
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The full service salon on Walnut Lake 
Rd. is perfectly located between Inkster 
and Middlebelt Rd. and is an easy drive 
from downtown Bham, Franklin and the 
Wabeek Communities

248.851.7464

SHAMPOO,
BLOW DRY 
& STYLE

$2000
(Reg. $30-$40)

Expires 5-31-15

New Clients

New Clients

50% Off
ANY ONE SERVICE

Expires 5-31-15

1978390

248.626.9110
On the Boardwalk
6879 Orchard Lake Rd., 
W. Bloomfield, MI
For special order, 
please give 24 hours notice.

 We create
Treat Baskets

for out of 
town guests!!

                       Challah

                       Sweet Trays  

                       Cake Pops & 

                  Gourmet Cupakes

For your every Celebration!!!

1990530

OUTDOOR FUN 
EVENT PACKAGE!!

Family owned and operated, affordable, CLEAN, satisfaction guaranteed.

www.bounceawaymoonwalk.com

Includes: 

$475

$25 OFF 
Photo Booth 

Rental



C 6 8    celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2015

continued from page C66

continued on page C70

SPINACH-ROASTED 
RED PEPPER AND 
RICOTTA FRITTATA

3 Tbsp. olive oil
   1 cup chopped onions
   1 tsp. fresh minced garlic
   1 roasted red bell pepper
   4 cups fresh baby spinach 
(if frozen, 10-oz., thawed/
drained) 
   3 slices of white or whole-
wheat bread
   8 large eggs
   1 cup ricotta cheese
   ½ cup fresh grated 
   Parmesan or Mozzarella 
cheese
   1 tsp. kosher salt 
   ½ tsp. freshly ground black 
pepper 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Heat oil 
in large, nonstick ovenproof skil-
let (it’s very important the skillet 
be nonstick), over medium-high 
heat. 

Add onions and garlic; saute 
until tender. Set pan aside for the 
vegetables to cool. 

Wet the bread slices and 
squeeze to drain. Place in a large 
bowl. Place eggs and cooked 
vegetables and any remaining 
ingredients in a large bowl and 
whisk until well combined. 

Spray the same skillet well (do 
not clean the skillet beforehand) 
with nonstick cooking spray. Pour 
the egg mixture into the skillet 
and cook on the stove at medium 
heat for 5 minutes (the eggs will 
not be cooked through). 

Place the skillet in the oven 
and bake until the eggs are set 
(15-20 minutes). Remove from 
oven and cool for about 15 min-
utes. To serve, tip the frittata out 
of the pan onto a serving plate 
(do not serve the frittata upside 
down). Cut into wedges and 
serve warm or at room tempera-
ture. 

Makes 8 servings. 

T H I S PA S S OV E R

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR PASSOVER ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.QUALITYKOSHER.COM
OR CALL US AT 248.352.7758

 
N E E D H E L P P LA N N I N G YO U R S E D E R?
Whether you are having a Seder for 2 or 100 of your friends 

and family, it would be our pleasure to help you plan 
the perfect meal, in both quantity and “quality”.
Call us and speak to one of our knowledgeable 

and friendly team members today!

All Passover orders must be placed by 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH

Pick up your order on 
FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD from 10 AM - 2 PM 

at Congregation Shaarey Zedek (main entrance)

Place your Passover order by Friday March 20th 

and a portion of the value of your order 
will be donated to Yad Ezra.

1975070
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Kids - Teens - Adults - Families - Groups
Zip Line & Climbing Fun

Celebrate at 
The Adventure Park!

- TWO LOCATIONS -
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continued from page C68

Fill a galvanized bucket with ice, 
and wedge in miniature bottles of 
wine for a do-it-yourself bar.

MINTED ROAST POTATOES
This recipe can be prepared in 45 
minutes or less.

3 pounds small new 
potatoes, sliced into thin 
rounds (about 4 rounds per 
potato)

½ cup (1 stick) unsalted 
butter, melted

½ cup finely shredded fresh 
mint leaves (plus additional 
whole mint leaves, garnish)

1 cup minced shallots
1 Tbsp. grated lemon zest
1 Tbsp. kosher salt
1 tsp. fresh ground pepper

Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line 
a large rimmed baking sheet 
with parchment. Set aside. 

In a large bowl combine all 
ingredients and toss well with 
your hands to coat the potatoes. 

Spread potato mixture evenly 
on the prepared baking sheet. 
Bake potatoes, uncovered, until 
tender, 30-40 minutes minutes. 
Transfer potatoes to platter and 
serve. 

Makes 8 servings.  ■■

Fresh, raw veggies with assorted 
store-bought dips create a colorful, 
rustic display on a buffet.

Avy 
schreiber
avy@avyschreiber.com

Avy 
Internationally Renowned

Pianist/Singer

Full Band

One-Man Band

Jewish A Cappella

I’ll Help You Set The Tone 
For Your Next Party

TRANSFORM ANY LOCAL BAND INTO AN AUTHENTIC “SIMCHA”BAND

(248) 376-0407

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays ~ and More!

Airbrushedstuff.com
         Airbrushed clothing and Tattoos

d d ’
Hats, Hoodies, Tees…You name it and I’m sure we can paint it!

Email airbrushedstuff@yahoo.com 

                 or call 

               734-664-0958

We can Airbrush on location 
at your event!
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VICARIRESTAURANTS.COM

MAKE YOUR EVENT UNFORGETTABLE  
AT TWO OF METRO DETROIT’S  

MOST LAVISH VENUES.

248-865-9300  |  andiamoitalia.com 313-567-6837  |  joemuer.com

Andiamo Bloomfield Ristorante 
Centrally Located for  

Parties up to 150. Delicious  
Handmade Italian Cuisine.

Joe Muer Seafood  
World Class Views of the  

Detroit River. Finest Fresh Seafood. 
Premium Aged Meats.

private events 11 125x14 muer bloomfield indd 1 3/4/15 8:33 PM
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