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Right: A Faygo l’chaim to Ari 
Feldberg, who celebrated his 
bar mitzvah with a Michigan-

themed party at the Townsend 
Hotel. Photo by Jay Dreifus 

Photography.
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No matter the number 
of attendees at a wed-
ding, the most power-

ful moment of a Jewish nuptial 
ceremony is one only seen by 
the bride, bridegroom and the 
most intimate circle of family 
and witnesses — from under-
neath the spread of the chup-
pah. 

Contemporary Jewish brides 
and grooms are designing their 
own chuppot to match the inti-
macy of that moment. As they 

exchange their vows and listen 
to the reading of a ketubah, 
sheltering them above their 
heads are customized canopies 
woven together from heirloom 
wedding gowns, a great-
grandfather’s tallit or even the 
cloth napkin from the restaurant 
where the proposal took place.  

Understanding the sig-
nificance and holiness of this 
moment as the beginning of 
a new marriage and family, 
today’s couples seek to bring 

more personalization into the 
design of their one-of-a-kind 
chuppot. 

New York fashion designer 
and Detroit native Traci Kaye, 
owner of Four Branches 
Canopies and Chuppahs in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., created her first 
chuppah for her own wedding 
in 2006. She and her husband 
knew just what materials and 
items should be included to 
reflect the intimacy and symbol-
ic significance of the chuppah 

ceremony. “In my own chup-
pah,” Kaye says, “I used parts 
of a Shabbat tablecloth that my 
husband’s mother and grand-
mother created.”  

Some meaningful materials 
that she has pieced into the 
chuppot she designs for others 
include the silky fabric that once 
adorned the cover of a great-
grandfather’s baby carriage, 
satin from a grandmother’s 
wedding gown or antique lace 
handkerchiefs that belonged to 

Under Cover
Brides and grooms are getting personal with their chuppot. 

Stacy Gittleman | Contributing Writer

Anna Daniels’ parents, Rita and Alex Yevzelman of West Bloomfield, crafted the chuppah — poles and all — for their daughter’s wedding to Noah Daniels.

continued on page C8
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continued from page C

a cherished relative. 
“These objects tell stories of their own, 

and it makes my work very gratifying that I 
can create an object that is so personal for a 
couple’s wedding,” Kaye says.

When Detroit native Leah Fink wed 
Coloradoan John Kutinsky in 2010, Kutinsky 
wanted the chuppah’s design to include 
belongings of his father, who passed away 
before the wedding. He held onto some of 
his father’s cotton bandanas and T-shirts 
and wanted them to adorn the chuppah. The 
couple worked with Kaye to incorporate them 
into the chuppah by slipping them into sheer 
organza pockets to mute the colors for a softer 
feel. 

In another chuppah, for the 2014 wed-
ding of Lauren Elkus and Sam Surnow of 
Birmingham, Kaye cut pieces from handker-
chiefs and clothing from the bride’s grand-
mother into shapes of leaves and then scat-
tered them throughout the sheer spread of a 
silk organza chuppah. 

A “highly textile-driven” designer, Kaye 
says that creating an heirloom chuppah is a 
great way to bring many family members into 
the wedding planning. She says many of her 
clients’ family members were happy to go on 
a sort of antique textile “scavenger hunt” to 
find items that best represent the previous 
generations. 

“I love the sentimental attachment and 
association that people have with the heir-
loom clothing or Jewish ritual objects of their 
loved ones,” says Kaye, who is working on 
designing the chuppah for famed architect 
Daniel Libeskind’s daughter’s wedding. 

What can be more personal than parents 
together creating both the chuppah supports 
and canopy for their daughter’s wedding? 
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TOP AND CENTER: For Valerie Efros’ wedding to 
Adam Milgrom, the bride’s aunt Adrienne Sweet of 
West Bloomfield personalized a plain white cloth 
by adding the names of the bride and groom with 
fabric marker. Their names joined those of Sweet’s 
daughters and their husbands, who were also wed 
beneath the same chuppah. Every time the chuppah 
is used, the couple’s names are added with fabric 
marker. She added crocheted sides, stenciled flow-
ers on with paint and sewed a star onto the fabric. 

LEFT: When John Kutinsky of Colorado wed native 
Detroiter Leah Fink, the groom wanted the chup-
pah to incorporate memories of his late father. The 
couple worked with chuppah designer Traci Kaye to 
adorn the canopy with Kutinsky’s father’s bandanas 
and T-shirts, slipping them into sheer organza to 
soften the colors.

continued from page C6

continued on page C10
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Rita and Alex Yevzelman of West 
Bloomfield did that when they 
designed the chuppah for daugh-
ter Anna’s 2014 wedding to Noah 
Daniels, 34, of Holmdel, N.J. 

Growing up, Anna remembers 
her father’s handiwork designing 
kitchen cabinets and resurfacing 
hardwood floors in their home. 

“When it came time for my 
wedding, it only seemed natural 
that he would make something 
that was so central to our cer-
emony,” says Anna, 31. 

For the poles, the Yevzelmans 
chose the symbolic white of 
birch wood ordered special from 
Wisconsin. Alex left the branches 
unhewn and mounted them on 
short, flat birch stumps. 

Anna’s mother, Rita, also con-
tributed, creating a handmade 
tallit complete with tzitzit that 
she learned how to wind and 
knot especially for the occasion.  
After the wedding, the structure 
was donated to The Shul in West 
Bloomfield for use by other cou-
ples for their wedding. 

“My parents have such a won-
derful loving relationship that 
I value very much,” says Anna, 
who now lives with her husband 

in Brooklyn. “Standing under the 
chuppah which they built for our 
wedding made us feel very shel-
tered and loved by them.” 

Valerie Efros and Adam 
Milgrom of Traverse City always 
imagined a warm-weather wed-
ding surrounded by greenery and 
flowers, but that was not the 
reality when the couple decided 
on a March date. So, Efros 
brought the outside in and incor-
porated greenery and flowers 
into the design of her chuppah. 

“We worked with the couple 
to include the most natural ele-
ments possible in their wedding 
canopy,” says Liz Andre-Stotz of 
Parsonage Events in Clarkston. 

Efros chose poles made from 
birch branches. The bride’s aunt 
Adrienne Sweet of West Bloomfield 
personalized a plain white cloth for 
the chuppah by embroidering the 
names of the bride and groom into 
the fabric. Their names joined those 
of Sweet’s daughters and their hus-
bands, who were also wed beneath 
the same chuppah. The best part, 
says Efros: There is still plenty of 
room for more names of future 
brides and grooms for generations 
to come. *

Lauren Elkus and Sam Surnow of Birmingham also worked with Kaye, who cut 
pieces from handkerchiefs and clothing from the bride’s grandmother into shapes 
of leaves and scattered them throughout the silk organza chuppah. 
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continued from page C8

Memorable Wedding 
at the Historic Detroit Opera House 

For info and a personal tour, please call  Jason Warzecha at 313.965.4314  
or e-mail jwarzecha@motopera.org

Detroit Opera House  I  1526 Broadway – Detroit, Michigan 48226

complete
atmosphere, delightful architectural 
details and majestic settings… all at 
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A family tradition since 1964

2220 N. Canton Center Rd
Canton

734-981-9800

ANTONIO’S CUCINA ITALIANA

www.antoniosrestaurants.com

ROMAN VILLAGE CUCINA ITALIANA
9924 Dix Ave., Dearborn

313-842-2100

26356 Ford Rd
Dearborn Heights
313-278-6000

37646 W. 12 Mile
Farmington Hills
248-994-4000

We've been hosting parties for over 52 years, 
including our own! Let the staff at Antonio's 

make your special event one to remember.

1965 - Mama Rita and Antonio celebrate their wedding at Roman Village



MGM Grand Detroit| Advertisement

F
or a Las Vegas feel in the heart of the downtown cul-
tural and entertainment district, MGM Grand Detroit is 
the ideal spot for out-of-town guests, business groups 

and Detroiters who want to have a memorable time enjoying 
the luxuries of this full-service urban resort. 

Developed by MGM Resorts International, one of the 
world’s leading global hospitality companies, MGM Grand 
Detroit offers a multisensory environment with a luxurious 
four-star hotel and spa, a casino featuring the latest machines 
and table games, and a variety of restaurants to suit every 
taste. With more than 30,000 square feet of event space, the 
resort provides the perfect venue for corporate events, gala 
fundraisers, weddings, and bar and bat mitzvahs.

In addition to the four-star rating received from Forbes 
Travel Guide for the hotel and IMMERSE spa facilities, 
MGM Grand Detroit received the Platinum Choice Award 
from Smart Meetings magazine as well as a four-diamond 
rating from AAA.

From elaborate corporate events to a fun night of gaming 
and dinner, service is the No. 1 priority. Every member of the 
large and carefully trained staff is dedicated to meeting the 
needs of customers throughout the resort, and that service 
is held to the highest standards. Building relationships with 
guests is the cornerstone of the organization. 

“MGM Grand Detroit takes pride in delivering the best 
guest service experience in the industry. We hire the best 
team members and provide ongoing service training to 
ensure we meet the needs and exceed the expectations 
of our guests,” said Steve Zanella, President and Chief 
Operating Officer, MGM Grand Detroit.

Here is a sampling of the many amenities available at 
MGM Grand Detroit:

Luxury Hotel Accommodations
For a business trip, a romantic weekend or just a night on 
the town, an elegant room in its award-winning hotel is the 
perfect place to unwind. Guests can enjoy the restaurants, 
casino and entertainment venues within the resort, or take 
advantage of the nightlife and sporting events in nearby 
downtown Detroit. A state-of-the-art fitness center includes 
the latest machines and weights, Jacuzzis and a steam room 
and an indoor saltwater pool. Spa treatments, manicures 
and pedicures are also available, and a full-service concierge 
staff is ready to assist with reservations, transportation or 
other special arrangements.

Gaming
A luxurious yet comfortable casino offers more than 
3,500 slots and video poker machines, more than 100 
table games and Detroit’s premier non-smoking poker 
room. A team of Casino Hosts is on hand to enhance 
your experience, answer questions or arrange off-site 
excursions. A variety of exclusive promotions, giveaways, 
tournaments, comps and perks add to the fun for gamers 
at all levels. Don’t forget to sign up for M life, the rewards 
program that gives you the power to earn benefits for 
virtually every dollar you spend. 

Dining
From a gourmet dinner at Wolfgang Puck Steak, to a casual 
burger-and-beer at TAP sports pub, to a quick 2 a.m. snack at 
Breeze Dining Court, MGM Grand Detroit has a dining venue for 
every taste and budget.

Entertainment
Enjoy Vegas-style entertainment at V Nightclub or sip a cocktail 
amid the sounds of live Detroit music at AXIS Lounge.

Pampering at the Spa
Escape amid the tranquil waters and soothing decor at the 
award-winning IMMERSE spa located on the second level 
of MGM Grand Detroit. Designed to provide the ultimate in 
personal rejuvenation, there are packages and treatments for 
face, body and nails, including restorative baths and massages 
designed to transform, refresh, tone and detox. Services are 
available for women, men and couples.

Business Meetings and Special Events
MGM Grand Detroit is a superlative venue for corporate 
meetings and seminars as well as weddings and other special 
events. In addition to a lavish Grand Ballroom, there are 
meeting rooms and well-appointed boardrooms equipped with 
the latest technology. Professionally trained technicians and a 
complete line of basic audio, video and lighting equipment are 
available on-site to accommodate events of any size or technical 
complexity. You can also reserve the lounges and restaurants for 
your special event or function. 
     For hotel or spa reservations, event planning or information 
on MGM Grand Detroit, visit www.mgmgranddetroit.com or 
call toll free at (888) 646-3387. ■

MGM Grand Detroit
1777 Third St.
Detroit, MI 48226
(877) 888-2121
www.mgmgranddetroit.com

Detroit’s Luxury 
Destination

MGM Grand Detroit is a great place to plan your special event, wedding or bar mitzvah.
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Zohar Friedman, left, watched Danielle and Bradlee Gordon’s wedding via Skype.

Skype Simchahs

Danielle Gordon of 
Birmingham met her 
best friend Zohar 

Friedman on a Masa Israel 
Journey program. The two 
young women became close 
friends while living 
together in Israel for 
a couple of years, so 
when Zohar received 
an invitation to 
Danielle’s wedding she 
desperately wanted to 
travel to Michigan to 
attend. However, the 
cost of a flight was 
extremely expensive, 
and Zohar was in 
school and had to work. 
   Rather than travel to 
the United States to watch 
Danielle marry Bradlee Gordon 
at the The Henry Hotel this 
past Labor Day weekend, she 
did the next best thing: She 
logged into her Skype account 
and virtually celebrated her 
best friend’s wedding.

In the Digital Age, more 
people are turning to video 
technology like Skype or 

FaceTime so they can “attend” 
the simchahs of their rela-
tives and friends. Snowstorms, 
expensive travel costs, sick chil-
dren and scheduling conflicts 
are no longer barriers to being 

part of these lifecycle 
events. From baby nam-
ings and bar mitzvahs 
to engagement par-
ties and weddings, 
“mazel tovs” are being 
offered in real time 
from friends and family 
through phones, tablets 
and computers. 

It’s even become 
commonplace to see 

attendees at funerals live 
streaming the service for out-
of-town relatives on an iPad.

Cantor Howard Glantz, a 
mohel who served as the can-
tor at Adat Shalom Synagogue 
in Farmington Hills and now 
serves a congregation in 
Philadelphia, explains that 
“increasingly, the bris ceremo-
nies I officiate are attended 
by people all over the world 
through Skype and other forms 

like it. Sometimes the time of a 
bris is determined by what time 
it would be in Australia, Israel 
or California.”

On Facebook recently, when 
I asked who had ever been 
involved in a simchah via 
streaming video, I was quickly 
inundated with dozens of 
stories in which technology 
seemed to be the best gift for 
the occasion. Missed flights, 
broken legs and pregnant 
women kept relatives from 
attending “in real life,” but they 
felt grateful to the video and 
audio innovations of our times 
because they could watch the 
ceremony as it happened.

Such was the case for Michal 
Terebelo’s grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and cousins in Israel, 
who all gathered together 
to watch Michal marry her 
husband, Josh, in May 2010. 
Michal’s relatives watched and 
listened to the live broadcast 
on UStream.tv. Even though it 
was the middle of the night, 
the Israeli relatives celebrated 
together from thousands of 

miles away, dancing to the 
music and toasting “l’chayim” 
to the large video monitors.  

Matthew Chayet, a 15-year-
old West Bloomfield teen, was 
disappointed a couple years 
ago when he was too sick to 
attend his friend Aviv Wolf’s 
bar mitzvah. His father, Adam, 
attended the bar mitzvah in 
person with Matthew’s sister, 
but Matthew and his mother 
sat in front of his computer 
monitor and tuned in through 
Temple Israel’s live streaming 
website. It was the next best 
thing to actually being there, 
and they were grateful for the 
live streaming.

In 2014, Southfield native 
Marci Stern Cohen learned the 
meaning behind the Yiddish 
phrase, “You can’t dance 
at two weddings with one 
tuchas.” 

Cohen and her husband, 
Josh, were planning to be in 
Baltimore for their nephew 
Jeremy’s bar mitzvah, but then 
learned that her sister-in-law, 
Debbie, would be expecting 

her second son around the 
same time. It turned out that 
Jeremy’s bar mitzvah party and 
Michael’s bris were held on the 
same day, and all of their family 
who had gathered in Baltimore 
for the bar mitzvah “attended” 
the bris in San Francisco via 
Skype after the bar mitzvah 
celebration. With Skype, maybe 
you can dance at two weddings 
at the same time!

Virtual tools like Skype, 
Periscope and live Web stream-
ing are making the Jewish 
community feel smaller and 
allowing people to attend life-
cycle events that they other-
wise wouldn’t have been able 
to attend in earlier eras. Before 
you know it, we’ll be donning 
a pair of Oculus Rift or Gear 
VR goggles and really feeling 
like we’re dancing the hora at 
a wedding a thousand miles 
away. ❉

Rabbi Jason Miller is an educator, blog-

ger and technology entrepreneur. He is the 

president of Access Computer Technology 

in West Bloomfield. Follow him on Twitter 

at @RabbiJason.

» jews in  the digita l  age

Matthew Chayet watched a live stream of his friend’s bar mitzvah.

Rabbi 

Jason Miller
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affairstorememberonline.com

Commerce Showroom

Chiavari Chairs, Chair Covers, Linens & More!

2070540

The Original Company 
with FREE Linens with chair rental! 

Visit and “like” us 
on Facebook.
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H old on tight and lean back. 
That was the advice 

Alisa Pollak Golan gave her 
daughter Madison on the eve of her 
bat mitzvah. Golan was hoping that 
Madison wouldn’t have the same mis-
fortune of falling out of the hora chair 
as she did during her 1997 wedding.

Fortunately, Golan, a Michigan native 
who now calls Florida home, wasn’t 
injured at her wedding.  

“My dress was slippery and the chair 
I was sitting on didn’t have arms,” she 
says. “As they were bouncing the chair 
up and down, I didn’t have anything to 
hold on to. Luckily my husband’s uncle 
was there to catch me.” 

Hora-related injuries are not uncom-
mon at simchahs. Event planners, 
entertainers and others in the industry 
have seen injuries ranging from bro-
ken bones to cuts and concussions. 
Fortunately, most of those who have 
fallen from the throne at worst escaped 
with a bruised ego and, at best, a good 
story to tell.

Former Detroiter Jon Layne, 40, 
bruised some ribs when he slid off 
his hora chair and landed on cement 
during his 2013 outdoor wedding in 
Los Olivos, Calif. Stephanie Stone of 
Huntington Woods remembers the 
chair going up and she, the bride, fall-
ing down. That was 24 years ago when 
Stone and her husband, Jeffrey, were 
married at Temple Israel. 

Both Layne and Stone were fine. 
Stone iced her knee for a few minutes 
and Layne jumped right back in the 
chair and continued to allow his guests 
to hoist him and his bride, Marni, 
above the dance floor.  

Coincidentally, Layne had invented 
an acrylic hora chair with a seatbelt 
to prevent such a mishap — his bride 
had one but he didn’t. Perhaps even 

more ironic is the fact that as an event 
designer and producer, Layne has been 
working weddings, bar mitzvahs and 
other special events for more than 25 
years. During his time in the business, 
he has seen his share of hora-related 
mishaps. He even wrote a blog about 
the proper way to hold a hora chair 
after “years of mastering the art of 
hora,” he says. The blog was written 
before his wedding. 

“It’s just so funny, given my back-
ground and experiences that this hap-
pened. The funniest part is watching 
the video and seeing the facial expres-
sions of our guests. It’s priceless,” says 
Layne, who posted the video of himself 
falling on Facebook. 

Even actor Michael Douglas report-
edly suffered a hora-related injury in 
2014. He was quoted in the New York 

Post as saying: “I got carried away at 
my son’s bar mitzvah this weekend. 
You know they put you up in the chairs 
over the top — I think something hap-
pened there.”

Dennis Devaney grew up Catholic 
but had been to enough Jewish wed-
dings to know what to expect during 
the hora at his wedding. He knew that 
at some point the band would play 
“Hava Nagila” and some guys would 
grab a few chairs and that he and his 
bride, Caryn, would be tossed up and 
down as their guests danced circles 
around them. 

Following their 2002 ceremony 
at Temple Emanu-El, the Commerce 
Township couple celebrated with a 
reception at the Detroit Golf Club. 
And, sure enough, Dennis and Caryn 
were in the hora chairs. She made it 

up without incident, but apparently 
there were not enough strong men to 
get his 5’9, 180-pound frame off the 
ground. 

Devaney estimated being three feet 
off the ground when his chair tilted 
sideways and he ended up landing — 
feet first — on the dance floor. That 
was the end of the hora.

So what’s the best way to avoid a 
horrible hora story? Aside from skip-
ping the chair all together — the 
answer’s in the arms. Make sure that 
there are chairs with arms near the 
dance floor, says party planner Dee 
Dee Hoffman of Dee Dee Hoffman 
Party Design in West Bloomfield. 
Because, in the frenzy and excitement 
of the ritual dance, eager party goers 
will grab the closest chairs. Folding 
chairs are notorious for causing inju-
ries and should absolutely be avoided, 
according to Hoffman.

Four strong guests should lift each 
chair and there should always be a 
spotter in front — just in case. Equally 
important, the hora should be danced 
early on, before guests have had a 
chance to frequent the bar.  

In his blog about the proper way to 
hold the hora chair, Layne offered the 
following tips: 

• Tilt the chair back slightly so the 
celebrant doesn’t have the sensation 
of falling forward.

• Start with the chair facing the 
photographer/videographer to capture 
that first instant of joy, shock and 
fear. Hold the chair there for a few 
moments to allow him or her to cap-
ture the shot. 

• One 360-degree rotation only, no 
matter how much fun you’re having 
(the person in the chair is not having 
as much fun as you are).

• Keep the bounces to a minimum. ❉

Game Of  Thrones
Tales from people who’ve fallen off  the hora chair and lived to tell about it .

Jennifer Lovy  |  Special to the Jewish News
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I f you’ve ever seen the pro-
fessional edible artwork of 
Kookies4You, you might be 

surprised to hear they are not the 
food-printed product of an estab-
lished company’s complicated 
machinery, but rather the handi-
work of two local sisters working 
out of their basement kitchen.  

Nechama Goldman prepared 
her first batch of artistically 
designed cookies for her sister’s 
engagement party three years 
ago. The personalized cookies 
almost stole the limelight from 
the young couple as guests 
immediately started requesting 
similar cookies for their parties as 
well. As word spread, twin sister, 
Sheina, joined the business and 
Kookies4You was launched.  

The cookies are prepared in 
the Goldmans’ basement kitchen 
in Oak Park, which has been 
renovated to suit the girls — the 

walls are purple and decorated 
with cute stickers. 

They have received kosher certi-
fication from the Vaad of Greater 
Detroit.  

Back when the business began, 
the sisters were high-schoolers 
and often stayed up until the 
early hours of the morning as 
they juggled homework with 
cookie orders. Even now, with 
high school behind them, the 
Goldman twins, 20, still find 
themselves pulling an occasional 
all-nighter to fill their orders.  

The sisters credit much of their 
success to their parents and sib-
lings who happily offer to taste 
test and critique, as well as help 
with the shopping and washing 
up. On occasion, they even keep 
them company late at night as 
they work on orders in their quiet 
little kitchen.  

Customers are mostly from 

continued on page C20
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Oak Park, Southfield and West 
Bloomfield, although some cus-
tomers have ordered cookies and 
traveled with them as far as New 
York. When they know travel is 
involved, the Goldmans package 
the cookies extra carefully, but 
still, sometimes that’s the way the 
cookie crumbles. 

The sisters sell their customized 
sugar cookies individually, with 
a minimum order of 10 cookies, 
or as trays, decorated for any 
Jewish holiday or life celebra-
tion. Although engagements and 
births are the most popular cookie 
orders, the Goldmans also make 
cookies for b’nai mitzvot, teacher 
appreciation, birthdays and any-
thing in between. 

They also make and sell cookie 
pops, paint-your-own cookies and 

edible 3-D centerpieces in the 
shape of baby blocks and dreidels. 
Each edible item is an exquisite 
mini work of art and takes up 
to 20 minutes to create. They’re 
self-proclaimed perfectionists; 
anything that seems even the 
slightest bit crummy doesn’t make 
it out of their kitchen.  

The price for basic cookies starts 
at $1.75, basic cookie pops at 
$2.25 and basic 3-D centerpieces 
at $40 each. Prices depend on the 
amount of personalized, intricate 
detail requested.  

Why say it with flowers when 
you can serenade it with Kookies? 

Check out their website, 
kookies4you.com, or for more 
information, email kookieforyou@
gmail.com or call (248) 904-3127 
or (248) 277-0557. ❉

continued from page C18
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Second Time’s A Charm
Dos and don’ts for a second wedding.

Jennifer Lovy  | Special to the Jewish News

Couples who walk down the 
aisle more than once say the 
second time isn’t about the 

wedding. It’s about the relationship 
and, in some cases, the merging 
of two families. By focusing on the 
relationship and not the wedding, 
second-time brides stated that their 
subsequent weddings were much 
less stressful, equally meaningful and 
much more enjoyable.

First-time brides are often looking 
for the perfect fairy tale and that can 
lead to a great deal of stress, says 
party planner Susan Siegal.

“I didn’t agonize over every single 
decision the second time,” says 
Lisa Kaufman-Dickstein of West 
Bloomfield. “The first wedding you 
want to be big and beautiful and 
it’s really high maintenance to plan. 
You’re basically in bridezilla mode. 
My second wedding was nothing like 
that. It was so much easier and still 
the most beautiful wedding.”

While second weddings tend to be 
more modest, low-key events, with 
a smaller guest list, that doesn’t 
mean the wedding has to be any less 
elegant or special. For those planning 
a second wedding, it’s important to 
mark that moment in a meaningful 
way by coming together and declar-
ing your desire to spend the rest of 
your lives together. Most couples, 
having been through a wedding 
before, are more focused on the union 
and less concerned about the details 
of the actual event. 

“For both of us, the second time 
was such a blessing. Not everyone is 
lucky enough to have the best mar-
riage the first time around and we 
feel so blessed to have found each 
other,” says Kaufman-Dickstein.  

TO REGISTER OR 
NOT TO REGISTER?
Typically, by the second wedding, a 
couple has everything they need for 

the household, including china, pots 
and pans, towels and bedding. When 
Dani Gillman married Ben Chutz, it 
was her second wedding and his first. 
The couple had been living together 
with children Brodie, 11, and Julian, 2, 
for two years. 

“We said no gifts because we 
were a family that was already liv-
ing together for a while and didn’t 
need extra stuff. Instead people made 
donations to JARC in our honor, 
which was very meaningful to us,” 
says Gillman, who is vice president of 
the JARC board.  

While many couples skip the regis-
try, some opt to create one because 
there are guests who want to be able 
to give a gift. Second-marriage regis-
tries tend to be a little more creative, 
with couples choosing “fun” items 
ranging from sushi kits to camping 
gear and electronics.  

When friends or family want to plan 
a shower, a registry is particularly 
helpful. Sometimes hostesses will 
throw a theme shower. For example, 
event planner Andrea Solomon 
recalls a Judaic shower where guests 
brought gifts such as menorahs, chal-
lah covers and seder plates.   

THE DRESS 
Brides used to be discouraged from 
wearing white the second time 
around, but now, anything goes. It’s 
probably best to avoid wearing the 
same dress from the first wedding but 
it basically comes down to the bride’s 
personal preference. 

Kaufman-Dickstein ordered her 
second wedding dress online. Gillman 
walked down the aisle in a simple 
above-the-knee, white sleeveless 
dress. And Heidi Budaj wore a short 
pink lace dress. 

Budaj was 42 when she and hus-
band, Jeffrey, married. It was a second 
marriage for both. She was 21 the 
first time; she had graduated college 
a semester early and walked down 
the aisle two weeks after receiving 
her diploma. Jeffrey was 23 the first 
time he wed. 

The Budajs married when they were 
in their 40s and blended a family of 
five teens. “It was all about joining 
two families, and my husband and I 
being in love and less about the wed-
ding,” Budaj says. 

THE KIDS
Like Gillman and Budaj, a majority 
of second marriages involve merging 
two families. So involving the kids 
is not only extremely important but 
also very meaningful. In Chutz and 
Gillman’s wedding, their son Julian, 
then 10 months old, served as ring 
bearer, and daughter Brodie, then 9, 
was maid of honor. 

The couple exchanged vows, sur-
rounded by a small group of close 
friends and family at Temple Israel 
in 2014. They even picked the time 
of their nuptials based on Julian’s 
nap schedule — the Friday after 
Thanksgiving at 1 p.m. 

When the Budajs married 10 years 
ago, their five teenagers held the 
poles of the chuppah, which was 
made from a Shabbat tablecloth fre-
quently used by the family. The poles 
weren’t long enough and the chup-
pah sagged — it was hard to hold it 
straight and it was hard for the family 
to keep from laughing over the less-
than-perfect chuppah. 

If the chuppah sagged during her 
first wedding, Budaj may have consid-
ered it a catastrophe. But the second 
time around, it turned out to be one 
of her favorite wedding memories. 

“Our chuppah was symbolic in the 
sense that it shows families are not 
perfect,” Budaj says. *

When Dani Gillman married Ben Chutz, their kids walked down the aisle with them.
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Blending sacred laws and traditions with serious fun.

A guest at Shoshi and Yaakov Eisenberg’s wed-
ding came dressed in a suit and tie, acces-
sorized with flaming torches.

Sandwiched between the solemn reflections, mean-
ingful prayers and spiritual traditions of an Orthodox 
wedding are those focused on lively music, bewilder-
ing props, enthusiastic dancing — for the Eisenbergs, 
that included juggled flaming torches. And it’s not all 
that unusual at a religious, Jewish marriage celebra-
tion.

It’s hardly even a new tradition, with the Talmud 
citing a rabbi who was known for juggling myrtle 
branches at weddings as part of the mitzvah of 
“gladdening the bride and groom.” 

For the Eisenbergs, the festivities began shortly 
after their wedding ceremony, as they entered the 
reception room through a band of decorated arches 
and tossed confetti, provided by friends. As they 
arrived, a rousing, fast-tempoed explosion of music 
sounded the beginning of “the first dance,” a long — 
sometimes nearly an hour long — swirl of horas and 
other circle dances, with the women in one area and 
the men in another, sometimes with a dividing screen 
or plant arrangement between them.

Dancing at an Orthodox wedding is accompanied 
by what is known as shtick: additives in the form of 
anything that can enhance the liveliness and amuse-
ment of the celebration. It can include a conglomera-
tion of anything from jump ropes, colorful feather 
boas, whistles, bubbles and mustaches to sparklers, 
stuffed animals and T-shirts commemorating camp, 
sports teams or school days shared with the couple. 

And, in addition to making sure the couple each 
spends time lifted high in the air in their seats, most 
often there is also acrobatics, with guests turning 
cartwheels, walking on their hands, balancing bottles 
or chairs on their noses, performing choreographed 
dances, and of course, fire jugglers — like Shoshi and 
Yaakov’s friend, Noah Klein, who did just that at their 
March 2016 wedding at Burton Manor in Livonia.

“At 13, I wanted to do something special for a 
friend’s wedding,” said Klein, who lives in Southfield. 
“So I practiced. A lot. There are so many things that 
make a wedding magical. The hall, band and food are 
one thing, but when friends and neighbors prepare 
and perform, it makes it so personal; an electricity 
that enhances the joy of the bride and groom.”

continued on page C26
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HOW IT BEGINS
It is customary for the bride and groom not to see 
one another for the week preceding the wedding to 
add to the anticipation and excitement of the occa-
sion, so the pre-ceremony gathering begins with the 
couple — likened to a queen and king — receiving 
guests in separate spaces. For the bride, this time is 
termed kabbalas panim (greeting the bride), where 
she is seated on a throne-type chair surrounded by 
the women in her family and met with female guests. 
The groom enjoys the chasan’s tish (groom’s recep-
tion), a space filled with male guests celebrating with 
toasts and song.

During the tish, the tradition of Ashkenazi Jews 
(those of Central and Eastern European descent) 
is for the mothers of the bride and groom to stand 
together and break a well-wrapped china plate by 
smashing it on the ground or with a hammer, to sym-
bolize the fragility of marriage.  

Before the ceremony the groom is danced to the 
bride, by male guests celebrating in lively song. 

“A favorite part of the wedding for me was hear-
ing the music and seeing the men dancing Yaakov 
toward me,” Shoshi said. “The instant we got to see 
each other for the first time after a week was breath-
taking. Our faces glowed when he gave me a rose as 

a cute little token.”
This is the memory that stayed with Micky Klein, 

Shoshi’s sister. “My favorite tradition at their wed-
ding was kabbalas panim,” said Klein, who lives 
in Miami Beach, not far from the Eisenbergs. “The 
beauty of them seeing each other for the first time 
in a week and the excitement all around it was so 
beautiful to witness.”

This is where the bedeken (veiling of the bride) 
takes place, with the groom acknowledging that 
the woman is his bride and then covering her face 
with her veil, a custom based on the biblical story 
of Jacob, who unknowingly married his bride’s sister 

continued from page C25

continued on page C28
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THE DETAILS
Rabbi: Rabbi Bezalel Rudnisky of Yeshivas Ohr 
Reuven in N.Y.
Music: Eli Marcus of Brooklyn, N.Y.
Caterer: Jewel Kosher Catering in Oak Park
Florist: Esther Ross of Garden of Eden Florist 
in Oak Park.
Party Planner: Rochelle Ohayon 

Photographer: Robert Bruce Photography 
in Royal Oak
Videographer: Eli Sigler of C the Moment 
in Oak Park
Hair: Vetta K. of Alex Emilio Salon in Royal Oak
Makeup: Gitty Berger of Lakewood, N.J.

THE ORTHODOX WEDDING

Yom Kippur
The wedding day is considered a “personal Yom 
Kippur” for the bride and groom, where past 
mistakes are forgiven as they start anew as one. 
Ashkenazi couples typically fast from dawn until 
after the marriage ceremony, during which the 
groom wears a kitel (white robe worn on Yom 
Kippur). 

The Ceremony
In addition to traditions and customs typical to 
every Jewish wedding, there are some that are 
specific to the Orthodox bride and groom:
❉ The ceremony may take place outdoors, under 
the stars, in reference to God’s blessing to 
Abraham that his children be “as the stars of the 
heavens.” 
❉ Lit candles may be carried by those who escort 
the bride and groom to the chuppah to represent 
the link between light, marriage and joy.
❉ Ashkenazi custom is for the bride to circle the 
groom seven times, relating the creation of the 
world to the creation of the couple’s new world 
together and symbolizing a “wall” of protection.
❉ The ketubah (Jewish marriage contract) is 
read in the original Aramaic text and becomes 
the property of the bride.
❉ The sheva brachot (seven blessings) are 
recited by the rabbi and others the couple wish 
to honor.
❉ The couple is escorted back down the aisle in 
an enthusiastic reception of song and dance. 

During The Week
For each of the seven evenings following the 
wedding, friends and family honor the couple 
with festive dinners, termed sheva brachot, in 
reference to the blessings said at the conclusion 
of each meal. Included at each dinner is at least 
one individual who was not at the wedding, 
which adds to the celebratory feeling and helps 
to welcome the couple into the community. ❉ 

whose face was hidden. This act also 
symbolizes that the groom is marry-
ing his bride for her inner beauty as 
well as her outer beauty.

WHAT TO WEAR, 
WHAT TO WEAR
With bridal attire trending toward 
sleeveless or strapless gowns, the 
Orthodox bride may create a more 
modest look by ordering additional 
material to form longer sleeves and 
a neckline. 

Shoshi designed her own gown, 
having it sewn by several seam-
stresses according to her direction, 
with three-quarter-length sleeves 
and a full skirt in white, 3-D rosette 
fabric, with scattered Swarovski 
crystals. Typically, female guests also 
dress in longer skirts, avoiding plung-
ing necklines and backless dresses.
During the ceremony, Shoshi was led 
to the chuppah (wedding canopy) 
by her parents, Philicia and Marty 
Brin of Southfield and Yaakov by 
his mom Sandy and her husband, 
George Freud of Monsey, N.Y. Yaakov 
also is the son of the late Michael 
Eisenberg. 

As was the case at Shoshi and 

Yaakov’s wedding, men and women 
are typically seated on separate sides 
of the aisle during the ceremony. 
Often at least some of the tables 
during the party are also designated 
for separate seating.

“After the glass was broken, there 
was a feeling of excitement that 
what we had been waiting for was 
finally official and we were married,” 
Yaakov said.
    Following the ceremony, the 
couple is escorted to a space termed 
the yichud (union) room, where they 
spend a few minutes alone in seclu-
sion that signifies their new status of 
living together as husband and wife. 

“Everyone dancing and singing us 
to our room where we spent time 
just the two of us before continuing 
to the party with everyone was excit-
ing,” Shoshi remembers. 

To Rabbi Shneur Silberberg, this 
combination of the holy and jovial 
aspects of an Orthodox wedding is 
how it should be.
    “Some make the mistake of sepa-
rating the serious from the festive,” 
he said. “But they are really depen-
dent upon one another.”

   Silberberg relates the experience 
of a rabbi who spoke with a first-
time guest at an Orthodox wedding. 
“After the sanctity of the religious 
ceremony, she told the rabbi, ‘I have 
never been to such a serious wed-
ding in my life,’” said Silberberg, out-
reach director at the Sara and Morris 
Tugman Bais Chabad Torah Center 
in West Bloomfield. “After the ener-
getic, entertaining dancing, she went 
back to the rabbi and said, ‘I have 
never been to such a festive wedding 
in my life.’

“But the two shouldn’t be separat-
ed,” he said. “The entwining of two 
souls into one is very serious, and 
because of that, the joy felt is very 
powerful and real. The more serious 
the event, the more true the joy is.”      
    Shoshi Eisenberg’s most meaning-
ful wedding moments are a weave of 
the spiritual and the festive. “When 
we were officially married under the 
chuppah, it was a dream come true,” 
she said. “But my other favorite part 
was dancing together with my soul-
mate and celebrating us and our life 
to come.” ❉

continued from page C26
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It’s A Mitzvah
Get personal with the mitzvah project and its meaning.
Stacy Gittleman  |  Contributing Writer

M y son, a seventh grader, is 
deep into working the b’nai 
mitzvah circuit. 

Two or even three invitations arrive in 
our mailbox each week. Though many 
families still throw parties to celebrate 
their child’s milestone, I am also start-
ing to notice that some instead opt to 
donate the money that would otherwise 
be spent to a meaningful and personal 
cause. Several invitations announced 
that the bar or bat mitzvah wanted to 
help support cancer or ALS research in 
memory of a relative. 

But even the child who opts for the 
fun and festive trappings of a party can 
still “do good” — with the mitzvah 

project.
Parents, clergy and religious-school 

administrators provide many resources 
for choosing a unique mitzvah project, 
but perhaps the most useful source 
is the Torah itself. Within each weekly 
portion are age-old lessons in mitzvot 
such as caring for the sick, disabled and 
elderly, and empowering others with 
education. 

Jodi Gross, associate education 
director at Adat Shalom Synagogue in 
Farmington Hills, meets with parents 
and students to pair a mitzvah project 
with the child’s passions and interests 
and, if possible, see how it ties back to 
his or her Torah portion. 

“The mitzvah project is an experience 
that can and should continue after a bar 
or bat mitzvah,” Gross says. 

In “thinking out of the box” for her 
mitzvah project, art lover Emily Abrams, 
13, of West Bloomfield enlisted her fam-
ily and a local artist in the creation of a 
portable Aron Kodesh, or portable Holy 
Ark. The Ark made its debut at her off-
site Dec. 12 bat mitzvah at the Detroit 
Historical Museum. Plans are now under 
way to use the Ark in Temple Israel in 
West Bloomfield for years to come, as 
either a book-lending library or a por-
table Ark used for youth group Shabbat 
weekends. 

The construction and design of the 

Ark was truly a community effort. Emily 
and her dad, Brian, crafted it out of a 
self-assembled wine cabinet. Then they 
consulted with local mosaic-artist Gail 
Kaplan to adorn the doors with a glass 
mosaic design that depicts the Ten 
Commandments. 

“For our family, the mitzvah project 
meant that we wanted this to be Emily’s 
first lasting contribution to her com-
munity as a Jewish adult,” says Susie 
Abrams, Emily’s mom. 

Just as Emily’s project strives to make 
a long-term educational impact, Daniel 
Rubin of Grand Blanc is also working on 
the lasting goal of mandating compre-
hensive Holocaust education to every 

continued on page C32

Emily Abrams and 
her portable Ark

Noah Eaton 
rounds up Legos 
at Toyology in 
West Bloomfield.

Daniel Rubin 
with Rep. 
Charles Smiley
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child in Michigan before high-school gradua-
tion. 

A YouTube video exposing the ignorance of 
college students on the topic was inspiration 
enough to get Rubin, already serving on the 
student council at Grand Blanc Middle School, 
motivated to make a change. Only six states 
mandate Holocaust education for public-school 
students starting in the eighth grade. If he is 
successful, Michigan will become the seventh.  

Growing up in the suburbs of Flint, Rubin 
attends school in a part of the state with just a 
handful of Jews. Rubin attends religious school 
at Temple Beth El in Flint, where he learned 
about the Holocaust through recorded testi-
monials from survivors. He has also visited the 
Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills. 

Rubin said that a bill on the topic has been 
drafted by the office of State Rep. Charles 
Smiley (D-Burton) and is currently in front of 
the legislative service bureau. 

“After I saw how ignorant some college kids 
can be, I knew I needed to take action,” Rubin 
says. His English teacher helped him craft a let-
ter, which he sent to dozens of state legislators 
before receiving a response from Rep. Smiley. 
“As a Jew, it is always important to remember 
the tragedy that happened to your people, and 
it was upsetting to me to see that there are 
many people who do not know the full extent 
of the Holocaust.” 

Sometimes, the inspiration for a mitzvah 
project is a longstanding desire to pay for-
ward a favor. When Noah Eaton, 13, of West 
Bloomfield was a baby, he received stuffed 
animals when he underwent heart surgery. 
These days, hospitals no longer accept stuffed 
animals, but Eaton knew he wanted to give a 
gift to a child in the hospital just as someone 
had done for him. 

In the months before his bar mitzvah at 
Temple Israel, he sold off all his outgrown toys. 
With the cash, he purchased Legos to be dis-
tributed to children’s oncology units through 
the organization the Bottomless Toy Chest. 

“I always loved playing with Legos,” Eaton 
says. “I just wanted to help kids keep their 
minds off their treatments, even if it is just for 
a short while.” 

Aric Klar, owner of Toyology, helped Eaton 
out by letting him purchase $1,000 worth of 
Lego products from his store with the $350 he 
earned from his garage sale. 

“I saw how hard he worked to get the dona-
tions through the heartwarming letter he wrote 
to businesses and friends asking them to help 
his cause,” Klar says. “When you see a kid 
working out the hurdles to have a successful 
mitzvah project, it is hard to say no when you 
are in the position to give back.” ❉

continued from page C30

Little Libraries Everywhere
Kim Kozlowki  |  Special to the Jewish News

F or Ian and Jordan Dopp, 
there is nothing like getting 
lost in a book. 

The brother and sister, who live in 
Ann Arbor, confess to reading short-
ly after they wake up, during the 
school day, after school and before 
going to sleep.

“I’ve loved reading since I was 
born,” says Ian Dopp, 13. “I love so 
many different type of novels and 
books … anything I can get my 
hands on.”

So when the Dopp siblings were 
looking for a service project for their 
b’nai mitzvah celebration at the 
U-M Hillel last November, it seemed 
natural to find a way to share their 
love of reading.

They have since left their service 
legacy in Detroit by raising funds, 
collecting books and partnering with 
Detroit Little Libraries — a grass-
roots campaign working to promote 
reading and community in the city 
through the Little Free Library.

“We know people in Detroit don’t 
always have the same opportunity 
to access books,” says Jordan Dopp, 
12. “We thought it would be nice 
and more sustainable to plant Little 
Libraries and give them books.”

The take-a-book, leave-a-
book movement was founded in 
Wisconsin seven years ago by 
Todd Bol and has since grown to 
36,000 around the world. But few 
were in Detroit until 2014 when 

the grassroots group Detroit Little 
Libraries launched a campaign to 
make Detroit the nation’s Little Free 
Library capital. Since then, nearly 
150 little libraries have been planted 
in Detroit, thanks to the efforts of 
many Eagles Scouts, Rotary, Kiwanis 
and other individuals and service 
groups.

The Dopp siblings are the first to 
embrace the campaign as their mitz-
vah project to circulate more books 
in Detroit neighborhoods.

After collecting hundreds of books 
from family and friends and rais-
ing funds to buy four Little Free 
Libraries, Ian and Jordan and their 
parents, Rich Dopp and Deb Berman, 
came to Detroit on a Saturday in 
December and planted their first 
Little Free Library — a bright red 
library in front of a community gath-
ering spot on Princeton Street, in 
Detroit’s Martin Park neighborhood 
near the University of Detroit-Mercy.

Denise Kennedy, president of the 
block club, was there to greet the 
Berman-Dopp family, along with 
resident Nellie Kendricks.

“It was just a wonderful connec-
tion with the family,” Kennedy says. 
“The fact that they did it as a family 
was so lovely and just the kind-
ness of it. It was just a lovely, lovely 
experience and you don’t often have 
those kind of experiences. It’s some-
thing I will never forget, and I hope 
they will never forget either.”

Deb Berman remembered the 
afternoon the same way.

“We all left very moved by the 
connections we made with the peo-
ple in the neighborhood,” Berman 
says. “Those are relationships we 
hope to continue.”

The family then traveled to 
Corktown and planted another Little 
Free Library near Repair the World: 
Detroit — a Jewish service organi-
zation.

“The library has been a wonder-
ful resource to our community as 
it provides access to literature for 
commuters who take the bus from 
the nearby station,” says Craig Isser, 
a fellow at Repair the World. “We 
are very grateful for the chance to 
share this library with the southwest 
[Detroit] community.” 

Afterward, the family went out for 
a hot drink and made plans for their 
next planting of two other Little 
Free Libraries in spring.

“It was really fun to go from an 
idea to gathering and collecting and 
watching it come to life,” Rich says. 
“It was just wonderful to see.” ❉

Kim Kozlowski is the founder of Detroit Little 

Libraries, a grassroots group working in part-

nership with the national Little Free Library. 

Other partners include Rx for Reading Detroit, 

Detroit Soup, Detroit Bikes, Community United 

for Progress, the Detroit News and Free Press, 

the Grand River Creative Corridor and more. To 

learn more, visit detroitlittlelibraries.org.

The Dopp-Berman family with one of 
their Little Free  Libraries in Detroit
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Rustic & Elegant Event Rentals

Contact us to make an appointment today!
Showroom:   41370 W. 10 Mile Rd Novi MI 248-841-8383   

2082230

Aphrodite Spa & Salon is an upscale European spa located in 
the heart of the city of West Bloomfield. Owner and innovative 
entrepreneur, SuSu Hares, opened the spa in December 2008.  
She ensures all clients feel like royalty as they receive the royal 
treatment from her professional staff. Unique services include 
a variety of facials, massages, body treatments, manicures & 

pedicures, waxing, sugaring and more. Aphrodite is a 
 full-service salon catering to both men and women.

I help men and women maintain a youthful appearance 
 by teaching them how to take care of their skin.

Call me today to arrange for  
your complimentary skin consultation.

6473 Farmington Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48322

248-855-1833
aphroditespasalon@gmail.com

www.aphroditespaandsalon.com

Gift Certificates Available
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Picture Perfect 
Pretty party dresses for the bat mitzvah girl.
Lynne Konstantin | Arts & Life Editor

Dalia Michaelson of Huntington Woods in a custom dress with sequin 
lace over tulle with hand-sewn jewels on top and glitter tulle on the 
bottom, from Guys N Gals, West Bloomfield (248-851-1260).
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Madison Gardner of Birmingham in a custom 
dress with sequin lace with hand-sewn jewels 
on top  and tulle on the bottom, from Guys N 
Gals, West Bloomfield (248-851-1260).

Jordyn Shapiro of West 
Bloomfield in a custom dress 
with sequined lace over tulle 
with hand-sewn jewels on top 
and glitter tulle on the bot-
tom, from Guys N Gals, West 
Bloomfield (248-851-1260).

Riley Shapiro of West Bloomfield in a custom 
dress with silver sequins trimmed with pink satin 
on top and pink and silver tulle on the bottom, 
from Guys N Gals, West Bloomfield 
(248-851-1260).

PHOTO BY JUSTIN MUNTER PHOTOGRAPHY
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Lexie by Mon Cheri SATIN AND TULLE 
A-LINE DRESS ($210) with detachable 
hand-beaded straps and waistband. Party 
Girls, Franklin (248-562-7420).

Elisa B MESH OVERLAY DRESS 
($92). Area Nordstrom stores 
(nordstrom.com).

Un Deux Trois CUTOUT 
PARTY DRESS ($150). 
Nordstrom.com.

JN



www.krystynaseuropeanspa.com  |  248.540.0600

31815 Southfield Road  |  Suite 32  |  Beverly Hills, MI 48025

Anti Aging Treatments  �  Facials  �  Massage  �  Body Treatments  �  Hand and Foot   �  Bride & Groom Packages

Special 
Treatment  
for a  
Special Day
Come in to Krystyna’s 

European Spa and enjoy 

unimaginable pampering. 

Experience the most innovative 

beauty treatments available, including 

Murano pedicure chairs, elegant body 

treatment rooms including a Vichy shower, 

sauna room and relaxing steam shower with 

water massage and light therapy, to make your 

spa experience perfect. Whether you are getting 

ready for your special day or just want to look 

and feel your best for an event you’ll attend, 

Krystyna’s will help you relax and rejuvinate. 

Call us today to schedule 

your special treatments.

JN_Celebrate2016.indd   1 16-03-10   7:21 PM
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Star Trax Events has made 
the process of planning local 
events easy. Twice a year, 

the Event Show gathers the best 
local products, talent and services 
for families planning events to 
explore all under one roof.

 “Star Trax is committed to giv-
ing our customers the best cus-
tomer service around,”said Becca 
Schlussel, Event Show director. 
“Enabling our clients to meet and 
fall in love with our favorite ven-
dors is a step in making sure that 
the events planned in our area 
are flawless. We know the people 
providing the services.”

Geoff Kretchmer, Star Trax 
owner, added, “We spend count-
less hours finding new and fresh, 
on-trend, interactive products and 
A-plus services for our party-plan-
ning families to explore.”

Star Trax’s Spring Event Show 
will take place on Sunday, April 
17, at Congregation Beth Ahm in 
West Bloomfield, 5075 W. Maple 
Road, between Middlebelt and 
Inkster roads.

The Event Show is free and 

open to the public to explore 
ideas and resources available for 
planning lifecycle events. Walk-ins 
are welcomed.  

New this year — for those pre-
registered to attend — participat-
ing vendors will raffle off certifi-
cates for services, and Star Trax 
will be giving away a Firefly Photo 
booth rental (a $1,695 value).

“Exhibitors love our commit-
ment to the industry and recog-
nize the value of showcasing their 
products and services in front of 
potential customers,”said Harris 
Van Cleef, Star Trax vice president 
of almost everything. “The energy 
surrounding the event is incred-
ible. Nothing beats meeting clients 
face to face.”

Added Schlussel, “We have 
taken the guesswork out of plan-
ning events. You can literally walk 
through one of our shows and 
plan your entire gathering. From 
picking a venue, invites, design, 
decor, planning, photography, vid-
eography, souvenirs, treats to valet 
… we’ve got you covered!” ❉ 

One-Stop Shop
Star Trax’ Event Show makes 
party-planning easy.

details:
The Event Show powered by Star Trax
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, April 17
Congregation Beth Ahm 
5075 W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield
Pre-register at  https://theeventshow2016.eventbrite.com
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weddings, birthdays,  

b’nai mitzvah celebrations, 

showers, family gatherings, 

or just because…

Our goal is to offer our guests a customized 

menu to fit event themes, food preferences, 

and budget. 

Epic Kosher Catering / Milk & Honey 

 

 � TEGfans

Menu diversity is one of our trademarks, which includes 

vegetarian, local-organic, and global cuisine.

6600 West Maple Road

Supervised by the Council of Orthodox Rabbis of Greater Detroit

GLATT
KOSHER CUISINE

CHOLOV YISROEL
KOSHER CUISINE

SOUL CAFE   8       

2085890

2086250

Rent For Special Occasions/Private Events
1501 Holden Detroit, MI 48208

(313) 338-3674

Happy Hour 5-8
$1 Off Draft Beers 
and House Wines

Five $5 
Classic Cocktails
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S pring is here and it’s time again 
for Detroit’s food trucks to 
make their appearance. 

Among them will be Tal Sasson 
and his Pita Post food truck, bringing 
true Israeli street food to Detroit. 

Sasson grew up in Ramat Gan, 
Israel, and began busing tables at 
15, before serving, bartending and 
managing a bar. 

He also served as an assistant 
to a combat division commander 
in Israeli Defense Forces. Following 
military service, he received a bach-
elor’s degree from the College of 
Management in Israel.

Wanting to start a food truck busi-
ness, Sasson moved to Michigan in 
2012 because he has family here and 
knew here he could acclimate himself 
to the food truck scene, which began 
to pick up momentum in 2013.  

“I sometimes wonder why I came to 
such a snowy place,” he says.  

Unable to find authentic Israeli pita 
in the States — the all-natural, no 
preservatives, soft and flavorful pita 
he knew from Israel — he decided to 
make his own. He hit on the recipe for 
the perfect pita.  

He also wanted to bring his love 
of Israeli food to Americans without 
losing the integrity of the fresh, all-
natural flavors that would replicate a 
street food experience in Israel. Pita 
Post brings an authentic Israeli menu 
to the food truck experience.

The diverse menu offers overstuffed 
pita sandwiches, using all fresh and 
natural ingredients. The bread is hand-
crafted from a special recipe made hot 
to order. Each pita is customized and 
unique, leaving the customer with a 
wonderful flavor sensation.  

The Pita Post is perfect for catering 
graduation parties, weddings, bar/bat 
mitzvahs, sweet 16 events, corporate 

parties or large shindigs. Sasson is 
proud that Pita Post customers get 
the real overseas experience out of 
a food truck — with fresh salads, 
fresh homemade dressings, all natural 
pita, including vegan and vegetarian 
options that are full of flavor. 

Often seen on the streets of 
Downtown Detroit in the spring and 
summer, the food truck’s lunchtime 
favorite is the Sh-Ni-Tzel, a toasty pita 
stuffed with breaded and fried chicken 
breast, farmer’s salad, red cabbage 
slaw, a jalapeno and celery seed sauce 
— a sandwich with great texture and 
flavor. The sauce has a smooth, creamy 
texture with just enough spice to 
make your tastebuds take notice.

You also can’t go wrong with Pita 
Post’s falafel. Crispy, tender balls of 
mashed chickpeas are fried and com-
plemented by hummus, farmer’s salad, 
slaw, pickles and tahini sauce bursting 
with sesame flavor.

Pair your pita with some house-
made potato chips or Phat Boy Fries. 
And end with Nutella Bites — grilled 
pita bread slathered generously with 
Nutella, then stuffed with sliced 
banana. Or take home some baklava.

Last year, Pita Post was seen around 
Michigan at fairs, festivals, downtown 
at Campus Martius and at many cor-
porate and private parties. Its falafel 
pita sandwich won first place in the 
Detroit Food Truck Face-Off 2014. ❉
 
For more information, visit thepitapost.com.

Gourmet Mobile Food 
Pita Post can bring authentic Israeli 
food to your next party.

Authentic Israeli street food

Be picture perfect for your 
special occasion with a makeover at 

Ruby's Balm

6917 Orchard Lake Road 
West Bloomfi eld, MI 48322 

248-626-Ruby (7829) 
Fax:248-626-7847

Wedding and Event Planner
(248) 626-3421

www.andreasolomon.com

invitations 
place cards  
calligraphy  
programs

maps
guest towels

napkins 
kippahs 
favors
gifts

Andrea       Solomona

2070460

2086140

We are a full service bakery specializing 
in delicious scratch made wedding cakes, 
celebration cakes, pastries, freshly baked 

breads and specialty desserts. We take pride 
in our creations, baking them with the 
same love and care as when we prepare 

them for our family.

Serving all of Metro-Detroit

T
he

 Sparkey Noodle Bakery Co.

        www.thesparkeynoodle.com

S N B

248-247-5103

2065 Walnut Lake Rd.  West Bloomfield, MI 48323

            32802 Franklin Road | Downtown Franklin

248.862.6741 | Visit us at                 : Eventblissfranklinmi

Apparel, Home Accessories, Jewelry,  Bridal and Baby

Terri Trepeck



©2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved. SPG, Preferred Guest, 
Aloft, Element, Four Points, Le Méridien, 
Sheraton, St. Regis, The Luxury Collection,  
W, Westin and their logos are the trademarks  
of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., 
or its affiliates. For full terms & conditions  
visit westin.com/bookcadillac

CREATE YOUR 
DREAM DAY

Treat friends and family to inspiring  
festivities from an exquisite rehearsal dinner, 

to an elegant celebration, to a relaxing 
morning-after champagne brunch. Experience 
the perfect atmosphere in the artfully-restored 

Crystal or Venetian ballrooms, the famed 
Italian Garden, or the more contemporary 
Woodward Ballroom. Entrust us with your 

vision, and let us handle the rest. You will be 
free to focus on the vows you take and the 

memories you make.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE 
A RESERVATION, VISIT WESTIN.COM/

BOOKCADILLAC OR CALL 313.442.1600
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Teen Tycoons
Two high-school students have found 
a niche in event videography. 

Jennifer Lovy  |  Special to the Jewish News

W eddings and bar or 
bat mitzvahs are 
expensive — which 

is why two high-school students 
created their own video produc-
tion businesses based on the idea 
that all families should be able to 
afford to capture and preserve the 
memories from their once-in-a-
lifetime special events.   

Alec Cohen, a junior at North 
Farmington High School, started 
AC Productions in 2013, shortly 
after making a video montage for 
his own bar mitzvah. 

“I loved making my montage 
and immediately got hooked,” 
Cohen says. “People started ask-
ing me to do their montages, 
which led to the start of AC 
Productions.” 

In 2014, Noah Gorman, now 
a West Bloomfield High School 
sophomore, created his company, 
G-Vids, after his mom, Melanie 
Gorman, saw a Facebook post 
from someone looking for a last-
minute, inexpensive way to video 
her daughter’s bat mitzvah.  

Gorman mentioned it to 
her son, who enjoyed making 
YouTube-style videos as a hobby, 

and the idea for a video produc-
tion business was born. Within a 
few days he created a business 
plan and got the job. Since then 
he’s worked a number of bar and 
bat mitzvahs and hopes to expand 
to weddings.  

“I loved having my bar mitzvah 
captured because I can always 
go back and relive the moment,” 
Gorman says. “It’s so rewarding 
to help people save the memories 
from their special events in a way 
that’s affordable.” 

Cohen’s passion for video 
comes in part from his grand-
father Bob Ruskin, a radiologist 
who went to film school at the 
University of Michigan after retir-
ing from medicine.

“It’s exciting to capture a family 
and their happiness during their 
special day. When I do a montage, 
I love seeing their reaction to it 
as they watch the showcase of 
their life, especially when it’s their 
child’s life,” says Cohen, who is 
also active in television production 
and theater at North Farmington 
High School. 

Carolyn Cohen isn’t surprised 
her 16-year-old son has his own 
video production business. Aside 
from being organized and depend-
able, Cohen is a creative, out-of-
the-box thinker, she says. 

What both videographers lack 
in event experience, they make 
up for in price. Each offers differ-
ent packages; price depends on 
the level of services but both are 
hundreds less than most videog-
raphers’ fees, generally starting at 
approximately $1,200. 

Cohen charges $175 for a video 
montage and $250 for a bar or 
bat mitzvah or wedding video, 
which includes a highlights video. 

Gorman’s prices start as low as 

Alec Cohen

d

www.Mi-Sci.org

MI.Science.Center mi_sci mi_sci

The Michigan Science Center is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofi t organization. 

The Element of ... 

 
Element?

What’s YOUR

 DISCOVER THE PERFECT  

SPACE 
 FOR YOUR BAR AND BAT MITZVAH! 

With more than 110,000 square feet of scientifi c 

exploration and event space, the Michigan Science 

Center accommodates groups of 20 to 2,000. 

Email Events@Mi-Sci.org or 

call 313.577.8400, ext. 442, 

for more information.

2072020

2075160
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$150 with a la carte pricing for 
additional services, such as provid-
ing all of the original footage, cre-
ating a movie trailer highlighting 
the event and a congratulations 
clip roll of personal messages 
from the guests.   

Cohen and Gorman both stress 
that their ages should not deter 
potential clients from hiring them 
and that they, like most teens, 
are very media savvy, possessing 
excellent technology skills and 
knowledge. Plus, both say they 
have a proven track record of sat-
isfied customers. 

Jason Rosen happened to see a 
video Cohen made for BBYO and 
was impressed by his talent. He 
hired him to do a montage for his 
daughter’s bat mitzvah. In the fall, 
Cohen will do another montage 
as well as video Rosen’s younger 
daughter’s bat mitzvah, too. 

“Alec was very professional 
throughout the process,” Rosen 
says. “We met with him a few 
times during the process and he 
made the tweaks we asked for. 
It was wonderful working with 
him.” 

Julie Mison was Gorman’s 
first customer. Although she was 
initially nervous about hiring 
someone so young for her daugh-
ter Alexandra’s bat mitzvah, she 
decided to hire him because he 
was professional and responsible. 

“He took his work seriously 
and wanted us to be happy with 

his work,” Mison says. “In terms 
of the finished product, it was in 
line with what he presented it to 
be. He didn’t make promises he 
couldn’t keep and was up front 
about what we could expect. 

“If you are looking to capture 
the feel of the evening and have 
some memories ... I would recom-
mend viewing his work. If some-
one is looking for top-of-the-line 
professional quality [managing 
lighting, for example], this may 
not be for them.”

These teen videographers offer 
different perspectives on the most 
challenging aspects of their busi-
nesses. 

For Cohen, a self-proclaimed 
perfectionist, the hardest thing is 
making sure his videos are “as 
perfect as possible.” 

For Gorman, who is active with 
BBYO and participates in march-
ing band, the biggest challenge is 
getting his name out. He is using 
business cards and asking friends 
to let people know he is available 
to video any occasion, including 
corporate events.  ❉

details
For more info about Alec 
Cohen and AC Productions, 
visit acproduction.weebly.com. 
For more about Noah Gorman 
and G-Vids, contact Gorman at 
noahgorman.gvids@gmail.com 
or call (248) 631-8226.

Noah Gorman

2077860

2079110

Your whole body deserves your love. Experience the sensual aroma of aveda love™ 
composition oil during your free stress-relieving ritual of renewal with relaxing 
massage movements. This certifi ed organic* oil is a tribute to Horst, founder of 
Aveda, and contains ingredients sourced with the same deep love and respect he 
had for the Earth. Stop in and fi ll your heart with love. 

Prepare for your special day through 
relaxation and renewal. Spend $50 or 
more on spa services at Salon Legato 
Birmingham and receive a Love 
Composition Oil ($30 value) for free! 
P.S. You’ll love this, too: $4 U.S. of your aveda love™

purchase goes to the National Audubon Society for
projects that fi ght climate change.

love is all you need

* Certifi ed by ECOCERT Greenlife according to COSMOS 
Standard. Learn more at http://COSMOS.ecocert.com. ©Aveda Corp.

Find other Aveda locations at 800.328.0849 or aveda.com.
While supplies last, not valid with other offers, valid in Birmingham only, must present ad

335 E. Maple
Birmingham, MI 48009
www.salonlegato.com 

(248) 385-1166
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Mitzvahs On A Budget 
It can be done! Here, a few tips from experts and families who’ve accomplished the mission. 

Stacy Gittleman  |  Contributing Writer

F ire up those glue 
guns. Barter your own 
creative skills. And 

recruit family and friends to 
help with baking — even kip-
pah crocheting — if you are 
looking to save dollars when 
throwing a party for the bar or 
bat mitzvah. Remember, in six 
short years that newly minted 
Jewish adult will be heading 
off to college. 

So party planners and vet-
eran parents who have danced 
the Cuban Shuffle a few times 
at their own children’s affairs 
advise spending the money 
where it counts — the pho-
tographer, the DJ and the food 

— and save where you can on 
decorations and other extras. 

According to the online 
bar mitzvah budget calcula-
tor website emitz.com, the 
average cost of a bar mitzvah 
ranges from $15,000-$30,000. 
This amount can fluctuate 
depending on the time of year, 
the venue, number of guests 
and city. 

Keep in mind: A bar or bat 
mitzvah is a kid’s party. The 
most essential elements for 
a party that flows well and 
keeps the dance floor hopping 
for young and young at heart 
is an experienced DJ and per-
haps a party planner on hand 

for the evening. 
“When it comes to throw-

ing a party with lots of pre-
teen middle schoolers, the DJ 
makes or breaks the party,” 
says Melissa Gedrich of MelG 
Events, who emphasizes the 
importance of watching DJs 
and photographers at work at 
another party before signing 
the contract. “Make sure they 
have experience with Jewish 
affairs and understand how 
customs like the hora or cut-
ting the challah fit into the 
flow of your party.” 

Gedrich, who has planned 
parties from 15 to 1,000 
people, says event planners 

have their fingertips on a bevy 
of different contacts who can 
polish every detail of a party. 
Event planners charge on aver-
age 15 to 20 percent of the 
total party budget. They man-
age the flow of the event so 
the hosts can enjoy themselves 
instead of worrying about run-
ning out of chicken fingers on 
the kids’ buffet line, she says. 

When it comes to decorating 
your child’s mitzvah party, save 
expensive floral arrangements 
and elegant linens for his or 
her wedding. Instead, make 
centerpieces out of recycled 
materials and supplies found 
at your local craft store, says 

Melanie Yaffa Weber, event 
planner for Hillel Day School 
who lends her talents out to 
friends in the midst of throw-
ing a party. 

“Let Pinterest be your 
best friend and, with enough 
advanced planning, you can 
create great centerpieces and 
decorations without breaking 
your budget,” Weber says. 

A venue can be as casual 
as the Rust Belt Market in 
Ferndale or as ritzy as a water-
front hotel ballroom. Serving 
food that matches the venue is 
a sure bet that your guests will 
enjoy themselves, says veteran 
caterer Annabel Cohen. 

continued on page C44

Lacey Cohen’s bat mitzvah party was held at Orchard Mall in West Bloomfield. Her parents, owners of Frameable Faces photo studio inside the mall, inserted Lacey’s face in the cov-
ers of her favorite albums and turned them into place cards. Friends helped bake desserts for the sweet table. Decor was kept simple: balloons.
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248.263.6300  |  startrax.com  |  info@startrax.com
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“When you invite guests to a 
party, both sides enter this sort of 
unwritten contract,” Cohen says. 
“It is all about managing people’s 
expectations. If you are requiring 
guests to come dressed in cocktail 
attire, you may not want to serve 
them a Coney dog — unless you 
dress it up in a very creative and 
elegant manner. 

“Go for quality and not quanti-
ty. Make the food match the mood 
and the theme of the affair and 
you will keep your guests happy.” 

Cohen says that for a bar or 
bat mitzvah, the food should be 
all about fun. Keep in mind that 
adults like the sliders and fries at 
the kids buffet line just as much 
as the kids do. Another way of 
saving money on food is to offer 

only one or two main entrees — 
like chicken or fish — and embel-
lish with a variety of vegetarian 
items. 

To save money on desserts, she 
also advised asking friends and 
relatives to take ownership and 
invest in the fun by doing a little 
baking.

“Really, if you are a great baker, 
would you turn down the request 
if a girlfriend asked you to bake a 
few dozen chocolate chip cookies 
for her child’s party?” Cohen says.  

Cohen catered the bat mitzvah 
of Lacey Cohen, daughter of Doug 
and Ally Levine Cohen, who own 
photography studio Frameable 
Faces. They kept costs down by 
getting friends to bake desserts 
and by throwing the party after-

Music-lover Corey Mann had a bar mitzvah filled with musical themes, most 
made by friends and family.

For Emma Cherrin’s bat mitzvah luncheon at Congregation Beth Shalom, vases 
from Michael’s were spray painted and filled with backyard branches, faux 
flowers and candy.

continued from page C42

continued on page C46
2070690

WABEEK COUNTRY CLUB (EST. 1972)
Now Accepting New Golf & Social Members

Wabeek is Now Available for Your Next:

Complimentary one year social membership
when you book your next event!*

-248-855-0700
www.wabeekcc.org                  *some restrictions apply

2078260
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continued from page C44

hours in the Orchard Mall, where 
they are tenants. They got a good 
deal on the space and shaved 
costs by bartering their photog-
raphy services to other party 
vendors like bakers and linen sup-
pliers. 

“I highly recommend trading 
services and talents,” Cohen says. 
“If you have a talent another 
business wants, you wind up get-
ting exposure to each other’s cli-
entele and it becomes a win-win 
for everyone.” 

Even more than the center-
pieces and the mashed-potato bar, 
all agree what’s most important 
is the warmth of having friends 
and family together to celebrate 
this milestone in a young Jewish 
person’s life. Therefore, it is worth 
it to hire the best photographer 
you can afford to preserve those 
memories. 

To do this properly and get the 
most for your money, Ally Cohen 
advises it is best to find a photog-
rapher that has a good chemistry 
with your family. 

“Have meetings with your pho-
tographer so that you and he or 
she can make a list of all the shots 
you want to capture,” she says. 

“You don’t want to look back and 
realize that you missed taking a 
photo with the bar mitzvah and 
his siblings only.” 

Sara Mann of West Bloomfield 
stayed on budget by keeping her 
son’s music-themed party to 100 
guests this past January. 

“It is tough in knowing where 
to draw the line on cutting the 
guest list,” Mann says. “The peo-
ple who are in the room should 
have their own personal connec-
tion to the child. I set expectations 
early to many of our friends and 
acquaintances telling them that 
we were having a small party, and 
I know this can be an awkward 
situation for many.” 

One piece of advice Mann can 
offer when planning a party with 
a buffet line is attention to tim-
ing. She added that perhaps hiring 
a party planner could have been 
helpful for smoothing out such 
details before the party. 

“In spite of some of the mix-
ups, it was still one of the best 
days ever for our family,” she says. 
“What matters most is that your 
child feels the love and there is 
a lot of warmth among all your 
guests.” ❉

Event planner Melanie Yaffa Weber helped plan the bar mitzvah of Ben 
Goldstein of Farmington Hills. To stay within a budget, Ben was allowed to 
invite under 12 kids to watch a Pistons game from a suite at the Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Each friend was hand-delivered a jersey with Ben’s logo on it, 
along with an invitation to the game. Pillows at the suite were purchased at 
IKEA and printed with Ben’s logo at Brody’s Custom Printing; the sign-in 
was a basketball.

2070420

INTRIGUE
Finest Music and Entertainment

Wedding Ceremonies and Receptions  -  Private and Corporate Events

Listed in the Top 150 Hottest Bands in the Nation  -  Emcee, Wedding Coordinator and DJ included

Packages for ceremony, cocktails, dinner and dance music with options of horns and electric violin

Provided music for the Michigan Gubernatorial Inaugural Ball

Local Michigan weddings to destinations from the Detroit metro area to Bay Harbor, Michigan;
Palm Beach, Florida; the Caribbean; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and Rome, Italy

The music makes the party!

come as you are

248.438.6741    •   www.cayagrill.com
1403 S. Commerce Rd., Wolverine Lake

WE CATER TO YOU!
Let C.A.Y.A. Smokehouse Grill take  

care of all your catering needs for your 
next special event. We offer our entire 
menu to go and can help customize 

packages for any-sized event.

Graduations  •  Communions
Baptisms  •  Showers  •  Birthdays

Brunches  •  Group Lunches
Barbeques  •  Boat Parties

NOW ACCEPTING BOOKINGS 
FOR PRIVATE EVENTS IN 

OUR BANQET ROOM!

HOURS: Tue - Sun dinner starting at 4:30 p.m.
Brunch: Sat and Sun starting at 10 a.m.

000000
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2082350

YOUR GATEWAY TO THE

WORLD

 FARMINGTON HILLS | 248-432-8600 | www.gatewaytrvl.com

CELEBRATE LIFE’S MILESTONES
Honeymoons | Destination Weddings | Birthdays | Anniversaries | Bar/Bat mitzvah trips | Graduations

Mark your special milestone with a meaningful travel experience

Celebrate on a cruise. Celebrate in Israel. Celebrate on a sun-soaked beach. Celebrate in a European villa. Celebrate on a Safari.

Live in the moment. Create lifelong memories. Explore the road less traveled. 
The world awaits— let Gateway Travel mark your milestone.

2086350
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Party Rockin’  
Three mitzvah parties, three styles — all awesome.

Lynne Konstantin  |  Arts & Life Editor

continued on page C50

THE STAR: Ari Feldberg, son of Lisa and Milton Feldberg and brother of Emma.
THE PHOTOGRAPHER: Jay Dreifus Photography
THE VENUES: Nov. 8, 2016, bar mitzvah at Congregation Shaarey Zedek in Southfield; adult-only Shabbat dinner party at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham.
THE THEME: “Pure Ari.” Faygo pop, Dream Cruise and more.
THE TEAM: Flowers by Blossoms; Chrystal Starr Trio played ’80s and classic rock songs; Cappuccino Man provided caffeine; ShutterBooth photos and Cynthia 
Ziegelman from Go To Girl Assistant helped coordinate.
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Would you like to look decades younger 
without any surgery or injections?
No Pain
No Injections
No Medication
No recuperation or downtime
Long-term Results
Immediate visible results
Clinically proven
Suitable for all skin types and colors
Completely non-surgical

Reduce wrinkles and fi ne lines
Tighten the skin
Contour the face
Firm and rejuvenate the skin
Sculpt the body and reduce 
unwanted fat deposits
Reduce cellulite
Improve the appearance of 
stretch marks and acne scars
Decrease acne lesions

Introducing the future of anti-aging 
and body contouring.

HOW YOU AGE IS UP TO YOU

Dr. Laina Feinstein is proud to be the fi rst physician in Michigan 
to offer TriPollar, the newest high-tech solution to fi rm skin and 
reduce cellulite.  The latest in anti-aging and body contouring, 
TriPollar RF is a pleasant, effective and painless way to tone 
and tighten skin on both the face and the body.  The internal 
heat causes collagen fi bers, which are the key structural 
components of the skin, to contract. This contraction results 
in immediate wrinkle reduction. Simultaneously, the heating 
causes fi broblast cells, the cells responsible for collagen 
production, to generate new collagen. The new collagen 
provides the skin with added fl exibility, which yields long-term 
wrinkle reduction.

Mention this ad and receive a FREE CONSULTATION with Dr. Laina Feinstein

(248) 304-0786 or e mail doctor@lainafeinsteinmd.com

29829 Telegraph Rd., Suite 203, Southfi eld, MI 48034, www.lainafeinsteinmd.com
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continued from page C48

continued on page C52

THE STAR: Taylor Berman, daughter of Beth Berman and Andy Berman, sister of Jacklyn Berman and Hailey Phillips.
THE PHOTOGRAPHER: Jay Dreifus Photography
THE VENUES: Sept. 18, 2016, bat mitzvah at Temple Israel in West Bloomfield; party at Crowne Plaza Novi.
THE THEME: Neon brights.
THE TEAM: Beth Berman planned the event; Epicurean Group catered, including chocolate caramel apples; Stacie Berman of Slo-Mo Cakes created 
the gorgeously delicious cake and cake pops; DJ by Star Trax; linens by Harte; balloons by Sue Fishman at Go Balloonies.
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The Majestic Theatre Center
Detroit’s Most Unique Venue for Weddings and Special Events

4120 WOODWARD AVE.
MAJESTICDETROIT.COM

(313) 833 9700 EXT. 202

2073400

2081840

Spring Is Here... At
PALM BEACH
P a t i o &  C a s u a l  F u r n i t u r e

7350 Highland Road (M-59) aterford
www.PalmBeachPatio.com

(248)-666-2880
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continued from page C50

THE STAR: Madison Gardner, daughter of Rena and Marc Gardner.
THE PHOTOGRAPHER: Brian Masserman Photography
THE VENUES: March 7, 2016, bat mitzvah at Temple Shir Shalom in West Bloomfield; party at Townsend Hotel in Birmingham.
THE THEME: NYC.
THE TEAM: Melissa Vitale Hortick Event Planner created the event with Star Trax entertainment and activities (including hair chalk and foosball) and 
guest entertainer Jason Derulo; signage, art and design by Barb Mandell of Mandell Display Design; giveaways by Bubba’s Promotions; flowers, rent-
als and linens by Jon Gerych of Gerych’s Flowers and Events. ❉



SCHEDULE YOUR 
CONSULTATION TODAY!

AMERICA’S TOP 
AESTHETIC
DOCTORS

2015

REALSELF

TOP
DOCTOR

2015

AMERICA’S TOP 10 
MEDICAL 

SPAS

2015 2015

AMERICA’S TOP 10
HAIR RESTORATION

SURGEONS

REAL CLIENTS, REAL RESULTS.

BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE

YOU LOOK 

MARVELOUS!
Dr. Berkowitz and his staff  at Accents Cosmetic 

Surgery will have you looking and feeling marvelous! 

Call Dr. B today for a free consultation. Accents Cosmetic 

Surgery is excited to announce the opening of our West 

Bloomfi eld offi  ce this May!
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One of the top questions 
people ask is, “What’s an 
appropriate gift to give for 

a bar or bat mitzvah?”
The answer depends, first and 

foremost, on what your family feels 
comfortable giving. But factor in 
other details, such as how close you 
are to the child, if the whole family 
is invited and if you’re friends with 
one bar mitzvah but he’s sharing it 
with his twin — and things can get 
tricky.

Mitzvah List (mitzvahlist.com) 
took an informal survey of parents 
across the country, and here’s what 
they said.

FAVORITE GIFTS
If you like to give an actual pres-
ent (rather than money), recipients 
listed these items as some of their 
favorites: 

❉ Gift cards — to Amazon, 
iTunes, Apple, Game Stop and your 
local mall

❉ Headphones by Beats or Bose
❉ Watches
❉ Any Apple product, especially a 

MacBook or iPad
❉ Jewelry 
❉ High-end sneakers
❉ Personalized gifts, depending 

on a child’s hobbies and interests. If 
the child is a coin collector, a collect-
able coin; loves to cook, a kitchen 

continued on page C56

What 
To Give
A guide to gift-giving for mitzvahs.
Beth Nagle Desmon | Special to the Jewish News

C A T E R I N G

(248) 813-7800
CATERING FOR YOUR EVERY OCCASION!!!  

“I’m so exhausted from all the festivities this 
weekend but I just want to thank you for helping 
make our celebration so delicious! People were 
literally so excited about the brunch food! The 
waffl es and salads etc.! I only wish I could’ve 
eaten more but, of course, I had to talk too 
much;). The sangria was delicious! And, then 
again, people raved about the dinner and 
everything was displayed so beautifully! You guys 
are so good at what you do! And so supportive:)
 Thanks again,
 Jenny”

Deliciously 
GRAND 
for 22 Years!!

2081310

MICHIGAN’S ORIGINAL 
GRILLED CHEESE 
FOOD TRUCK
 
Award Winning 
Grilled Sandwiches 
Soups, Fries, & Specials

Let us cater your next celebration!

 Chef Jordan Ceresnie
248.890.7388

2086260



  celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2016 C 5 5

VISIT WWW.DAVEANDBUSTERS.COM/SPECIALEVENTS

Kosher STYLE 
Menu Options 

Available

 

$100 OFF YOUR NEXT 
EVENT OF $3000 or more

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a once-in-a-lifetime event, so be sure to 

customized and kosher menus, private event space that can accomommodate 
groups of 10-1200, an in-house DJ, and hundreds of interactive and video 
games in our Million Dollar Midway. A big day requires a big celebration! 

I-275 @ 7 Mile Rd. on Victor Pkwy

CONTACT JENNIFER NAGLE AT 734.452.4606



appliance; a sports fan, sports 
memorabilia.

DON’T GIVE
Mitzvah List received more 
responses of what not to give 
than what to give. An overwhelm-
ing number of parents stated that 
although the thought is nice, kids 
do not like to receive Judaica. Most 
kids receive a Kiddush cup, candle-
sticks, a mezuzah and/or a menorah 
from their family during their bar 
or bat mitzvah ceremony. Because 
there is no reason to receive dupli-
cates of these these gifts, save them 
gifts for the immediate family to 
give.

MONETARY GIFTS
Most bar and bat mitzvah guests 
give a monetary gift. Traditionally, 
the amount is a multiple of 18 — 
because the number 18 signifies the 
word chai, the 10th and 8th letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet. Chai is 
considered lucky and means life. By 
giving a derivative of chai, guests 
are wishing the bar or bat mitzvah 
luck and a long life. Based on our 
survey, here’s what guests in differ-
ent areas give:

Detroit: Most kids give their 
friends $36. If it’s a close friend, 
$50. If a couple is invited without 
kids, $118. If an entire family is 
invited, $180-$250.

South Florida: Kids typically 
give their friends between $36 and 
$72. If a couple is invited without 
kids, between $150 and $200. If an 
entire family is invited, the average 
gift is between $250 and $300.

Chicago: Friends give between 
$36 and $72. A couple without kids 
gives $180. If the entire family is 
invited, $250 and up.

Cleveland/Columbus: Friends 
give between $36 and $50. Close 
friends usually give a gift, but some-
times give $75. A couple without 
kids gives $150. If an entire family 
is invited $150 to $200, depending 
on the relationship.

Philadelphia: Friends give 
between $36 and $50. Close friends 
give between $50 and $72. If a 
couple or family is invited and they 
are good friends, $250. If a family 
is invited and they are very close 

2082160

continued from page C54
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2078880
2065080

Avy 
schreiber
avy@avyschreiber.com

Avy 
Internationally Renowned

Pianist/Singer

Full Band

One-Man Band

Jewish A Cappella

I’ll Help You Set The Tone 
For Your Next Party

TRANSFORM ANY LOCAL BAND INTO AN AUTHENTIC “SIMCHA”BAND

(248) 376-0407
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Back Pain?
Neck Pain?

Specialized Manual Physical 
Therapy Can Help.

2083410

248.353.1234

www.ompt.com

Specialized One-on-One 
Manual Physical Therapy Can Help

Committed to serving the community for the past 10 years! 

Locations: Southfi eld, Troy, Commerce, and Shelby Township.

FREE
Functional Golf Evaluation

Call to Schedule 

248-353-1234 ext 5

Do you have limitations affecting your golf swing? 
OMPT Specialists has two Titleist Performance Institute certifi ed golf 

professionals on staff ready to help increase your golf performance. 

Call today for more information 248-353-1234 ext 5.

248.353.1234

friends, $300 to $336.
Long Island and Manhattan: Kids 

typically give $50-$54. Single adults 
$150. A couple without kids $300. A 
family of four, $500.

Baltimore/D.C.: Friends $20-$36. 
Close friends $54-$108. Couples give 
between $118 and $180. Families 
start at $180 and go up.

OTHER GIFT QUESTIONS
Twins, siblings or shared mitzvahs: If 
you are invited to a b’nai mitzvah of 
twins, siblings, cousins or friends, you 
should give both children the same 
gift as if you attended a separate 
party for each child. If you would not 
have been invited to one of the mitz-
vahs, you are not required to give a 
gift, but may give something small.

MONETARY IDEAS
If you like to give a gift, but thinks it 
is appropriate to give money, Pinterest 
has ideas on how you can give cash 
in a clever way. There are tons of 
other ideas out there. Presentation, of 
course, is everything. ❉

Beth Nagle Desmon is the founder of Mitzvah List 

(mitzvahlist.com), a resource for party planning, ven-

ues, advice and more. Register with Mitzvah List to let 

locals know your child’s mitzvah date or to find out 

when others are scheduled.

1986680

NOUVEAUTÉ

FOR BOOKING INFO:  

Wendy Rogelle
248.683.2534
wendy_rogellen@comcast.net

Band website: nouveaute-band.com

Fun, energetic, modern, upscale 
band for your wedding, corporate 

party, bar/bat mitzvah.
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continued on page C60

Professional Portraits

Madison Friedman’s Detroit Country Day High School senior portrait. Photographed at Bloomfield Open 
Hunt Club July 2015
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Patrycja Klein, pregnant with her son, Jaden. She is playing with her 
3-year-old son Roman at Sylvan Lake Beach in September 2015.

Emily and Matthew Ishbia and children: Ben, Jamie and Joey and dog, Annie, of Bloomfield Hills. 
Photographed at their home October 2015

Oakley Most, 3 weeks, with mom, Logan Jacobson Most. Photographed 
at their house in Sylvan Lake

Romy Rosen of Los Angeles, Calif., 2½ years. 
Photographed in Bloomfield Hills October 2015
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Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Whirlyball
Coming Fall 2011!

Bayou Golf

Gator Tag on the
Bayou Mezzanine

Arcade with
Redemption Center

Bungee Trampoline

High Ropes Course

Indoor Bayou Deck

Infl atable Shark Slide
Garden Court –

Convertible to Event Surfaces

Caj’n Cliffs
(Rock Wall)

Bar Mitzvahs

Great Built-In
Entertainment...

Great Value!

For more information or to
reserve your date phone Shannon at

586-731-3080
or email Shannon at

Shannons@joedumarsfi eldhouse.com
45300 Mound Road in Shelby Township

www.joedumarsfi eldhouse.com

This is what a few of our clients had to say...
“The room looked great. The food was delicious. There were plenty of people there to give us 
confi dence that our guests would be well-taken care of, be safe, have fun, and not fi nd any 
trouble! From the youngest kids to the older adults, everybody found something to do and so 
many of our guests approached us at the end of the evening to let us know that it was a great 
party.”      – Don and Lynn

“The party was fantastic, and I could not have done it without you! I am so lucky to have had 
such wonderful people to help me. Because of you I was able to make Eli a party he will 

never forget. I was especially impressed by the staff at Joe D’s. What great kids 
you have working for you! I know that several of the kids’ parents, who had never 
been there before, said they’d love to do a party there.”       – Nancy

“Thank YOU so much. Everything about the evening turned out fabulous. 
All the guests were impressed with the facility and had a great time there. I 
really appreciate all your help throughout the whole process. Especially your 
patience with my stress level! You did a great job and obviously know 
what you are doing.”
– Julie

Only 25
minutes from 

most West Side 
locations!

   We Now Have
  Whirlyball!
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Jamie Schonberg of West Bloomfield and Conor McCarthy of Ohio got married at the Majestic Theatre in Detroit on Oct. 31, 2015.

Joey Adelman at Congregation Beth Ahm, Nov. 20, 2015 Amanda Fleischman and Joshua Kellerman at The Henry Autograph Collection, Nov.14, 2015

Professional Portraits
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continued from page C58

continued on page C62
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Professional Portraits

Allison Kessler and Brad Levick with Sparty at their reception at the Royal 
Park Hotel Rochester, June 20, 2015

Jenifer Colburn and Billy Schoenbach at The Townsend Hotel, Sept. 6, 
2015 

  Gabriella Jacobs of Southfield had her bat mitzvah party at Paradise Park in Novi. 
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continued on page C64
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Jillian Rose Lesson, 12½, of West Bloomfield was blessed to celebrate her bat mitzvah at 
Temple Israel with her great-grandfather Nelson Dembs, 97, of Hollywood, Fla., on Oct. 
10, 2015. 

Dr. Rachel Klein and Rabbi Adam Wright celebrate their wedding day with a surprise visit 
to Joe Louis Arena in Detroit on Oct. 24, 2015. The newlyweds live in Del Mar, Calif.

Dennis Kayes of 
Huntington Woods and 
his daughter, Debra 
Kayes of Batavia, Ill., 
do the twist at her 
wedding in St. Charles, 
Ill., on May 9, 2015.

The bris of Levi Perry Glauser on Sept. 6, 2015. He is the son of Audra (formerly of 
Farmington Hills) and Brian Glauser of Philadelphia. Grandparents are Jan and Mike 
Lachman of Farmington Hills, and Marcy and Joel Glauser of Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

Dana and Andrew Baer of Chicago bless their twin boys, Jacob Otto and Simon Phillip, at 
their bris on Nov. 1, 2015. The ceremony and celebration were held in their home. Born 
prematurely, the babies were 3 weeks old at their bris. 

Family Photos
continued from page C62

continued on page C66
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Melanie Teper, 13, of Farmington Hills at 
her eighth-grade graduation from Hillel 
Day School on June 10, 2016

Joshua Bobrow and Laura Bobrow of Franklin 
at their wedding at The Henry Ford Museum, 
Dearborn, on Nov. 7, 2015

Eileen Polk of Huntington Woods and daughter 
Laura (Polk) Bobrow of Franklin before Laura’s 
wedding to Josh Bobrow at The Henry Ford 
Museum, Dearborn, on Nov. 7, 2015

Marcia Klain of West Bloomfield holds 
new great-grandson Jack Louis Polk at 
his bris in his home in Brookline, Mass., 
on Jan. 28, 2016.

Marcia Klain of West Bloomfield and 
Cynthia Klain of Farmington Hills cel-
ebrate Marcia’s 93rd birthday at her 
home on Feb. 14, 2016.

Isaac Gaule wore his first yarmulke 
at his brit milah on March 13, 2015. 
The event took place at the home 
of his parents, Shira (Klein) and 
Jordan Gaule in Highland Park, Ill.

Jenna and Michael 
Ambrose of Ann 
Arbor Aug 1, 2015,  
at Temple Israel. 
Photo taken by 
Robin Tobin-Murav.

The brit bat of Elliot Rose Jacobs on Nov. 28, 2015. Her parents are Rebecca Jacobs and Brandon 
Tschida. Aunt Caitlin Tschida, uncles Loren Jacobs and Adam Jacobs, grandparents Diane and Ken 
Jacobs and Brenda and Shawn Tschida.

Elliot Rose Jacobs with her great-grandparents Jayne and Brad Jacobs and Lola and Joe Goldring

Family Photos continued from page C64

continued on page C68
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LITTLE DADDY’S Metro Detroit's Premier Caterer

Family Restaurant
www.littledaddys.com

From gyros and Tommy salads to stone crab and lobster Little Daddy’s 

does it all using the freshest and highest quality ingredients! 

Graduation Parties…Dinner Parties…
Shivas…Business Events… 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs…and more!
Healthy Alternatives and Gluten-Free Options.

Call Susie for all your party and event planning needs – 248-943-6369

Southfield – Northwestern Hwy at Inkster 248-358-1700  
Taylor – Eureka Rd at Southland Mall 734-287-8600 

2086390

Call (248) 547-7970 to arrange a visit.     

14601 Lincoln Road, Oak Park, Michigan 48237

 Congregation Beth Shalom offers elegance and quality.
Our beautiful banquet hall can comfortably seat up to 500 for your catered event. 
Adjacent patio is suitable for Chuppah or cocktail hour.  Friendly, fl exible staff.

Hold your next simcha at Beth Shalom!  
OUR EXPERT KOSHER CATERERS TAKE PRIDE IN MAKING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT MEMORABLE.

Bloom’s 
Carry out and Catering
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Lindsey and Ryan DeSana of Highland 
celebrate the bris of their son, Henry Gray, 
on Feb. 18, 2016, at Lindsey’s 
grandmother’s home. 

Stacey Kaplan graduated with 
honors from Michigan State 
University in East Lansing, with a 
bachelor of arts in May of 2015. 
She resides in Queens, N.Y.

Erin Kaplan graduated from Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick, N.J., with a 
master of education in May of 2015. She 
resides in Avenel, N.J. 

This photo of Faith and John Jacobson of West Bloomfield at the b’nai mitzvah 
of their three children, Ian, Ryann and Shane, includes their maternal grandpar-
ents, Rhoda and Marshall Tobin, Nov. 21, 2015, at Congregation Shaarey Zedek. 
Photo snapped by Robin Tobin-Murav.

Family Photos
 The Write Stuff!

248-851-9626

 

 

CORPORATE 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
TEAM BUILDING 
TRAINING 
MEETING KICKOFFS 
LIVE THEATER 
CUSTOMIZED COMEDY 

OUR SHOWS 
ALL AGES - ALL OF THE TIME 

TICKETS: 
$17 ADULTS, $12 YOUTH 

SHOW TIMES:  
SATURDAYS @ 7:30 PM 

Reservations Recommended 

ON THE ROAD 
(WE COME TO YOU) 

BAR/BAT 
MITZVAHS 

WEDDINGS 
CHURCHES  

SCHOOLS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

NON-PROFITS 

WWW.COMEDYSPORTZDETROIT.COM 
 

Detroit has a great history of sports legends with its 
Lions, Tigers, Wings and Pistons  

Now for the first time, the Motor City has its first 
Comedy Improv Team called ComedySportz Detroit. 

Bring your family, your friends and become a part of 
the laughter and a new Motor City legend. 

THE ALL AGES INTERACTIVE IMPROV EXPERIENCE! 

LOCATED IN: 

THE MICHIGAN ACTORS STUDIO 
648 E. NINE MILE ROAD. 

FERNDALE, MI 48220 
INFO@COMEDYSPORTZDETROIT.COM 

248.721.8024 

continued from page C66
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,

27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard, Farmington Hills
(12 Mile just west of Halsted)

La mia casa e la sua casa

www.lellisinn.com
Make Your Private Event Bookings 

Including Mondays. 

  

amazing 

Entrees 

 Fresh 
Fish & Seafood 

Delivered 
Daily
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1978480

26000 American Dr.  Southfield, MI 48034

 
 

 

 

000000

continued on page C72

CATERERS

Milk and Honey
6600 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield Township, MI 48322
(248) 661-2327
sShomer@theepicureangroup.com
http://epickosher.com/
We specialize in bar and bat mitzvahs, showers, 
Shabbat dinners, Kiddush, family gatherings, 
wedding ceremonies and receptions. We will 
coordinate your food and beverage menu, service 
and event plans to make your day stress-free. 

Quality Kosher Catering
27375 Bell Road 
Southfield, MI 48034
And 29901 Middlebelt Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 352-7758
info@qualitykosher.com
www.qualitykosher.com
Whether it’s a personalized birthday cake, dinner 
for two, a corporate event or the wedding of your 
dreams, with our passion for creativity and com-

mitment to excellence, we can help you truly turn 
moments into memories.

COSMETICS

Accents Cosmetic Surgery
44650 Delco Blvd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
(586) 254-7692
www.accentscosmeticsurgery.com 
Accents Cosmetic Surgery, owned by Dr. Mark 
Berkowitz, voted by Aesthetic Everything as one 
of the top-10 surgeons in the U.S. and recipient 
of the Real Self 500 Award as a top influencer in 
plastic surgery, offers state-of-the-art technology 
in cosmetic enhancement and specializes in high-
tech and breakthrough methods to generate the 
best possible results.

Cosmetic Dentistry Institute
3415 Livernois Road 
Troy, MI 48083
(248) 519-1919
www.TheDesignerSmile.com 
info@TheDesignerSmile.com

Say “yes” to the dress and hello to a whiter, 
brighter and more youthful smile. At the award-
winning Cosmetic Dentistry Institute, your smile 
can be transformed in time for that special day 
with cosmetic, sedation and implant dentistry.   

EVENT PLANNERS

Andrea Solomon Wedding 
and Event Planner
6405 Tamerlane Drive
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
(248) 626-3421 (office)
(248) 535-0402 (cell)
andrea@andreasolomon.com
www.andreasolomon.com
Planning a wedding or event can be very stress-
ful … unless Andrea Solomon is by your side. 
Andrea brings with her a wealth of knowledge 
and experience. She can save you time and 
money, and help you with invitations, place cards, 
napkins, programs, maps, favors, security, cal-
ligraphy and much more — all under one roof. 
Andrea Solomon has the experience, commitment 
and dedication to make your wedding or special 
event fabulous and stress-free.

Advertiser Listings
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Kids - Teens - Adults - Families - Groups
Zip Line & Climbing Fun

Celebrate at 
The Adventure Park!

- TWO LOCATIONS -

MAX M. & MARJORIE S. FISHER MUSIC CENTER
Home of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra

dso.org/rent
2086090



C 7 2    celebrate!  |   M a r c h  2016

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 

$10 OFF*
Your Next Swimsuit

Expires 4/24/2016
*excludes sales items

Pick your style, size & color.
Hand made to fi t you!

fi tting women 
for 34 years

Custom Swimwear
by Exelnt Designs

Exelnt
Designs
5751 E. 13 Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48092 
No Appointments Necessary. 
Thousands of suits in stock.
Gift Certifi cates Available

586-977-9140 www.CustomSwimwear.com

Let Buddy’s cater your party at 
home or in the office with our 

carry-out salad, pasta or veggie 
party trays, homestyle soups & 
sauces and half-baked pizzas. 

*Birthdays         *Rehearsal Dinners                 
*Meetings          *Sports Banquets 
*Graduations    *Anniversaries 
*Bar Mitzvahs   *Bat Mitzvahs 

31646 Northwestern Highway 
Farmington Hills 

248-855-4600 
 

 by Jewish News Readers 
 

 
 

            by the Food Network 
 

 
 
            by 

20
80

50
0

continued from page C70

continued on page C74

Ann Wright Events 
To Remember
17200 W. 10 Mile Road, #107 
Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 809-3616 
www.eventsto-remember.com
Corporate and private events, event design, bal-
loon and balloon design (arches, centerpieces 
and gifts), backdrops, head table, cake and gift 
table design, vendor referrals, coordination and 
logistical planning and rental. 

FASHION

Nina McLemore
550 W. Merrill St., Suite 230
Birmingham, MI
(248) 430-4365
birmingham@ninamclemore.com
www.ninamclemore.com
New York-based designer, Nina McLemore, 
offers an upscale, classic line of suiting, and 
casual and evening wear for women in sizes 
00-18. Her collection is hand-tailored using the 
finest European fabrics in a vast array of vibrant 
colors and textures.

JUDAICA

TRADITION! TRADITION!
17235 Shervilla Place
Southfield, MI
(248) 557-0109   
www.traditiontradition.com
TRADITION! TRADITION! has offered a fine 
quality selection of Jewish items for 26 years. 
From ketubahs and tallises to bar and bat mitz-
vah gifts, if we don’t have it, we’ll get it for you.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lieberman Photography Inc.
4312 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 300
West Bloomfield, MI 48323
(248) 706-0100
www.liebermanphotography.com
info@liebermanphotography.com
Lieberman Photography provides exemplary 
photographic services for all of life’s milestones. 
The studio is proud of its longtime reputation 
for superior customer service and skillful way of 
putting their clients at ease. 

TRAVEL AGENTS

Gateway Travel
28470 13 Mile Road, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 432-8600
www.gatewaytrvl.com
Gateway Travel is a full-service, award-winning 
travel agency, offering extensive services and 
benefits. Our passionate and creative advisers 
are dedicated to planning and executing the 
perfect travel experience down to the smallest 
detail.

VENUES

The Adventure Park at 
West Bloomfi eld
6600 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
(248) 419-1550
info@WestBloomfieldTrees.org 
www.WestBloomfieldTrees.org
Zip lines and climbing fun! The Adventure Park 
provides fresh-air recreation and excitement 
for kids, teens, adults, reserved grou ps, birthday 
parties and more. Conveniently located in five 
acres of forest behind the JCC.

Andiamo Bloomfi eld
6676 Telegraph
Bloomfield Township, MI 48301
(248) 865-9300
andiamowarren@gmail.com
Andiamo Bloomfield’s elegant private dining 
rooms seat anywhere from 20 to 150 guests 
and are equipped with audio and video options. 
We are the ideal location for bar and bat mitz-
vahs, corporate events, weddings, birthdays and 
more!

Big Tommy’s Parthenon 
Restaurant & Banquet Facility
40380 Grand River 
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 615-2102
www.bigtommys.com
tomsparthenon@gmail.com
Full-service Greek/American restaurant, ban-
quet facility and comedy club. Family-owned 
and operated. We serve fresh-cooked meals 
made daily. We are open for lunch and dinner. 
Saturdays and Sundays we open for breakfast 
and serve an outstanding brunch.

Bloomfi eld Open Hunt Club 
405 E. Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
(248) 644-9411
shelzer@bohclub.com
www.bohclub.com
Prestigious club for all occasions; ring room 
overlooks our indoor equestrian arena. 
Ballroom seats 180. Great food, professional 
staff, customized menus, great photo opportuni-
ties and hands-on catering director.
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cooljacks.com  |  info@cooljacks.com  |  844.426.6552
handcrafted cookies + ice cream

BOOK A CART OR TRUCK FOR YOUR EVENT TODAY!

I N T R O D U C I N G

2083210

2084700
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2070600

Massermanphotography.com
Current yet class ic!

248.365.4014

As Always... Wishing you 
a picture  pe  rfect day,

Brian A. Masserman, President

“Look Forward to Looking Back”

Learn Circus Arts - Unique Birthday Celebrations
Exciting Summer Camps - Bar & Bat Mitzvah Entertainment

for more info call 877-938-2324
www.cirqueamongus.com

1988740

Handmade Chocolates 
& Confections

Boxed Chocolates 
Glazed Nuts
& Much More

Mint Wafers Customized for 
Your Special Occasion!

1447360 Delivery Available*

Batches Made Daily
Order by Phone 

248-398-7933

 

INFO@THEPITAPOST.COM 

1-855-535-5588 
WWW.THEPITAPOST.COM

WE CAN SERVE UP OUR FULL TRUCK 
SERVICE MENU AT YOUR NEXT 

GRADUATION PARTY, WEDDING, BAR/BAT 
MITZVAH, SWEET SIXTEENS, CORPORATE 

PARTY OR LARGE SHINDIG.

BOOK THE PITA POST FOOD TRUCK 
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Insta

Shift your Next Event into Overdrive

2084840

“

JN

continued from page C72

Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra
3711 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, MI 48201
(313) 576-5065
dso.org/rent
The elegance and versatility of the Max M. 
& Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center create out-
standing settings for a variety of special events 
— from social celebrations to weddings, con-
certs, meetings and more.

Emagine Palladium
209 Hamilton Row
Birmingham, MI 48009
www.emagine-entetrainment.com
Emagine Palladium boasts five state-of-the-art 
luxury auditoriums, including a private event 
space, the Woodward room. Emagine Palladium 
partner, Ironwood Grill, is located on the same 
floor and accommodates parties big and small. 
From bar or bat mitzvahs, corporate events, 
school functions, family parties or just a night 
on the town, Emagine Palladium will give you 
and your guests a night they will never forget.

Emagine Theatre
200 N. Main 
Royal Oak, MI 48073
(248)414-1005
www.emagine-entetrainment.com
Emagine Theatre Royal Oak is Metro Detroit’s 
most unique and fun venue. We are more than 
just an event space with private event spaces, 
up-scale boutiques, bowling and 10 state-of-
the-art auditoriums. From bar or bat mitzvahs, 
corporate events, school functions, family 
parties or just a night on the town, Emagine 
Theater Royal Oak will give you and your 
guests a night they will never forget.

Hilton Garden Inn Southfi eld
26000 American Drive
Southfield, MI 48034
(248) 357-1100
DETSH-salesadm@hilton.com 
www.detroitsouthfield.hgi.com
Make your dreams come true at Hilton Garden 
Inn Southfield with 6,000 square feet of newly 
renovated event space, 194 guestrooms with 
renovation scheduled for November 2016, 
indoor pool, outdoor patio/sundeck, restaurant, 
bar and fitness center.

Infi nity and Ovation 
Yacht Charters
400 Maple Park Blvd. #404 
St. Clair Shores, MI
(586) 778-7030
InfinityAndOvation.com

Michigan’s most sought-after venue cruises 
Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River from April 
through October. Bring your events aboard 
— Detroit’s best weddings, corporate parties, 
meetings, fundraisers and social events.

Michigan Science Center
5020 John R
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-8400
www.Mi-Sci.org, info@mi-sci.org
At the Michigan Science Center, we inspire curi-
ous minds of all ages. Explore 250+ exhibits, 
gaze at the stars, discover new worlds in our 
IMAX® Theatre, take part in live shows and 
more. 

Paradise Park
45799 Grand River Ave.
Novi, MI 48374
(248) 735-1050   
eventmanager@paradiseparknovi.com
Paradise Park is a 10-acre family fun park spe-
cializing in high-quality family entertainment. 
With 10 years in the event industry, our repu-
tation is earned on high-quality service in an 
impeccably clean environment.

University of Michigan 
Conference Center
(734) 764-2000 
conference.umich.edu
Celebrate the treasured times of your life 
with us: The Michigan Union or the Michigan 
League, on the beautiful campus of the 
University of Michigan. Talk to us about venues, 
catering and more. 

Waterview Loft at Port Detroit
130 E. Atwater St.
Detroit, MI
(313) 656-6000
WaterviewLoft.com
Experience a different side of the city with 
Detroit’s finest cuisine, entertainment, ambi-
ence and helpful event planning assistance for 
your wedding, corporate party, fundraiser or 
social celebration. Call to book a private tour. 



|  248.932.7700
Somerset Collection  |  248.649.2000
Twelve Oaks Mall  |  248.465.1800

Shop online at tappers.com

“Mark the Moment”

FOR EVERY CELEBRATION
LET US HELP YOU

JN_Celebrate_Celebrate Moments_031416_v6.indd   1 3/15/2016   3:06:47 PM



VICARIRESTAURANTS.COM

MAKE YOUR EVENT UNFORGETTABLE  
AT TWO OF METRO DETROIT’S  

MOST LAVISH VENUES.

248-865-9300  |  andiamoitalia.com 313-567-6837  |  joemuer.com

Andiamo Bloomfield Ristorante 
Centrally Located for  

Parties up to 150. Delicious  
Handmade Italian Cuisine.

Joe Muer Seafood  
World Class Views of the  

Detroit River. Finest Fresh Seafood. 
Premium Aged Meats.
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